
Administrative Staff Council Meeting Minutes 
October 5, 2016 

 
Members Present:  (25 Members Present)  
Lee Aylward, Jeff Borganelli, Rebecca Bouse, Patsy Burchfield, Claire Cole, Deborah Cox, Emily Dabney, 

Kelvin Davis, Leigh Emerson, Jennifer Farish, Cody Hawkins, Ted Hochradel, Richard Houston,  Julie 

Jackson, Everett Loper, Rhonda Loper, Davlon Miller, Hayley Murrell, Marilyn Read, Christy Riddle, 

Christie Rocconi, Jeff Slagell, Caitlyn Thompson, Mary Helen Varner, Jeanna D. Wilkes 

Members Absent:  (19 Members absent) 
Laura Abraham, Cecil Barnett, Robin Boyles, Lynn Buford, Chip Cooper, Edwin Craft, Jeffrey Farris, Dana 

George, Lisa Giger, Tina Gladden, Robert Grant, Emily Jones, Matt Jones, Bevin Lamb, Heather Miller, 

April Mondy, Brett Oleis, Mary Ruth Phillips, David Tanner 

I.   Call to order/Welcome 

 Chair, Christie Rocconi, officially called to order the meeting of the Administrative Staff Council 

at 8:30 a.m. in the Simmons Room.    

 Introductions – the following were introduced as new to Staff Council or new to the University:  

Mary Helen Varner (Internal Auditor), Cody Hawkins (SGA Liaison to Staff), Jeff Barkman 

(Facilities Management Director), Lyle Cole (Foundation Accountant) 

II. Program 

 Jeff Barkman, Director of Facilities Management, shared a little about himself (married, two 
teenage boys, from TN), and shared that his staff was renovating Fugler Hammett.  He 
emphasized that communication was very important to him. 

 
III. Approval of Minutes 

 Minutes from September 2016 meeting were distributed by e-mail.  Davlon Miller made a 
motion to approve the minutes.  Lee Aylward seconded the motion.  The minutes were 
approved unanimously by the membership. 

 
IV. Officer’s Reports 

 Chair: Christie Rocconi – Christie updated the group on status of the state flag on campus.  No 
decision has been made at this time.  She reported that SGA had conducted a survey, which 
included responses from students, faculty, staff and alumni and were also adding the question 
to the Homecoming election ballot.  Christie did a call for volunteers for the Homecoming 
Parade, as well as entries.  DSU will be feeding the visiting band students and offering time with 
the Admissions Staff as well. 
 

 Chair-Elect: Caitlyn Thompson – No report. 
 

 Past Chair: Marilyn Read – No report. 
 

 Executive Secretary/Treasurer:  Julie Jackson 
o DSU Fund Balances per Banner: 

 Fund 10    $2,500.00 



 Projects    $1,195.00 
 Staff Development   $2,885.00 

o Foundation balances per Deborah Cox:   
 Staff Appreciation $359.94 
 Staff Development $46.97 
 Projects  $1046.63 
 

 Public/University Relations Coordinator: Jennifer Farish – No report. 
 

 Ombudsman: Jeff Slagell – No report. 
 

V. Committee Reports: 
• Incentives and Recognition, Emily Jones (absent), Marilyn Read reported 

o Employee of the Month for September – Sheila Millican – Commercial Aviation 
o Smile on You for September – TBA (has not been awarded yet) 

 
• Projects, Rhonda Loper – Rhonda reported that SC had partnered with Student Life to offer a 

campus wide Homecoming Door Decorating Contest (DSU through the Decades).  For more  
information, see Rhonda.  She also shared that she would have more information soon about  
our annual food drive.  

 
• Salaries & Benefits: Robin Boyles – No report. 

 
• Staff Development: Emily Dabney accepted the position of chair of Staff Development. 

 

• Student Government Association: Cody Hawkins – Cody shared that they had been given “goal 

setting sheets”.  The SGA Senate had approved the Student Court Justices and they were already 

hearing ticket appeals.  The recent elections showed an increase in voting numbers. Cody also 

reported that they were discussing moving away from Class Favorite elections and going 

towards a Mr./Miss Statesmen, which would be different that Mr./Miss DSU.  The reasoning 

behind this is that the voting has become very intense, high pressure and a popularity contest. 

VI. Faculty Senate Report:  
 Brett Oleis – No Report. 

VII. Old Business:  
 None  

 
VIII. New Business:   

 Next month we will elect At Large Members to replace members who are no longer at DSU.   Be 
on the lookout for an email from Christie to submit nominees. 
  

IX. Announcements:  
 Graduate & Continuing Studies – offering  a Burlap Door Hanger class. 
 Blues Conference Update – 349 registered, papers were presented from all over the US.  The 

events were really good, too. 
 Homecoming Parade has been revived.  Get involved. 



 Career Services is assisting with the Congressional Fellowship program.   
 Christy Riddle announced the Pivot Program for full time or part time students.  This program is 

designed to assist students with their school expenses. 
 

 
X. Adjournment:  Christie adjourned the meeting at 9:05 a.m.  


