RMS 4946: Advanced Qualitative Research
Spring 2019 – 4 credits

Thursday 6:30-9:40PM
Room: 
KRH 302
Instructor: 
Nick Cutforth
	Office:
	KRH 231


Email: 
nicholas.cutforth@du.edu
Telephone:
303-871-2477
Office Hours: Tuesday: 12-1PM and 3-6PM; and by appointment
Course Description
This course introduces exemplary qualitative studies and consideration of implications for education and the social science, and considers the types of questions asked by qualitative researchers and methods they use, particularly observation and interviewing. Students conduct their own qualitative study to consider application of theory, techniques, and practice to their dissertation research. 
Prerequisite: Students must have completed RMS 4941 and RMS 4942, or have the permission of the instructor.
Course Objectives
This course assumes that you have some knowledge and skills in research design and the collection and analysis of data. Readings and class discussions will focus on exemplary qualitative studies and rigorous qualitative study design. You will have with the opportunity to use qualitative research methods in ways that advance your doctoral dissertation proposal, and to report your findings through written and oral presentations. The open, nurturing atmosphere of this course will open up new windows and provide new lenses so that you will come to see your dissertation topic in a new and confident light. Possibilities include: developing a chapter(s) (i.e., introduction, review of literature, methods) for your dissertation proposal, designing and implementing a pilot study for your dissertation, or a combination of both.
Course Learning Outcomes
At the end of this class you will be able to: 
1. Develop three or more of the following elements of your dissertation proposal: your research question(s), conceptual and theoretical framework, literature review, research design, data collection instruments, data analysis procedures, carry out a small-scale pilot study
2. Describe the values and assumptions, and strengths and limitations of the appropriate qualitative research approach for your doctoral dissertation. 
3. Identify the methodological, ethical, practical, relational, and political considerations involved in your dissertation
4. Explain your own presuppositions and subjectivities in regard to your specific content area, theoretical lens, and qualitative research approach
5. Develop your own academic voice through providing and accepting constructive group feedback in relation to yours and others’ thinking and qualitative writing
6. Identify the skills and strategies to successfully complete your doctoral dissertation
Course Assignments 
Six assignments are associated with this class. Please submit papers via Canvas.
	Assignment
	% of Grade
	Due Date

	1. Project Proposal
2. Project Development Plan

3. Research Project

4. Research Journal 

5. Class Engagement & Contribution
6. Oral Presentation 
	5%

5%

50%

15%

10%
15%
	Week 2
Week 5
Week 10
Week 10
Ongoing

Weeks 9 and 10


1. Project Proposal (5%)
At the first class meeting, you will provide an overview (i.e., a 1-page summary single spaced) of your planned dissertation study to share with the class (make copies for classmates). Include the following: statement of your research problem, purpose statement and research question, your specific research approach, and data collection methods and procedures.  
By the second week of class, submit a 1-page (single-spaced) project proposal.  Possibilities include: developing a chapter(s) (i.e., introduction, review of literature, methods) for your dissertation proposal, designing and implementing a pilot study for your dissertation, or a combination of both.  If conducting a pilot study, complete the IRB Course Project Approval Form and briefly discuss how you will modify the Course Informed Consent Form (both are on Canvas).
2. Project Development Plan (5%) 

On or before the 5th week of class, you will schedule and attend a 30-minute meeting with me and submit a brief (1-page single spaced) report summarizing your project’s progress and including products in development (e.g., drafts of literature review, methods section, interview protocol, etc.).  

3. Research Project (50%)
You will write a paper that reflects the progress you have made on your project proposal.

4. Research Journal (15%)
You will keep a research journal which will include weekly reflections on your research project; the substantive theoretical and methodological issues that emerge from the assigned texts, class and community of practice discussions, and additional Canvas resources; and your understanding of the skills and strategies to successfully complete your dissertation.
5. Class Engagement & Contribution (10%) 
In this class, we will work together to develop a learning community that is inclusive and respectful. Our diversity may be reflected by differences in race, culture, age, religion, sexual orientation, socioeconomic background, and myriad other social identities and life experiences. A dedication to inclusiveness requires respecting what others say, their right to say it, and the thoughtful consideration of others’ communication. Both speaking up and listening are valuable tools for furthering thoughtful, enlightening dialogue. 
Class sessions will include small group conversations and whole-class discussions based on the readings and research activities. You will make unique and meaningful contributions to our learning community by critically engaging with the readings and will be expected to come to class prepared to share the following: 

· your summation of each reading

· the extent to which each reading informs your perspective on qualitative research 
· the extent to which each reading relates to your dissertation research
You will assist our class formulate intelligent questions and clarify concepts during our class discussions, listen mindfully and provide constructive feedback to your peers, and deliver well-prepared presentations.
We will form communities of practice (CoPs) before the second class session in which you will share your data and your understandings, questions, and suggestions for each other’s work.  
In addition, on one occasion during the class, you will present an article related either to your research topic, research approach (e.g. ethnography, narrative inquiry, case study, feminist inquiry, action research, etc.) or research design (e.g., interviewing, observation, document/artifact analysis, etc.). Provide a 1-page summary for your classmates in advance or I can make copies (include full citation of reference) and be prepared to make a 15-minute presentation illustrating the article’s relevance to your dissertation research.  
6. Oral Presentation (15%)
During the last two weeks of class, you will make a short oral presentation (25-30 minutes) on your research project findings. You will receive feedback from both your classmates and me.  
Grading
	Grade
	Points
	Description

	A

A-
	93-100

90-92
	Denotes work of superior quality, which may be demonstrated in terms of criticism, logical argument, interpretation of material, originality, and creativity.

	B+ 

B
	87-89

83-86
	Denotes work of predominantly good quality, demonstrating a sound grasp of content, together with efficient organization, and the capacity to make some critical appraisal of the material.

	B-

C+
	80-82

77-79
	Denotes work that is of barely adequate quality, with minimal achievement of the course objectives and understanding of the material.

	C
	73-76
	Denotes work that is of weak quality, with borderline achievement of the course objectives and partial understanding of the material.

	C-
	70-72
	Denotes work that is of low quality, and minimal standing in terms of meeting University degree requirements, with lowest level achievement of the course objectives and barely adequate understanding of the material.

	D+
	67-69
	Denotes work that is unacceptable for meeting University degree requirements.

	D
	63-66
	

	D-
	60-62
	

	F
	0-59
	


Required Texts 

There are no required texts for this class. All class readings and additional resources are posted on Canvas. 
Schedule
	Session: Date
	Topics Covered
	Assigned Readings

	1: 4/4
	Introduction to the Course and Preparing for your Dissertation
Your activities: You will come to class prepared to share your dissertation ideas with your classmates.  We will also discuss the pre-course readings.
	· Come prepared to provide a 5-10-minute overview of your planned dissertation study.  Bring along a 1-page summary (single spaced) to share with your classmates and me (8 copies). 
Pre-course readings:
· Kilbourn, B. (2006). The qualitative doctoral dissertation proposal.  Teachers College Record, 108(4), 529–576.
· Bowen, G. A. (2005). Preparing a qualitative research-based dissertation: Lessons learned. The Qualitative Report, 10(2), 208-222.

	2: 4/11
	Qualitative Research: A Refresher

	· Lincoln, Y. S. (1995). Emerging criteria for quality in qualitative and interpretive research. Qualitative Inquiry, 1(3), 275-289.
· Ellis, C., Bochner, A., Denzin, N., Lincoln, Y., Morse, J., Pelias, R., & Richardson, R.  (2008). Talking and thinking about qualitative research. Qualitative Inquiry, 14(2), 254-284.
· Tracy, S. J. (2010). Qualitative quality: Eight “big-tent” criteria for excellent qualitative research. Qualitative Inquiry, 16(10) 837–851.

	4/11
	Due:  Project Proposal (one-page single spaced)

	3: 4/18
	Who is the Researcher?
	· Rager, K. B. (2005). Self-care and the qualitative researcher: When collecting data can break your heart.  Educational Researcher, 34(4), 23-27.
· Kiesinger, C. E. (1998). From interview to story: Writing Abbie's life.  Qualitative Inquiry, 4, 71-95.

	4: 4/25
	Observation
	· Angrosino, M. V., & Mays de Perez, K. A. (2000). Rethinking observation: From method to context. In N. K. Denzin & Y. S. Lincoln (Eds.), Handbook of qualitative research (2nd ed., pp. 673-702). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.
· 

	5: 5/2
	Interviewing
 
	· Roulston, K., deMarrais, K., & Lewis, J. B. (2003). Learning to interview in the social sciences.  Qualitative Inquiry, 9(4), 643-668.
· Danby, S., Ewing, L., & Thorpe, K. (2011). The novice researcher: Interviewing young children. Qualitative Inquiry 17(1) 74–84.

· Bird, C. M., (2005). How I stopped dreading and learned to love transcription. Qualitative Inquiry, 11(2), 226-248. 
· Guest Speaker, Dr. Cynthia Hazel, Professor, Child, Family & School Psychology.

	5/2
	Due:  Project Development Plan & Meeting (one-page single spaced)

	6: 5/9
	Ethics, Subjectivity, & Reflexivity


	· Peshkin, A. (1988). In search of subjectivity-one's own. Educational Researcher, 17(7), 17-21.
· Davies, D., & Dodd, J. (2002). Qualitative research and the question of rigor. Qualitative Health Research, 12(2), 279–89.
· Guillemin, M., & Gillam, L. (2004). Ethics, reflexivity, and “ethically important moments” in research. Qualitative Inquiry, 10(2), 261-280

	7: 5/16
	The Use of the Internet in Qualitative Research


	· Convery, I., & Cox, D. (2010). A review of research ethics in internet-based research. Practitioner Research in Higher Education, 6(1), 50-57.
· Wilson, E., Kenny, A., &  Dickson-Swift, V. (2015). Using blogs as a qualitative health research tool: A scoping review. International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 1–12
· Deakin, H., & Wakefield, K., (2014). Skype interviewing: Reflections of two PhD researchers. Qualitative Research, 14(5) 603–616.

	8: 5/23
	Data Analysis


	· Lichtman, M. (2005). Making meaning of your data. In Qualitative research in education: A user's guide. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.
· Anfara, V. A., Brown, K. M., & Mangione, T. L. (2002). Qualitative analysis on stage: Making the research process more public. Educational Researcher, 31(7), 28-38.
· Li, S. & Seale, C. (2007). Learning to do qualitative data analysis: An observational study of doctoral work. Qualitative Health Research, 17(10), 1442-1452.

	9 & 10: 5/30 & 6/6
	Project Presentations 
	· No readings. Use these weeks to prepare for your presentation and write up your research project.

	6/6
	Due: 
· Research Project and Research Journal


Supporting and Continuing Your Learning
During this course you will familiarize themselves with important conversations occurring among qualitative researchers worldwide. One place to find these conversations is the Qualitative Research Special Interest Group with the American Educational Research Association. The website is http://www.aera.net/SIG082/Qualitative-Research-SIG-82. Another is the listserv QUALRS-L – an electronic discussion group for those interested in using qualitative research – which you are required to subscribe and participate in during this course. To subscribe to QUALRS-L, go to the web site: https://listserv.uga.edu/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=QUALRS-L&A=1.
4

