Bellevue Community College

Department of English

English 093

Winter 2003

Instructor: Sara Safdie

Office: R230

Telephone and e-mail: (425) 564-4185; ssafdie@bcc.ctc.edu
Required Texts and Materials:

Jump Start, Barbara Fine Clouse

A Reader for Developing Writers, Santi V. Buscemi

A good collegiate dictionary is highly recommended for this course

Course Description:

This is a class which will prepare you for English 101 and all college-level classes that require writing. Emphasis will be on refining the writing process, from prewriting to drafts to editing. You will improve your writing through class and small group discussions of readings and writing assignments; by writing out-of-class and in-class essays; by refining editing skills, and by developing critical thinking skills.

Course Objectives:
By the end of English 093, you should be able to discuss readings and topics in large or small groups, express opinions, and analyze writings—including other students’. Your writing at the end of the quarter will be at college level, which means that you should be able to organize your ideas; develop an introduction; provide support for your ideas; have an appropriate conclusion; have a good sense of paragraph breaks, and exhibit sentence and word choice variety. You will also develop editing skills which will help minimize problems with agreement (subject-verb and pronoun), verb tenses and verb tense shifts, prepositions, verbals, modals, and infinitives.

Course Requirements, Policies, and Other Important Information:

In order to be able to register for English 101, you’ll need to receive a C- or better in this class. For more information about grading, please see the last page. You’ll be writing four out-of-class, medium-length essays as well as two in-class essays. Because I stress writing

as a process as well as writing for an audience, the out-of-class essays will generally follow a consistent sequence. I’ll give you a set of four to six topics for each essay, most of which will be based on essays we’ll read or ideas we’ll discuss in class. I will post these topics and other assorted assignments on the Arts and Humanities website, http://www.bcc.ctc.edu/artshum/studentinfo.asp. After two or three days, you’ll bring in a thesis statement and a map or outline for one of these topics and discuss these in peer groups. About two to three days after that, you’ll bring in rough drafts of your essays which you’ll present to the same peer group. After receiving their comments, working with the Writing Lab, or consulting with me, you should come up with a final version of your essay. You’ll share this essay one last time in your peer group. While you’re in groups, I’ll be checking in on each group and giving suggestions for your work. I should see your writing at least once during this process. If for some reason I don’t see your work, please let me know so that I can give you feedback on it.


About two or three days after the third peer group presentation, you’ll turn in your finished essay to me. I’ll read through these versions and make comments relating to style, content, and organization as well as note any major writing problems I see. They’ll then be returned to you, generally within a week after I receive them, with a numerical grade and a rubric which will explain how your writing was graded.


All essays must be handed in on the announced date. I will accept essays up to two days past the due date, but these will be downgraded 10% for each late day. Essays over two days late will not be accepted. Please note: all out-of-class essays must be typed or word-processed, be 12-point size, and double-spaced. In-class essays are exactly that: they must be written and revised in class, though you will have the opportunity to use a computer. If you miss an in-class essay because of sickness, family emergency, etc., you must leave me a message on my voice-mail or e-mail, no later than the time of class on the date of the in-class essay. If you don’t, I won’t schedule a make-up for you.


We’ll also be working on your grammar skills. I have chosen our writing textbook very carefully to help review these skills. I’ll be bringing in “stories” where you’ll have to combine sentences to supplement your writing text; hopefully, you’ll be able to transfer this sentence-combining skill into your writing for sentence variety. We’ll be going to the Writing Lab (D222) every week and use various self-paced programs as well as write the in-class essays there.


During the quarter we’ll read essays from our reader. Since class discussions will revolve around these essays, it’s vital that you read assigned essays by their due date. You will also be responsible for giving a presentation at least once during the quarter to the class on a recent newspaper or magazine article. These presentations should last no longer than five minutes Finally, there will be “pop” quizzes throughout the quarter. These quizzes will ask you to write about assigned readings and, if necessary, vocabulary in these works.


At the end of the quarter you’ll turn in a portfolio, which will serve two purposes. It will give you a chance to reflect on the writing you’ve done over the quarter, and it will serve as the “final” for this class. It will also give you one more chance to show that your writing has achieved mastery at the college level. Your fourth essay will be included in the portfolio without any previous grading or comments from me though we will have peer groups for it. You will be able to revise your out-of-class essays for the portfolio (though this won’t change individual essay grades), so make sure you don’t throw away any graded essays or delete them from your disks. I will give you specific guidelines on the portfolio later on in the quarter.


Attendance is very important. I’ve adopted the division policy which states that “In order for students to be eligible for a grade in a course, they must not miss more than ten classes for any reason.” I will also follow the rest of the Arts and Humanities classroom policies. You may find these at http://www.bcc.ctc.edu/ArtsHum/studentinfo.html. 

We’ll be working on something new every day, so you cannot expect to succeed in this class if you do not attend. If you do have to miss a class, it is your responsibility to get any assignments given that day. I’ll have you exchange phone numbers with two people in class during the first week; please call one of them to get any assignments given on the day you missed. Missing a class is not an acceptable excuse for handing in an assignment late unless you arrange it with me. Please leave me a voice- or e-mail message if you have to miss more than one class, or if your absence coincides with the day an assignment is due.

Lateness is part of attendance. Coming in more than ten minutes late counts as half an absence. Walking in late can be disruptive, but I’d rather have you walk in late than not at all. If you do come in late, take a seat close to the door and sit down quietly unless someone is giving a presentation; in that case, please wait till he or she is finished to enter.

This class has people from diverse backgrounds and languages. It is my belief that every student has opinions and ideas worth listening to. It is fine to disagree with someone—including the instructor!—but please do this in a timely and respectful fashion. Listen to and respect others in the same fashion you would like others to consider your ideas. Private conversations, especially if in a language other than English, are discourteous when someone else is speaking. In fact, once you step into the classroom, English should be the only language you use. Reading textbooks, doing homework from other classes, etc. during class time is not acceptable classroom behavior.

Class participation is very important, whether as part of the class as a whole or in individual groups. It is also crucial to ask questions if you don’t understand an assignment or an issue under discussion in class. I am aware that for many of you, this is counter to your educational background. No one in the class will think you’re foolish for asking questions. The chances are very good that a question you ask will also be on the minds of other students.

The last, but certainly not least point, concerns plagiarism and cheating. Neither of these has a place in an academic setting. If you use someone else’s ideas or words, that person must receive credit for them. Similarly, all work you submit must be your own. You will not improve your writing if it’s not your own work. You can receive extra help from the Writing Lab on your drafts and revisions, but they will not write or edit them for you. If I find out that plagiarism has taken place, you will receive a 0 for that essay. You may talk to me about this in my office, but not during class time. I may also have to report plagiarism to the Dean of Student Services.

One final comment: I’m here to help you succeed. Don’t think I’m too busy to talk to you about some problem you may be having—of any nature. I will be available to meet with you over the quarter by appointment or from 11:30 to 12:20. You can also e-mail me about anything; I check my e-mail at least once a day during weekdays. Don’t hesitate to come to talk to me; certainly, don’t wait until the end of the quarter to work out something that is getting in the way of your progress. I’m looking forward to getting to know each of you during this quarter. I am sure that we’ll have a productive and stimulating time!

Special Student Accommodations:

If you require accommodation based on a documented disability, emergency medical information to share, or need special arrangements in case of emergency evacuation, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. If you would like to inquire about becoming a DSS student you may call 564-2498 or go in person to the DSS (Disability Support Services)  reception area in B132.

Other Important Information:
Please make sure to turn off any cell phones, pagers, and portable CD players or radios before you enter the classroom. Also, eating and the use of cosmetics during class time is inappropriate. If you stop attending class and do not withdraw, I will have to give you a grade based on your work until that point.

Grading:
The aim of this class is to improve your writing skills, not just to receive a grade. Your grade will reflect the quality of work and care you’ve put into the class. Unfortunately, effort alone is not enough; what matters is a real change in your writing. Your writing must meet the course goals and objectives; as much as I encourage hard work, that alone is not sufficient. I will not give you a C- or better grade for this class if it is obvious that your writing is not at English 101 level by the end of the quarter. Your grade will be based on the following calculations:


Out-of-class essays:


4 x 100 = 400


In-class essays:



2 x 100 = 200


Quizzes, homework,


    presentations, etc.:



     100


Portfolio:




     200


Attendance:




       50


Participation:




       50







   1000 total possible points

A=950-100; B=840-949; C=750-839; C-=710-749; D=630-709; F=below 600

