Research Student Feedback Report
It is a requirement of the new Code of Practice on Postgraduate Research Degrees that Departments collect and review feedback from research students, and provide an annual report to the Dean of the Graduate School for consideration by the School Board.

In 2005-06, Departments were asked to complete a Research Student Feedback Report covering student feedback in 2004-05. The report comprised two sections: a survey of arrangements for student representation; and a summary of issues raised by students and of action taken. The responses
 from the 11 Departments that replied are summarised below.

Representation of research students

Three Departments (AFM, Lang & Ling, and Maths) have separate Staff Student Liaison Committees for research students. The other Departments, with one exception, have a Graduate SSLC that includes research students as members. The exception is Economics, which has a single SSLC for all students in the Department.

The proportion of research students on Graduate SSLCs ranges from 20 per cent of the membership to 50 per cent. Six of the seven Graduate SSLCs have a standing item to consider research student business.

Eight Departments reported having other mechanisms in place to collect feedback from research students and identified the following:
	Supervisory Boards
	2

	Contact with Graduate Director
	2

	Feedback forms
	2

	Contact with supervisor
	1

	Student Satisfaction Survey
	1

	Monitoring reports to Progress Committee
	1

	Supervisors' reports
	1

	Students' progress reports
	1


The responses provide evidence that Departments have appropriate arrangements in place for the representation of research students.

Issued raised by research students
Two Departments reported that no issues had been raised by research students at the SSLC in 2004-05. For the other Departments, the issues most frequently raised were:

· Office space

· Equipment

· Funding for conference attendance

· Contact with other research students

· GTA issues

The reports provided evidence that SSLCs were being used as a forum to raise issues of concern to research students and that Departments were acting on these.

Departments also provided information to the School on any issues identified in the Student Satisfaction Survey and on action taken. Student raised the same issues as listed above.  In addition, comments were made concerning careers advice, and research and generic skills training.

The Graduate School Board discussed the results of the SSS at its last meeting.

Wendy Clifton-Sprigg

Deputy Academic Registrar
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� Eleven departments returned completed forms: AFM, CCFEA, CPS, Computer Science, Economics, Lang & Ling,  Law, LiFTs, Maths, Philosophy and Psychology 





