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Principal’s Newsletter Term 1 2021 
Welcome to the 2021 school year.  I hope you enjoyed the break and managed to spend some quality time with 
family and friends doing the things that make you happy.   

The school year has started positively and it has been wonderful to see classes working to learn routines, establish 
relationships and be introduced to the learning which will take place in Term 1. During Week 1 I visited all 
classes and chatted with all students to welcome them back to school.  I would like to recognise the hard work of 
our amazing teachers and SSOs in ensuring that classrooms are welcoming and that the start of the year was 
successful for students. 

 

Term 1 Planner 
Our Term 1 planner with important dates is attached to this newsletter. 
 

Communication 
We will continue to share information, learning, upcoming events and good news stories via the MGM School 
Star App, if you haven’t already registered please do so.  
 

Other methods of communicating with school are via the school’s phone number which is 8386 1144 and you 
can leave a message for teachers. You can also email dl.1071.admin@schools.sa.edu.au and your email will be 
passed on. Alternatively you can text 0428 937 348. 
 

All teachers will be using Class Dojo and will forward the access details for this to you. 
 

Governing Council and AGM 
Our AGM for 2021 will take place on Tuesday 2nd February at 4pm to 4:30pm. This is when our Governing Council 
for 2021 will be elected and our first meeting will directly follow. Please consider nominating yourself, contact front 
office staff on 8386 1144 to put forward your nomination. 

 
Acquaintance Evening 
We will not be holding our Acquaintance Evening this year due to COVID-19 restrictions.  All class teachers will 
use Class Dojo to communicate with you and by the end of Week 3 will provide you with a Class Newsletter, 
photo and introduction to themselves and a photo of the class. If you have any outstanding questions about your 
child’s class.  Teachers can be contacted as required through our normal communication processes. 

 

Sand Sculpture Day 
We have checked the tide times and Friday 26th February (Week 
5) looks great for our Sand Sculpture Day (weather permitting).  

We look forward to seeing families at the beach to admire the 
wonderful sculptures our students create. 
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Staffing 
We welcome Vicki Jones and Luke Williams as they return to Moana 
Primary School. We also have a number of staff new to Moana 
Primary School and I would like to formally welcome those staff: 
Beth Mowatt (Room 3), Casey Keough (19) and Renee Thorpe 
(Room 8 support teacher on Monday and Tuesday). 

 

 

Hi, I am Beth Mowatt. I have most 
recently worked at Seaford K-7 and Willunga Waldorf School. I grew up on Yorke 
Peninsula, then lived in Scotland for 10 years. I now live in Willunga and have 2 
children and a bearded dragon. I studied Illustration and have a diploma in Writing 
Books for Children. In my spare time I enjoy roller-skating, 
reading and creating various types of artwork.    Beth Mowatt 

 

 

Hi, my name is Renee Thorpe. I may be familiar to a lot of 
families at Moana. You will see me back on a Monday and Tuesday after having some time 
off having my own family. I have a 6 year old son and 2 year old daughter. I enjoy spending 
time with my family and friends, fitness and time outdoors. I am looking forward to 
returning to Moana Primary School in 2021 and getting to know you all!    Renee Thorpe 

 

Hi, I am Casey Keough. I most recently worked in a year 
6 class at Parafield Gardens R-7 School. I grew up here on 
the Fleurieu Peninsula and am glad to be back on home ground in 2021! I studied 
a double degree in Education and Visual Arts during my time at university, and 
spend my spare time painting and sketching.     Casey Keough 

    ******************** 

We have started the year with 437 students, 63 of them being new Reception 
students.  A very warm welcome is extended to all families new to Moana Primary 
School in 2021. 

All staff are looking forward to working in partnership with families to ensure the 
best outcomes for all children in their learning lives.  In order for this to happen 
communication will be key and I ask that families communicate regularly with 
teachers and/or the leadership team if they have any concerns about their child. 

This will ensure we can resolve concerns in an effective and timely manner.   

Below are pictures of other staff members that your children will get to know as the year progresses. 

 

 
 
 
  

Kelly Patch, Principal              Jason King, Deputy Principal   Nicole True, Wellbeing Leader     Jenny Jupe,  Literacy/Numeracy  

Luke Remfry, PE            Julie Moore, Music               Meryl Perks, Japanese                     Bec Rowsell, Art 



Facilities 
I wanted to take this opportunity to update you on some of our outside areas. You will notice our fencing has been 
moved to enclose the Junior Primary playground. This site funded decision was made in response to the 
continuing vandalism of the area which resulted in the area being out of use for long periods of time.  

It is really disappointing that work has not yet begun on fixing the primary playground which was damaged by fire 
last year. As this was an act of vandalism we need to follow departmental processes for this and are awaiting news 
on when this will happen. 

I hope you agree that the nature play areas by Rooms 15 and 16 are looking much better. We used the remainder 
of our Colour Fun Run money to complete the drainage work and tidying up of these spaces. We are working with 
the same company on some concept plans for what these areas could look like and will share these with you when 
they are ready. We will also share our plans for fund raising for these areas. 

 

A Few Reminders 
No Smoking on school grounds: 
Smoking of tobacco products on school grounds is prohibited.  The Tobacco and E-cigarette Product Act 
1997 defines tobacco products as; 

 a cigarette,  a cigar, cigarette or pipe tobacco, shisha tobacco, tobacco prepared for chewing or 
sucking, snuff, any other product, of  a kind prescribed by regulation, that is comprised of  or contains 
tobacco, any product (other than an e-cigarette product) that does not contain tobacco but is designed 
for smoking, and includes any packet, carton, shipper or other device.   
 

Dogs on school grounds: 
It is an offence for any dog to be on school premises or school grounds unless special permission has 
been given by the Principal.  

Owners of dogs found on the school premises are liable. Under section 39 of the Dog Control Act there 
is a fine for any dog picked up on school grounds by local council inspectors. The only exception to this is 
guide dogs and working dogs. 

 

School Values 
During the first few weeks of school there is a particular focus on our school values of                          

Respect, Integrity and Kindness.   
 

We will continue to award the values mascots fortnightly at assembles to the classes who achieve the highest 
number of values tickets.    Our school Values Matrix is displayed in classes and learning areas.  

 

            Moana Primary School Values 
 Classroom     

 

Inside Spaces 

 

Outside Spaces 

 

In the community 

 
 

Digital Citizenship 
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 Actively listen to others with an 
open mind 

 Encourage people if they get 
things wrong; don’t laugh at 
them 

 Take care of classroom items 

 Use equipment correctly and 
safely 

 Use respectful language 

 If you make a mess, clean it up 

 Say sorry 

 Respect other people’s opinions 

 Speak quietly and be careful not 
to disturb others 

 Keep the toilets clean and tidy, 
do your business, wash your 
hands and leave 

 Be a buddy not a bully 
 

 Follow rules which are designed 
to keep us safe 

 Be grateful and respect 
equipment 

 Don’t hurt others 

 Acknowledge different 
perspectives 

 Use your manners in the canteen 

 Walk where it is unsafe to run 

 Wear MPS uniform with pride 

 Actively listen and pay attention in 
assembly 

 Use good manners at all times 

 Respect nature 

 Walk and ride safely and consider 
others 

 Listen to all adults and follow their 
instructions 

 Look after computers 

 Avoid online arguments 

 Do not take photos of others 
without their permission 

 Ask for permission before you 
upload pictures of friends 

 Protect your privacy and that of 
others 

 Speak to others as if you were face 
to face 
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 If you promise to do something 
you do it 

 Keep working hard even if the 
teacher isn’t looking and when 
they are working with another 
student 

 Be honest, if you do the wrong 
thing, accept your consequence 
and learn from it 

 When your class teacher isn’t 
there make A choices for the 
relief teacher 

 Act like a teacher is watching 

 Keep promises 

 Smile at everyone, say hello and 
use manners 

 Keep hands and feet to yourself 

 Return books and equipment to 
where they came from 

 

 Make sure rubbish is put in the 
bins 

 Follow the rules even when an 
adult is not watching 

 Head back to class when the first 
bell rings 

 

 Return lost/dropped items to their 
rightful owner 

 Engage in behaviour that is positive 
for the community 

 Make choices that are good for the 
environment 

 Follow the rules, they are there to 
keep us safe 

 Be in the right place at the right 
time 

 Only visit sites which are age 
appropriate 

 Don’t share private information e.g. 
passwords 

 Only talk to people online who you 
know offline 

 Don’t respond to hurtful or nasty 
comments, block and report this. 
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 Keep your hands to yourself 

 Help people to find their things 

 Say good morning and ask 
people if they are ok? 

 Help others with their learning 

 Be kind to the teacher and your 
classmates 

 Share class resources 

 Don’t hurt others 

 Accept people have differences 
and that is okay 

 Help younger students e.g. 
show them how to find a book 
in the library 

 Say good morning to people and 
ask how are you? 

 Use kind words all the time 

 Include people in groups 
 

 Ask people to play and say yes 
when others ask you 

 Help others who need help 

 Offer friendship to those who 
may be lonely 

 Play fair and follow agreed rules 

 Take turns and share equipment 

 Don’t be a bystander, speak up 
and help others 

 Encourage, help and congratulate 
others on their efforts  

 Treat others the way you would 
like to be treated 

 

 Speak with kind words and avoid 
gossiping 

 Encourage others to seek help if 
things go wrong online 

 Stop, think and review – jokes can 
be misinterpreted online 

 Treat yourself and others with the 
same care and attention we give in 
the real world 

 

 



Assemblies 
Assemblies will continue to be on alternate Friday mornings from 9am. As parents are unable to attend at present 
we will continue to record and send families a link to watch.  
 

 
NAPLAN Online 
Students at Moana Primary School in Year’s 3, 5 and 7 will complete NAPLAN Online 
in 2021.  The only paper based test this year will be the Year 3 Writing.   

NAPLAN Online will take place between Tuesday 11th and Friday 21st May. 

 

 
School Fees 
Please note that School Fees are a 30 day account and are due to be 
paid by 28th Feb 2021.  Thank you for your cooperation with this.   
School fees are $246 per child.  You can apply for a school card 
online at    sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard  

COVID-19 

Thank you to all our families who have brought their child to school and respected our request to leave school 
grounds by 8.45am. 

While there is currently no community transmission of COVID-19 in South Australia, it’s important we remain 
prepared to respond to the fast changing nature of the pandemic.  

We have been advised that parents, volunteers, departmental support and other service providers may enter school 

and preschool grounds providing government health advice and physical distancing requirements are 

strictly followed.  

 

Adults, including parents must continue to physical distance wherever possible, including at school pick up and 
drop off. 

It is important that students stay home if they are unwell.  If a student becomes sick throughout the school day or 
need to be collected, the parent of that child may come to the front office to collect them signing in as per 
COVID19 protocols.  We recommend you phone ahead so that we can have your child waiting at the office.  

We would like to remind you that there are particularly vulnerable children within our school community who have 
medical conditions and associated treatments that significantly compromise their immune systems.  Currently we 
have a student with cancer who is undergoing chemotherapy.  
 
We ask that if your child is exhibiting symptoms of illness for example, a runny nose, a cough, high temperature, or 
vomiting,  please do not send them to school, until their symptoms have resolved. A minor ailment for us can be 
potentially fatal to a child with a compromised or weak immune system.  Our students and their families who are 
dealing with challenging medical conditions require all of us to support them by being considerate of their health 
needs. 
 

 



 

Attendance & Timeliness 

At Moana Primary School, we believe that it is important for students to not 
only attend school but to arrive on time to ensure that they can achieve their 
academic potential.    
 

Being at school every day, and on time, makes learning easier for a child and 
assists them in not only building but maintaining friendships with their peers. 
 

If you are having difficulties in getting your child to school, please contact the school to speak to the Student 
Wellbeing Leader, Nicole True, as soon as possible so we can try to support you. 
 
 

QR Codes 
SA Health has a plan to gradually rollout the COVID SAfe Check-in system across the state. As such, the 
implementation and use of QR codes will be staggered in all South Australian schools and preschools, with codes 
being made available to primary schools to use from Monday 8th February 2021. 

All adults (including staff and parents) entering the site must check-in by scanning the QR code or completing the 
paper recording log template.  

Please note the COVID SAfe Check-in is purely for SA Health contact tracing purposes and doesn’t replace our 
normal visitor sign-in process. All guests should continue to sign in at the front office on arrival and display a 
visitors sticker.  

 

Berry Street Education Model and Morning Routine 
During Week 0 all staff participated in our second of four Berry Street Education Model professional 
development days. The Berry Street Education Model recognises that the effects of stress or traumatic stressors 
impact child development and classroom learning.  
 
The model provides strategies which empower teachers to teach and get students excited about their learning. 
Following our first professional development day in Term 4 2020 we made a whole school agreement to 
implement Morning Routine and Brain Breaks in all classes every day. 
 

:Brainbreaks are student-centred, regulatory activities to ready the brain for learning. They are short burst 
activities for the start of lesson or transition times. 

:Morning Routine helps to create a classroom culture where students feel safe, supported and ready to learn. 
The elements of our morning routine are:  

-Greeting – teacher and class members greet and welcome each other using each other’s names. 

-Positive Primer – this is a short activity designed to give humour and make people smile. 

-Values – the class talk about what our school values are and what might we see if people are 
living them.  How can these values add to our learning in the classroom? 

-Expectations – teacher and class discuss what are our expectations of each other for the day? 

-Announcements – the opportunity for class teacher or students to share good news or random 
facts. 

-What went well (WWW) – class teacher and students discuss what went well in the morning 
routine. 

 

As our morning routine occurs at the start of the day, 

children who are late to school may miss out on this 

opportunity. Please try to get your child to school on time to 

enable them to be a part of the routine. 

 

During this term each class will introduce a ‘Zen Den’ which is a spot in the classroom which students can use to 
take a ‘pause’ whilst they get ready to learn. 
 



Reading Initiative 
During 2021 we will continue our whole school reading initiative.   Through this initiative we aim to celebrate 
reading success, work in partnership with families, further build our school culture which values reading and also 
help our students to become better writers as they increase their vocabulary and experience of text types. 
 
When a student reaches a milestone in their reading efforts the following will apply in celebration; 

25 signed reading diary entries 

Students will choose a stationery/literacy item from the prize box 

50 signed reading diary entries 

Students will receive a bookmark 

75 signed reading diary entries  

Students will choose a stationery/literacy item from the prize box 

100 signed reading diary entries  

Students will have their photo added to the reader wall of fame in the library 

125 signed reading diary entries  

Students will receive a certificate  

150 signed reading diary entries  

Student will receive a raffle ticket for a book voucher to be drawn at the last assembly of the term and 
will choose a stationery/literacy item from the prize box 

175 signed reading diary entries  

Student will choose a stationery/literacy item from the prize box  

200 signed reading diary entries  

Student will receive a raffle ticket for a book voucher to be drawn at the last assembly of the term and 
will choose a stationery/literacy item from the prize box 

Here are 7 top tips to support reading at home 
(courtesy of the Education Endowment 
Foundation) and using the TRUST model to talk 
about reading: 



Order online via the QKR App  before 8:30am or lunch orders can be placed by students  in the blue tub in classrooms. 




