PhD Art History and Visual Culture Dissertation Proposal Guidelines

Following the successful completion of your comprehensive exam/oral examination by the end of the winter term (ideally) of year II (term 5), you are required to prepare a dissertation proposal in consultation with your supervisory committee.

At a minimum, the proposal should contain a brief statement in non-technical language on the purpose of the dissertation research, its relationship to existing work in the area, and the contribution which the researcher hopes to make to the advancement of knowledge in the field.  In addition, the proposal includes a working title, bibliography and the name of the supervisor and the supervisory committee, plus approvals. The title should indicate as clearly as possible the area of research, but it is understood that the title may change.  The recommended length is 8-12 pages, (excluding bibliography), double spaced, with 12 point font.  It’s advisable to include the following: 

· Summary of Argument
· Justification of Research
· Chapter Overview
· Methodology
· Program of Research and Writing Schedule

Your committee should provide commentary towards its preparation, prior to an oral presentation that will take place in the context of the Graduate Seminar class – GS ARTH 6000 held on Tuesday afternoons from 2:30-4:30 in the FW term. 

Included with the Dissertation Proposal 
1.) Thesis/Dissertation Research Form (TD1) - This form also outlines ethics approval requirements. Submission of the proposal to the Office of the Dean, Graduate Studies, includes submission of the relevant research ethics forms and documentation. For more information, please refer to the Research Ethics section of the FGS Website.
http://gradstudies.yorku.ca/files/2014/06/td1.pdf

2.) Ethics tutorial certificate - http://www.pre.ethics.gc.ca/default.aspx (must be submitted with or without the use of human participants.

Approval Process
Following approval of the proposal by the supervisory committee, students must submit one or more copies of the proposal to the graduate program director. After confirming that the relevant faculty and internal program requirements have been satisfied, the program director is responsible for submitting the proposals to the Office of the Dean, Graduate Studies.  FGS will respond within 4-6 weeks. 

Suggested Timelines
	Year 1 – Term 1 Fall (2 courses) 
	Year 2 – Term 4 Fall (1 course, if req’d) 

	ARTH or outside
	*Prepare/Study for Comps in Dec. or Jan.

	Year 1 – Term 2 Winter (2 courses) 
	Year 2 – Term 5 Winter (1course)

	ARTH or outside
	 GS ARTH 6020 3.0 - Dissertation Seminar
Comprehensive Exam

	Year 1 - Term 3 Summer (1 course) 
	 Year  2 – Term 6 Summer 

	GS ARTH 6020 3.0: Summer Institute (elective) 
	Proposal Due end of June. 
Enrolment blocked for fall if not submitted.



*determined in conjunction with committee
