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STANDARD

Excavated trenches are in straight line and gradient required for 
the pipe as specified

Excavated trial holes to ascertain the position of underground 
services so as to determine the most suitable position for the 
permanent works

The width of trenches provide a clearance of 300mm on each 
side of the pipe
Strong and sufficient shoring to support the sides and/or bottom 
of the excavations is properly provided

Excavations with excessive depth are filled solid with Grade 15 
concrete

Used pneumatic chisel for trenches in road, tarmacadam or 
similar road surfaces to neatly cut with the edges straight and 

CHECK

EXCAVATION ACROSS THE ROAD

GENERAL

Protection to existing services/structures provided

Sufficient pumps provided for dewatering

Adequate ventilation and efficient apparatus provided to keep all 
excavations free from all gases
Last 150mm of the excavation is removed by hand to the 
required depth, and the pipe bed carefully bonded in and 
trimmed along its whole length
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Granular material or OIC approved material used for filling round 
the pipes and 300mm over the pipes. Carefully placed and 
thoroughly consolidated with hand rammers
The remainder of the trench filled with suitable material and 
thoroughly rammed by a mechanical rammer
For trenches in roads, the backfilling  in layers not to exceed 
150mm in depth. Elsewhere the depth of each layer of backfilling 
not to exceed 250mm
Check there are no depressions due to settlement or any other 
reason. If any discovered, fill and compact immediately

Steel plates provided and firmly secured to cover open trenches  
to ensure no movement and to reduce excessive noise due to 
vibration

similar road surfaces to neatly cut with the edges straight and 
vertical
Trenches across road opened by NOT more than half the width of 
the carriageway at one time
Road drains are free from obstructions at all times

The continuous length of open trench in public roads restricted 
to a length not exceeding the distance between two adjacent 
manholes or any lesser length as directed by OIC

Hand and mechanical rammers are ready at site before backfilling

Continued on Next Page

BACKFILLING
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CHECK

No surplus excavated materials deposited on private land unless 
Contractor produces the written authority of both the owner and 
occupier of the land
Cleared up all carriageways, footways and verges interfered with 
and left the site of works free for access or any succeeding work

Road/driveway, pavement, hardstanding and turf reinstated to 
its original state

ROAD, DRAIN AND SURFACE REINSTATEMENT

Surplus excavated material left after works, spread and levelled, 
or carted away & deposited from the site as directed by OIC

DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS EXCAVATED MATERIAL
STANDARD
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