Midterm Self-Assessment

The midterm self-assessment is a reflection on and assessment of your development and learning at the halfway point.  This is useful to identify your strengths and what is going well for you, in addition to examining what is not working and what you can do differently.  In this writing you should draw connections and highlight your growth in a coherent analysis.  
As we have discussed in our course, it is critical to identify and acknowledge the sources that are contributing to your learning.  For this essay you should refer to a minimum of three course texts that have facilitated your growth and development.  Make sure to provide evidence for your analysis by using concrete examples, details, and evidence to support and illustrate key points.  You will need to include a bibliography as well, either a Works Cited page (if using MLA format) or a References page (if using APA format).
You may want to consider the following questions while brainstorming your essay:

· What ideas, theories, and learning experiences are most compelling to you thus far?

· What connections are you discovering among these ideas, theories, and learning experiences within the course?

· What connections have you identified between what you are learning in this class and other learning communities and courses?  Between this class and your major?  Between this class and your learning experiences outside the classroom?  

· How well are you meeting the goals that you set for yourself as a student in this course?  What is going well for you?  Are there goals you want to revise or add?

· What is most challenging for you about this course?    
· What can you do differently to meet your goals for yourself and what suggestions do you have for this course?  

Your essay should be a minimum of 4 full pages, but do not feel restricted by this length requirement.  You are asked to turn in your draft, your comments from our peer review session, and your revision.  The final version is worth 100 points, or 10% of your final grade.

Midterm Self-Assessment Evaluation Criteria:

· Effective introduction; draws the reader in, creates interest, states main argument(s).

· Demonstrates complexity - learning and ideas are articulated clearly and with detail.

· Incorporates specific examples from the texts and life experiences to illustrate/support key points and build arguments.

· Demonstrates evidence of integrative thinking; author is making connections across texts and other learning experiences.

· Provides evidence of significant engagement in course ideas.

· Paper is well structured and organized; smooth transitions and flow; concludes strongly.

· Shows attention to writing style (e.g., clarity in writing; evidence of having edited and proofread the work, examples/evidence appropriately integrated and cited; bibliography follows APA/MLA format).

· Meets assignment guidelines (e.g., incorporates 3 course texts, bibliography is included, essay is at least 4 pp in length).
