English Faculty Meeting Minutes for 10/10/06

Present: Gary, Betsy, Dale, Andy M., Linda H., Debra, Muriel, Miriam, Jo, Eunice

           
Announcements:
            13th at Spirit Room: 7:00, poetry reading
18th in SE 314: noon, Provost to talk to faculty and doctoral students about PhD
            20th in Minard 135: 3:00, Department meeting. There will be a vote on a couple policies
            Nov 1 Pedagogical Luncheon: We will be talking about the vertical writing program
 
Minors form: The curriculum committee revised the minors form, and we approved it. It is attached. They now send it to the AHSS curriculum committee.
 
PhD planning report: A subgroup met with communication to discuss a contingency plan for our doctoral students in case our PhD isn’t approved. We have also contacted Michigan Tech about receiving some of our students and counting their course work if the PhD isn’t approved. They are considering our request.
 
Updates on program review and review of tenure candidates: Representatives of the program review committee came to the department today and asked questions and took a tour of the facilities. Reviews of Gary and Betsy need to be done to give them a 2-week period for response.
 
Search committee news: We still await approval of our request to recruit. We discussed various scenarios.
 
Update on DCE funds: Dean Riley has told us that we can not use DCE funds to supplement office staff salaries unless they work overtime. 
 
Downtown space: We talked about what kind of use we would propose for available space in the Pioneer building downtown. We talked about a literacy center, space for our ConnectND technical writers, a usability lab. We thought that a relatively large space with movable cubicles that could be set up for work space, but also space enough for conference tables in a couple places might be ideal. We talked about the document design center that Carnegie Mellon developed, a consulting center that took on documentation projects from around the university and eventually became an autonomous center. Tied to this discussion was some brainstorming about perhaps requesting a line for a person who could run such a center and direct a grants writing service for the university. Such a center would provide good opportunities for our graduate students.
 
Cosgrove seminars, readings in library: Jim Council asked us to consider using the reading room space in the library to host poetry or literature readings. We thought we might combine that with the Cosgrove Seminars.
 
