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FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT ON TRADE FACILITATION 
 IN APTA PARTICIPATING STATES 

 
(hereinafter referred to as “this Agreement”) 

 
 

The Governments of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, the People’s Republic of China, the 
Republic of India, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, the Republic of Korea and the 
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, Participating States of the Asia-Pacific Trade 
Agreement (APTA) (hereinafter referred to as “Participating States”); 
 
AFFIRMING the importance of sustaining economic growth and development in all 
Participating States through joint efforts in liberalizing trade and promoting intra-APTA trade and 
investment flows; 
 
RECOGNIZING the growing importance of cooperation with regard to trade facilitation for 
Participating States and the negotiations on trade facilitation of the World Trade Organization’s 
Doha Development Agenda; 
 
RECOGNIZING the importance of implementing the Revised Kyoto Convention; 
 
RECALLING Article 11 of APTA, which provides that Participating States shall explore further 
areas of cooperation with regard to border and non-border measures to supplement and 
complement the liberalization of trade including trade facilitation measures; 
 
RECOGNIZING FURTHER the need to operationalize the provisions relevant to trade 
facilitation which are stipulated in (c), (d) and (f) of Article 12 of APTA and widen the coverage 
of cooperation; 
 
RECALLING FURTHER the decision of the APTA Ministers in their Ministerial Declaration 
adopted at the Second Session of the Ministerial Council in Goa, India on 26 October 2007 to 
direct the Standing Committee to adopt modalities for the extension of negotiations into other 
areas, such as non-tariff measures, trade facilitation, services, and investment, as soon as possible; 
 
DESIRING to enhance and sustain trade competitiveness and efficiency of Participating States 
by taking trade facilitation measures;  
 
MINDFUL of the different levels of development of Participating States; 
 
  


























