Soc 2155 (Fall, 2009)
Exercise 8—Literature Review Assignment
Value: 20 points

The purpose of this assignment is to build the literature review component of your research proposal.  You will need to find at least three empirical, scholarly research studies that relate directly to your research topic/question.  Your literature review is an important step in your proposal planning as it allows you to sharpen and better plan for your final product.  Instead of considering only your own perspective and experiences, reviewing a body of literature focusing on your topic allows you to build off of the knowledge that has been created by a community of scholars at large.  Basically, you will want to address the following two questions in this section of your research proposal: What is already known about your research?  How will your proposed research add to what has already been done? 

Consider the following guidelines as your search the existing literature: 

1. Use scholarly journals rather than popular magazines or newspapers. 

2. Select recently published information whenever possible.

3. Choose only empirical studies (studies that collect and analyze data)!  Do not include theoretical works, editorials, book reviews, etc (note: theoretical, editorial, and other types of publications can be used as ADDITIONAL sources above and beyond the required three).  I would be happy to look over the abstract of an article if you are unclear of its origin/classification. 

Your tasks are to:
1. Briefly state your research topic.  Provide me with a short introduction about what question you are trying to answer.  Why is this sociologically interesting—that is, what is the significance of your study?  The previous assignment (defining your proposal) should be a starting point for this section. 
2. Write an essay summarizing the contributions (findings) of the three references on your topic.  What have these scientists learned about the topic? Describe briefly what has been discovered.  Be sure to briefly state the research purpose, methodology (i.e., a quantitative survey of 500 students) and findings for each study reviewed.  Integrate the contributions of the three so that they flow smoothly together.  What do all three studies tell you, in general, about your topic? Studies might even contradict one another, which provides you with a statement of significance for step 1). 

3. Include a bibliography of the references you have reviewed on a separate page in ASA/APA format.  This page should be entitled REFERENCES. 

4. Be efficient.  We don’t need to know all the specifics of each article, just tell us what’s pertinent to your research question. 

5. For this assignment, your three articles should be put together in a literature review of no more than two double-spaced pages. You’ll likely need to expand upon this section for the final product, but you should have an excellent base upon completion of this assignment. 

GRAMMAR AND PUNCTIONATION ARE IMPORTANT!  IF YOU HAVE MULTIPLE TYPO’S AND/OR GRAMMATICAL ERRORS, YOU WILL LOSE POINTS!!!
HINT: 

A well written journal article can serve as an example for your own work.  Examine an article on your topic: it should also contain a literature review (do not plagiarize!). 

HAPPY WRITING!

