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GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 

PERSONNEL, INFORMATION TECH, & DIVERSITY

COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES

A meeting of the Government Operations, Personnel, Information Tech 
& Diversity Committee of the Suffolk County Legislature was held 
via Zoom in the Rose Y. Caracappa Legislative Auditorium of the 
William H. Rogers Legislature Building, 725 Veterans Memorial 
Highway, Smithtown, New York on April 14, 2021.

Members:
Legislator Sammy Gonzalez - Chairman 
Legislator Jason Richberg - Vice Chairman
Legislator Susan A. Berland
Legislator Tom Donnelly
Legislator Leslie Kennedy
Legislator Kevin McCaffrey
Legislator William Spencer

Also in Attendance: 
Presiding Officer Robert Calarco
Sarah Simpson - Counsel to the Legislature
Dan DuBois - Deputy Clerk/Suffolk County Legislature
Derek Stein - Aide to Presiding Officer Calarco
Bennie Pernice - Budget Review Office
All Other Interested Parties

Minutes Taken By:
Gabrielle Severs - Court Stenographer 
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(The meeting was called to order at 10:01 a.m.)

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
Good morning.  Good morning.  Welcome to the Government Operations, 
Personnel, Information Tech and Diversity Committee meeting.  If we 
can all please rise for the Pledge of Allegiance led by Legislator 
Donnelly.

(Pledge of Allegiance)

Good morning again, everyone.  Thank you for attending.  Thank you 
for attending the Gov Ops, Personnel, Information Tech and 
Diversity Committee meeting.  We will begin.  As of right now, we 
do not have any correspondence, and, once again, due to Covid 19 
pandemic and in accordance with the governor's executive order, 
in-person public comments will not be permitted during this 
meeting.  We are going to be moving on to our agenda.  We do not 
have any appointments or presentations today.  Do we have any 
cards, by any chance, for any speakers?  

MR. DUBOIS:
No, we do not.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
Okay.  Thank you.  

Moving right along to our agenda.  Tabled Resolutions:  

IR 1145, Establishing a notification requirement for auctions held 
by the County. (Richberg). Motion to approve?  

LEG. RICHBERG:
Motion to approve by Legislator Richberg.  Is there a second?  

LEG. BERLAND:
Second.

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
Second by Legislator Berland.  Can I have a roll call, please.  

(The roll was called by Mr. DuBois)

LEG. RICHBERG:
Yes. 

LEG. BERLAND:
Yes. 

LEG. GONZALEZ:
Yes. 

LEG. KENNEDY:
Hi.  Let me just stop this for one second.  

LEG. MCCAFFREY:
I don't hear anything.  
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LEG. KENNEDY:
I'm here. You hear me now?  

LEG. RICHBERG:
I can hear you.  We can't -- Kevin can't hear us.  

LEG. KENNEDY:
I'll just say I was under the impression that this was being 
modified.  

LEG. RICHBERG:
It was modified.  

LEG. MCCAFFREY:
I'm going to try to jump on something else.  

LEG. KENNEDY:
Let's wait for Kevin, but again, that's what I was under the 
impression.  

LEG. BERLAND:
I believe it was filed; the amended version was filed.

LEG. RICHBERG:
But again.  

LEG. RICHBERG:
No, not again.  

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes. 

LEG. RICHBERG:
It was amended as of March 11.  

LEG. KENNEDY:
Right.  

LEG. RICHBERG:
That was after the last set of committees.  It wasn't amended after 
that.

LEG. KENNEDY:
No.  It's in the process of being is what -- again.  

LEG. BERLAND:
No.  

LEG. RICHBERG:
No.  

LEG. BERLAND:
I don't know.  It's Jason's legislation.  He says no.  

LEG. KENNEDY:
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Wait, wait, wait.  Are we on 1175?  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
No, 1145.  

LEG. KENNEDY:
Oh.  Okay.  Well, there we are.  I'm fine with that.

LEG. BERLAND:
Never mind.  That's an Emily Litella, right, from Saturday Night 
Live, "Never mind."  

LEG. KENNEDY:
Emily Litella, yes.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
Can we continue the roll call then, please.

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes.

LEG. MCCAFFREY:
(No answer)

LEG. DONNELLY:
Yes. 

LEG. SPENCER:
Yes.  

LEG. CALARCO:
Yes.  Legislator McCaffrey I think was trying to log back in.  He 
was having a technical issue.  

LEG. RICHBERG:
So just to be fair to Kevin, so this resolution, what this does is 
it asks all the departments that hold auctions to basically report 
to all the other ones and inform them of what's going on.  
Basically, if you -- especially with the focus on real estate and 
the comptroller's office and the land bank as well because both of 
those agencies of the county hold auctions that could have to do 
with tax grievances and 215s and the like, so we want to make sure 
that if any other property, if any other body is holding an auction 
that they are communicating so nobody is left blind-sided by an 
auction in the future.  Are there any questions?  

LEG. BERLAND:
Great idea.  Is Kevin back?  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
Hey, Kevin.  Are you back?  I had to switch computers and a 
different background.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
Wow.  Look at him.  
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LEG. MCCAFFREY:
Looks good, doesn't it?  

MR. DUBOIS:
So I'll continue.  

LEG. RICHBERG:
I think, Kevin, you're up to vote.  

LEG. MCCAFFREY:
What are we voting on?  I'm sorry.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
IR 1145.  That's establishing a notification requirement for 
auction.

LEG. MCCAFFREY:
Yes.  

MR. DUBOIS:
Eight.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
Okay.  So IR 1145 is approved.  

We're going to be moving onto introductory resolutions.  

IR 1175, Adopting Local Law No. -2021, A Charter Law to establish 
an Independent Office of Inspector General for Suffolk County. 
(Trotta) 

I believe this needs be tabled for a public hearing.  I'll do the 
motion to table.  Can I have a second on that?  Second by 
Legislator Kennedy.  Roll call, please.  

(The roll was called by Mr. DuBois)

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
Yes to table. 

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes. 

LEG. RICHBERG:
Yes. 

LEG. MCCAFFREY:
Yes. 

LEG. BERLAND:
Yes.  

LEG. SPENCER:
Yes. 
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LEG. CALARCO:
Yes. 

MR. DUBOIS:
Eight.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
IR 1175 is tabled.  

IR 1189, Authorizing the County Executive to execute an agreement 
with the Suffolk County Detective Investigators Police Benevolent 
Association (DIPBA) covering the terms and conditions of employment 
for the period January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2024. (Co. 
Exec.)  

I have Jen McNamara and Ed Fennessey.  You guys can come on, 
please, to speak on these contracts.  

LEG. BERLAND:
Can I make a motion to approve?  You want a motion?  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
Actually, we're going to hear -- we could do it either way.  If you 
have a motion to approve, Legislator Berland, I'll second.  And 
then moving -- before we get the rest of the voters, please a 
couple words on the contract and then we are going to ask the 
numbers on the contract.  

MS. MCNAMARA:
Sure.  Good morning, legislators.  This is a six-year contract 
consistent with the the pattern of all of the other law enforcement 
contracts that have come before this body.  It provides the same 
percentage of raises as the others, 11.25 over the life of the 
contract.  It is consistent in terms of the changes that have been 
made to sick time, longevity, meal money, and the recall 
provisions.  It's a very concise contract.  It's a very small 
contract.  Those are sort of the major points.  If there's any 
specific questions that you have, we'd be happy to answer them.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
Any questions from any of the legislators?  

LEG. RICHBERG:
If I may, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
Legislator Richberg.

LEG. RICHBERG:
So this is in accordance with the other public safety police union 
contracts?  

MS. MCNAMARA:
Yes, it is. 

LEG. RICHBERG:
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And then you've said it expires in July of 2024.  

MS. MCNAMARA:
I'm sorry.  December 31, 2024.  

LEG. RICHBERG:
December 31.  

MS. MCNAMARA:
Correct.  

LEG. RICHBERG:
So and this goes back to 2019.  Do they all expire at the same time 
on December 31?  

MS. MCNAMARA:
If my memory serves me correctly, yes.  

LEG. RICHBERG:
And there was one other question and I had and I can't find it.  
How many members are in this union?  

MR. FENNESSEY:
Fifty-one.  

LEG. RICHBERG:
Fifty one.  Okay.  Thank you very much.  

MS. MCNAMARA:  
Thank you.

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
Next is Legislator Kennedy.  

LEG. KENNEDY:
I just want to clarify.  So from what I read, the total over this 
period of years will be just a wee smidgen over a million dollars 
for all of the detective investigators involved; is that correct?  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
That question, I'm going to pass that one on to BRO, please, that 
can give us the fiscal impact on that.  

MR. PERNICE:
Sure.  We sent out a memo early last week.  I don't know if you had 
a chance to look it; if not, it's on our website.

LEG. KENNEDY:
I did.

MR. PERNICE:
It averages about $500,000 from 2019 to 2024 with a total contract 
cost of approximately 3.1 million. 

LEG. KENNEDY:
Over the lifetime?  
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MR. PERNICE:
Yes, from 2019 which had a zero percent increase and 2024 -- 
through 2024.

LEG. KENNEDY:
But I was just speaking about the actual salary not benefits or 
anything else.  Is the little bit over a million the salary; is 
that correct?  

MR. PERNICE:
It's almost two million for salary.  It's 1.9.  

LEG. KENNEDY:
All right.  Thank you.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
Any other questions?  Okay.  So roll call, please.  

(The roll was called by Mr. DuBois)

LEG. BERLAND:
Yes. 

LEG. GONZALEZ:
Yes. 

LEG. RICHBERG:
Yes. 

LEG. KENNEDY:
Yes. 

LEG. MCCAFFREY:
Yes. 

LEG. DONNELLY:
Yes. 

LEG. SPENCER:
Yes. 

LEG. CALARCO:
Yes. 

MR. DUBOIS:
Eight.  

CHAIRMAN GONZALEZ:
IR 1189 is approved.  

Ladies and gentlemen, that is our agenda.  We are now adjourned. 

(The meeting was adjourned at 10:11 a.m.)
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