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UNDERWRITING AND SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT 
 

BETWEEN 
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY 

AND 
 

___________________________________________ 
 

 
 
This agreement is made by and between Southern Methodist University, a non-profit, 
Texas Corporation, by and through its Meadows School of the Arts, Division of 
Journalism (“SMU” or “SMU Journalism”) and _____________________ (“Sponsor”) 
for underwriting of Journalism print and online publications. The parties hereto agree as 
follows: 
 
I. GENERAL TERMS 
 
A. Sponsorship / Underwriting Agreement:   

• Includes online acknowledgement on smudailycampus.com and 
smulook.com 

• Includes one full page advertisement placement in the print issues of SMU 
Look published in a one-year period from the contract start date 

• Includes mention on SMU-TV for active programs produced during the 
one-year period including but not limited to the news program, the Daily 
Update 

 
B.  Limitation of program mentions:  

• Sponsor can be mentioned 'on-air', but we cannot advertise prices or 
suggest any 'call to action’ in program mentions. Therefore, on air 
mentions will include the sponsor’s name and offer general 
information. This is considered “name recognition.” 

 
 
II. PAYMENT 
 

A. The Sponsor agrees to pay SMU the sum of $______, for all services outlined 
in I A & B above in ____ payment(s): $______ at the time of the agreement and 
$______on ____________. 

B. Donations and Underwriting Support are non-refundable. 
 
III. RESPONSIBILITIES OF SMU JOURNALISM 
 

A. SMU Journalism is responsible for ensuring that the Sponsor’s information is 
carried in the manner above in print, online, and active SMU-TV programs 

B. Any failure, interruption or delay in presenting the sponsor’s announcement 
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online or on SMU-TV shall not constitute a breach of contract for any of the 
following causes: power outage, Internet service disruption, building 
emergencies, or any other cause beyond SMU’s control. Should there be a 
failure to transmit the Sponsor’s announcement, SMU Journalism will make 
good the announcement at the next possible program opportunity for 
television programs and/or Internet acknowledgement when Internet service is 
restored. 
 

IV. MISCELLANEOUS 
 
A. Force Majeure.  If either party is unable to carry out the terms of this contract to 

its fullest extent by reasons for any cause deemed by SMU as reasonably beyond 
the non-performing party’s control, the non-performing party shall not be held 
liable for suspension or delay of performance.   

 
B. Relationship of the Parties.  It is expressly agreed and understood that this 

Agreement is not intended to, nor shall the same ever be deemed or construed so 
as to create a partnership between SMU and the Sponsor, or make SMU and/or 
the Sponsor joint venturers, or make SMU and/or the Sponsor in any way 
responsible for the debts or losses of the other. 

 
C. Indemnification. To the fullest extent permitted by law, the sponsor shall 

indemnify, defend and hold harmless SMU, its successors, assigns, trustees, 
officers, employees, volunteers and agents thereof, from and against any and all 
loss, cost, expense, damage, injury, liability, claim, demand, penalty, or cause of 
action (including attorney’s fees) directly or indirectly arising out of, resulting 
from the sponsorship except to the extent arising from the negligent or malicious 
act.   

 
D. Confidentiality. SMU and Sponsor agree not to make public the terms of this 

contract. 
 
G. Entire Agreement. This Agreement is the entire agreement between the two 

parties, and any amendments shall be made in writing and shall be signed by both 
parties.  This contract supersedes any prior agreements between the parties, 
whether oral, written or by custom. 

 
ACCEPTED AND AGREED TO: 
 
SPONSOR 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
              Date 
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SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY 
 
 
By: ____________________________________________________________ 

Elizabeth Loboa     Date 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 

 
Read and approved on behalf of the Meadows School of the Arts 
   
By: _____________________________________________________________                

Tony Pederson    Date 
Belo Distinguished Chair in Journalism 
Southern Methodist University 
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