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The Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) in collaboration with the World Health Organization (WHO)  organized the “Expert Group Meeting on Mainstreaming Disability in MDG Policies, Processes and Mechanisms: Development for All”. The meeting was held at WHO Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland on 14-16 April 2009.

Eleven experts with experience in MDG policies, programmes, monitoring and evaluation and disability were invited by the Division for Social Policy and Development in close collaboration with the World Health Organization.  Selected United Nations agencies and organizations and non-governmental organizations participated as observers.

The objective of the meeting was to identify entry points for disability inclusion in all MDG processes for the upcoming 2010 periodic review to have an impact on related policies and recommendations. To this end, participants of the meeting discussed existing knowledge and experience on the MDGs and inclusion of disability within the United Nations and the disability community. The meeting also discussed in which key MDG processes and documents disability should and could be included,
 and made specific recommendations that would provide a “road map” for action. 

It is expected that the following key outcome and recommendations of the meeting would serve as input to consultations among all stakeholders tasked with furthering implementation, monitoring and evaluation of MDG goals at all levels, and that the results be integrated into the current MDG processes and mechanisms.

Conclusions 
· The Millennium Development Goals cannot be achieved without the full and effective inclusion of persons with disabilities and their participation in all stages of the MDGs processes.
· The current MDGs framework, tools and mechanisms provide several opportunities to mainstream disability in the MDGs.
·  The existing data gaps on disability within the context of the MDG evaluation and monitoring continues to be a major challenge.  Available data, however, could be used to support the inclusion of disability in current MDG evaluation and monitoring processes, while on-going and new MDG evaluation and monitoring efforts should add a disability component as part of their overall data collection endeavours.

· Specific measures should be taken for mainstreaming disability at global, regional and national levels for short-term, medium-term and long-term results. 

· With a view to the 2010 periodic review, priority should be given at this time to targeting actions at the global level in the context of monitoring
.

· Collaborations should be initiated within the United Nations system and with relevant stakeholders to foster strategic thinking and planning on the MDGs and disability.  In this regard, establishing an informal resource group could ensure that a platform for on-going dialogue and feed back is possible.

Recommendations

· Some specific options where disability may be mainstreamed include: (a) reports, tools and guidelines; (b) specific MDGs and MDG indicators and (c) mechanisms and processes. 

Reports, tools and guidelines

· At the global level, two main areas of strategic action for short-term results include the report of the Secretary-General on the work of the organization and the Millennium Development Goals report.

· Tools and guidelines that would be effective entry points to mainstream disability in monitoring of MDG policies, processes and mechanisms at the national level would be the handbook on Indicators for Monitoring the Millennium Development Goals—Definitions, Rationale, Concepts and sources 
 and at the national level, the guidance note on the Country Reporting on the Millennium Development Goals 
.

MGDs and MDG indicators
· All MDGs are relevant to and affect the lives of persons with disabilities.

· Focusing on the inclusion of disability in current indicators would be more effective in the short-term to promote the inclusion of disability data than proposing new indicators.

· Where data is not available, options of where and how disability could be addressed should be provided. The absence of data may also be an indication, among other things, of the lack of attention that disability may receive in the context of a particular issue. 
· The United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) should propose options to Inter-Agency Expert Group on MDG indicators to mainstream disability in its work.

· UNSD should engage with national statistical offices to increase awareness and build capacities to collect disaggregated data on disability.

Processes and Mechanisms

· The IAEG could provide guidance and support on how disability could be mainstreamed.

· At the regional level, Regional Commissions who work in cooperation with regional partners, United Nations specialized agencies and other development partners such as regional development banks could use disability supplementary targets by region in their regional analysis.

· Other entry points/mechanisms include: the Second Committee of the General Assembly as well as human rights treaty bodies such as the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; Committee on the Rights of the Child; Committee on the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.

� The full report on the Expert Group Meeting may be found at hppt://www.un.org/disabilities/default.asp?id=1470. The views expressed in the report are those of the experts and do not necessarily represent the views of the United Nations





�These would include planning, monitoring and evaluation of all MDG related plans, programmes and policies in international development currently in operation or in the planning stage.


� See Full Report Annex IV for the detailed recommendations of medium and long-term actions.


� Indicators for Monitoring the Millennium Development Goals--Definitions, Rationale, Concepts and sources (United Nations Publication, Sales No. E.03.XVII.18).   


� Country Reporting on the Millennium Development Goals: Second Guidance Note, United Nations Development Group, October 2003. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.undp.or.id/mdg/documents/Guidance%20for%20MDG%20Report.pdf" ��http://www.undp.or.id/mdg/documents/Guidance%20for%20MDG%20Report.pdf�.   





