
AFGE Local 2578 Monthly Meeting Minutes

The members of AFGE Local 2578 met at 12:00 PM, Tuesday, June 30, 2020.  The monthly 
meeting was held via audio-conference connections to NARA telework locations.

A quorum of members was present.

President Ashby Crowder called the meeting to order.

Roll Call of Officers: Officers present were President Ashby Crowder, Executive Vice President
Kimberlee Ried, Sergeant-at-Arms Joe Byrnes, and Secretary Daniel Dancis. 

Meeting Minutes:
Dancis read the May meeting minutes. The meeting minutes were approved as corrected.  

Treasurer’s Report: 
Crowder gave only a brief unofficial report. A full report will be given next month. 

Representational Activity:
I.  Crowder provided the following information about COVID-19:

The Council has been meeting with the Agency to prepare for reopenings. It is worthwhile to 
review the material that has been issued.

Performance plans may need to be modified in light of the pandemic. Part of the process is to 
make sure members are not unfairly treated due to circumstances out of their control. Members 
are reminded to reach out to a Union representative if in need.

Statutory Leave complaints or concerns need to be done through the negotiated grievance 
procedure. 

II. Sharmila Bhatia reported about weekly meetings with Jay Bosanko and Micah Cheatham 
about phased reopening and encouraged listeners to review the detailed plans that have been 
issued. Bhatia Emphasized that during the reopening phases, except in special circumstances, the 
majority of staff are being asked to return voluntarily. For any health or family concerns about 
returning to the worksite, members are urged to make sure to work through EEO to get the 
paperwork filed. Bhatia explained that the opening is unprecedented and a work in progress. If 
things are not working, staff should reach out to the Council to let them know what is working 
and not working.  

III. Crowder reported that an Arbitration was settled in the SE region.



Safety and Health Committee:  
No report. 

Legislative Committee:
Crowder reported on the Trump administration attempts to abolish OPM. AFGE is working 
against this. 

Organizing Committee: 
Crowder reported events will resume once facilities reopen and it is safe to hold events. He 
called for ideas for how to do this successfully. 

Communications Committee: 
Ried reported that the Local’s website through AFGE is live and the local purchased its own 
domain which is:  https://www.afge.org/local2578/.

Crowder recognized Jimmy Greenlee for his outreach to new members.

Women’s and Fair Practices Committee: 
No report. 

Ad Hoc Election Committee:  

No report from the committee. Crowder reported that the election process will perhaps start in 
July. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Crowder reported about the Local’s Hatch ACT Litigation, which now rests with Judge Zenith in 
Greenbelt, and is awaiting for the Judge to rule or schedule oral arguments. 

NEW BUSINESS & Q&A Open Discussion: 

Crowder and Ried discussed that the recruitment bonus is still in effect and a question about the 
rebate when signing up online was brought up.  

A question was raised about Union participation in the new task force to address racism at 
NARA. Crowder explained that as an EEO committee a union member should be appointed and 
Bhatia said that this is on her radar but as yet nothing has been decided since this is a very new 
development.  

It was clarified that Union reps are NOT doing walkthroughs of the facilities as they reopen. 

Bhatia reminded staff about the contact information for the Council - staff should reach out with 
questions or concerns about reopening to afge.council260@nara.gov 

A question was raised whether the Union has a fund for victims of COVID-19, the answer is yes.  



COMMENTS FOR THE GOOD OF THE LOCAL: 

Crowder reported on the June 8 statement from AFGE, that AFGE Stands with Black Lives 
Matter.   

A MOTION to adjourn the meeting was put forth by Kimberlee Ried. SECONDED by Jessie 
Wilensky. APPROVED by voice vote.  

The meeting was adjourned by President Crowder at 12:31 pm.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

The next regularly scheduled meeting of AFGE Local 2578 will be held July 28, 2020.

Respectfully Submitted June 30, 2020.

Daniel Dancis
Secretary, AFGE 2578


