Appendix 1: Health & Safety Checklist
During a fostering assessment and/or annual review process, applicant’s foster carers homes need to be confirmed as safe, secure and risk assessed for children and young people to live in.  Kent County Council has a duty of care to support foster carers and a new applicant to ensure as far as is possible that their home (that they chose to foster in) fulfils health and safety standards.  The health and safety checklist below contains all the checks that are required and offers additional guidance, where applicable.

Please ensure that applicants/carers read through the checklist and the recommendations provided and sign to confirm that they agree with the findings and will take responsibility for any actions required.

You/they must ensure that children and young people are cared for in a home which is safe from harm or hazard, with regular interviews and ongoing risk assessments.  Please then review the form jointly and highlight any areas which need improvement or correction with agreed timescales.

The Health and Safety Checklist should be considered alongside the individual Safe Care Plan for each child/young person to be placed/in placement.

	Name of foster carer(s):
	Date of visit:
	Approval or recommendation:

	
	
	


Section 1 – General Household

	
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Comments
	Recommendation

	Are there any obvious hazards?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are the home and vehicles of the family tobacco free?
	
	
	
	
	

	Do rooms have sufficient light to read and play by?
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the accommodation hygienically clean? Including furniture being safe and clean? 
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the accommodation suitable for the number of children/young people living or proposed to live in it? 
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there sufficient space for the children to undertake their homework?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are there any pending building work or upgrading that will require panning permission or building control?
	
	
	
	
	

	Do you have a fire escape plan that has been discussed with all members of the household?
	
	
	
	
	

	Can children eat in a comfortable and relaxed atmosphere? 
	
	
	
	
	


Section 2 – General safety factors (Internal)

	
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Comments
	Recommendation

	Do you have any firearms or weapons?
If yes, do you have the appropriate licence for this?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are all banisters filled in or have a minimum gap between rails of 4 inches?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are all heating appliances fixed to the wall?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are all large areas of glass fitted with safety glass i.e. double glazed?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are all window and door keys easily available in the event of a fire?
	
	
	
	
	

	Do windows have locks/restrictors that prevent windows opening more than 6.5 cm? (for under 8’s)
	
	
	
	
	

	Are fire guards used?
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there a Carbon Monoxide detector fitted? If not please provide 
	
	
	
	
	

	Are sockets overloaded?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are smoke detectors fitted and used?
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there a thermostat on the hot water control to prevent scalding? 
	
	
	
	
	

	Are alcohol, cigarettes and lighters kept out of reach of children and young people?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are furnishing in good condition and suitable for use?
	
	
	
	
	

	Is electrical equipment in good repair?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are all rooms maintained at a reasonable temperature?
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there an easily accessible and working fire extinguisher or fire blanket?
	
	
	
	
	

	Has a trip device been fitted to the electrical circuit to prevent fatal shock?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are the cords for window blinds hazardous?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are there any freestanding mirrors?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are there any glass tables?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are carpets and rugs securely fixed or non-slip and free from wear? 
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there easy access around rooms/hallways i.e. furniture doesn’t restrict? All sharp edges cushioned and heavy furniture items securely fixed?
	
	
	
	
	


Section 3 – Medical

	
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Comments
	Recommendation

	Does a household member hold an up to date first aid certificate?
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there an accessible well equipped first aid box?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are medicines locked away out of reach of children and young people?
	
	
	
	
	


Section 4 – Kitchen

	
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Comments
	Recommendation

	Are bleach and poisonous substances stored in their original containers out of reach of small children?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are matches and lighters stored in their original containers out of reach of small children?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are chest freezers kept locked (for under 10 year olds)?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are flexes short and out of reach?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are kitchen work surfaces and flooring undamaged and kept clean?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are knives and other utensils kept out of reach?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are foods appropriately stored and the fridge kept at the correct temperature? Below 5 degrees
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there a fridge thermometer?, If not please provide
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there a cooker guard in place?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are the feeding/sleeping arrangements for animals/pets hygienic?
	
	
	
	
	


Section 5 – Bathrooms/Toilets (inside/Outside)

	
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Comments
	Recommendation

	Are lights or electric fires controlled by a pull cord?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are razors locked out of reach?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are shampoos and cosmetics out of reach?
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there a lock on the door?
Is it out of reach of small children?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are draw/cupboard locks fitted?
	
	
	
	
	


Section 6 – Bedrooms

	
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Comments
	Recommendation

	Is there a lock on any of the bedrooms?
	
	
	
	
	

	Is it out of reach of small children?
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there suitable bedding and storage for their belongings?
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there adequate space for age of child e.g. homework/play? 
	
	
	
	
	


Section 7 – General safety factors (External)

	
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Comments
	Recommendation

	Are cars fitted with passenger restraints and carrycot restraints?
Do you ensure that all children wear the correct seatbelt?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are balcony’s safe and secure with correct spacing?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are garden / DIY equipment/chemicals locked away, out of sight and reach?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are garden fences and gates secure and in good condition?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are garage and sheds locked?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are greenhouses, ponds, water tanks, sandpits etc. covered or fenced off?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are trampolines secure with the appropriate enclosures and pegs?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are all swimming pools appropriately covered?
	
	
	
	
	

	If a swimming pool, where are chemicals stored and how is the pool maintained?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are swings, slides and children’s play areas fixed to the ground securely and kept in good condition?
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the garden free from dog/cat fouling?
	
	
	
	
	

	Is there a rotary washing line fitted?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are there any hazardous/poisonous plants?
	
	
	
	
	

	Does anyone smoke in the household? If so where and how are cigarette ends discarded? 
	
	
	
	
	


Section 8 – Parent & Child placements & children under 5 years.

	
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Comments
	Recommendation

	Is the proposed room a suitable size for a bed and a cot/moses basket?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are stair gates used at the top and bottom of stairs?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are accessible power points fitted with child restraints safety covers?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are high chair, buggies & child equipment in good condition and suitable for use?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are all blinds/curtain cords out of the reach?
	
	
	
	
	

	If a cot is used are there any gaps bigger than 1.5 cm between the mattress and the cot to prevent babies head from getting trapped.
	
	
	
	
	

	Are cots/beds positioned away from windows and radiators?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are you aware that pillows and duvets are not to be used for babies under 12 months old?
	
	
	
	
	


General checks:

	Gas Check (5 Yrs)
	Electric check (5 Yrs)
	Car Insurance
	MOT Certificate

	
	
	
	

	Pet Assessment
	Home Contents Insurance
	Home Buildings Insurance
	Building Regulations Check

	
	What are the feeding and sleeping arrangements for pets in the household 
	
	

	Fire Safety 
	Has a fire check been carried out on the property? If so when? 
	
	


	Requirements and Actions
	To be completed by

	Kent County Council 
1.
	

	By carers/applicants
1.
	


I agree that the above information within this health and safety checklist is an accurate reflection and I agree to undertake the recommendation(s) as noted above within agreed timescales and to comply with any guidance that has been provided by Kent County Council.

	Signature of foster carer

	

	Name

	
	Date
	


	Signature of foster carer

	

	Name

	
	Date
	


Report Completed by:

	Name:

	
	Designation:
	

	Signed:

	
	Date:
	


