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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL & BID 
CONSTRUCTION OF NEW LANDSCAPING FOR THE I-285 & PACES 

FERRY ROAD INTERCHANGE SW QUADRANT, EB EXIT RAMP 
WITHIN GEORGIA DOT RIGHT-OF-WAY, LOCATED IN THE 

CUMBERLAND COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
Released November 14, 2014 

 
I. CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
 

The Cumberland Community Improvement District (CCID) is completing landscaping 
improvements in the southeast quadrant of the I-285 and Paces Ferry Road interchange 
along the eastbound exit ramp (“Project”). The Project includes removing and 
transplanting existing small trees and installation of new trees, shrubs and sod in the 
specified area. Plans are prepared and attached hereto as Exhibit “A.” 
 
Respondents must submit three (3) copies of their qualifications and sealed bid to 
the Cumberland CID (see address below) by 12:00 P.M. Noon on Monday, 
December 8, 2014 and must be in a sealed envelope and clearly marked 
“CUMBERLAND CID I-285/PACES FERRY INTERCHANGE LANDSCAPING 
RFP”. Any submittal received after this time will not be considered and will be returned 
unopened to the Firm. The submittal must be signed by an official authorized to bind the 
Firm to the Project, and contain a statement to the effect that the proposal is binding for at 
least ninety (90) days after the scheduled bid opening time. The submittal must contain 
all of the information listed in Section III (Required Information) of this document. The 
full address for submittals is as follows: 
 
     United States Postal Address                  Physical Address/Private Carriers 
     Cumberland Community     Cumberland Community 
     Improvement District     Improvement District 

ATTN: Brantley Day        ATTN: Brantley Day 
     P.O. Box 671868       240 Interstate North Parkway   
     Marietta, Georgia 30006      Atlanta, Georgia 30339 
      
The Cumberland CID reserves the right to consider modifications to submittals prior to 
the award of a contract, and to reject any and all submittals received as a result of the 
RFP. The Cumberland CID also reserves the right to waive any informalities or 
technicalities relative to any or all bids or qualifications and to request any additional 
information or clarification deemed necessary for the evaluation of any bid. The 
Cumberland CID is not liable for costs incurred by respondents prior to contract award. 
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II. SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 

Task 1: Each Firm, before preparing a bid, should visit the site of the proposed 
work, fully acquaint and familiarize themselves with the conditions as 
they exist and the character of the operation to be carried on under the 
proposed contract, and make such investigation as may be reasonably 
necessary to fully understand the facilities, difficulties, physical conditions 
and restrictions attending the work under the contract.   

 
Task 2: Each Firm shall thoroughly examine and become familiar with the 

drawings, specifications and other contract documents, including the labor 
conditions.  By submitting a price, the Firm agrees that it has carefully 
examined the drawings, specifications and other contract documents and 
the Addenda, if any, and the site, and that from its own investigation it has 
satisfied itself as to the nature and location of the work, the general and 
local conditions, and all matters which may in any way affect the work or 
its performance, and that as a result of such examination and investigation 
the Firm fully understands the intent and purpose of the documents and 
conditions of submitting the quote (See Section V.). The drawings and 
specifications are hereby incorporated and attached hereto as Exhibit “A.” 

 
Task 3: Divide the Project and pricing into multiple distinct phases, including 

removal and transplanting of existing trees, landscaping materials and 
installation, grading, etc. Provide detailed quote. 

 
Task 4: Construct the Project in accordance with the final landscape architectural 

plans. The Cumberland CID is receptive to suggestions and ideas that will 
improve the plan and final Project. Any changes to the landscape 
architectural plans, however, must be approved by the Project Manager 
prior to implementation by the selected Firm. 

 
Task 5: The Firm must complete the Project as outlined within this document and 

landscape architectural plans, on or before March 31, 2015. 
 

 
Conditions: 
 

 Project Manager – Brantley Day 
 Project Supervisor/Consulting– Joshua F. Winter 
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III. REQUIRED INFORMATION 
 

Each respondent is required to submit three (3) copies of a written proposal containing 
the information listed below.  Failure to provide all of the required information will affect 
the evaluation of the proposal.  Proposals should include the following: 

 
1. Prequalification with the Georgia Department of Transportation, submitting a valid 

registration. 
 

2. All Relevant Contact Information – Provide Firm name, name of primary point of 
contact, email address and phone number.  
 

3. History and Background of the Firm – Sketch the history of the Firm, identify the 
principals and their qualifications, and describe the Firm’s area of expertise. 

 
4. Approach to the Project – Describe how the Firm proposes to fulfill each task 

outlined in the scope of services. Omitting a task immediately disqualifies a bid 
submittal.  

 
5. Project Personnel – Provide the names and relevant experience of personnel who 

would be assigned to the Project.  Please include a description of their experience 
with similar Projects.   

 
6. Time Schedule – Provide an estimated schedule for completing each of the Project 

tasks in a format that identifies key benchmarks. This Project must be completed on 
or before March 31, 2015. 

 
7. Project Budget – Outline the cost of completing each task of the Project. Be as 

specific as possible in enumerating labor, materials, overhead costs, and any 
incidental expenses (See “Quote Submittal Requirements,” Section V. below). 

 
8. Description and References on Similar Projects – Provide a description of similar 

Projects completed by the Firm in the last three years, including the names and phone 
numbers of persons who can be contacted about the Firm’s performance on these 
Projects. 

 
9. Firm shall be bondable - A five percent (5%) bond is required with proposal 

submittal.  Award contract will require material and 100% performance bond. 
 

10. Insurance - Prior to Contractor's performance of any Work, Contractor shall obtain 
and maintain in force for the term of the contract the insurance coverages itemized 
below, at its own expense.  Certificates of Insurance must name CUMBERLAND 
COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, OLM, Inc., Winter Design, LLC, 
Cobb County, Georgia Department of Transportation, and Cobb County Chamber of 
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Commerce, Inc. as additional insureds and at a minimum must include certificates of 
insurance compliant with the following levels of coverage:  

 
(a.) Worker's Compensation and Employer's Liability for all employees working on 

the property with minimum limits of $100,000 each occurrence, $500,000 total 
policy, $100,000 per employee. 

 
(b.) Comprehensive General Liability, including Contractual and Completed 

Operations: $1,000,000 per occurrence and a general aggregate amount of 
$2,000,000.   

 
(c.) Automobile Public Liability Insurance:  Bodily Injury with limits of at least 

$250,000 per person and $500,000 for each accident and Property Damage of 
least $100,000 for each accident with medical pay coverage of $10,000 regardless 
of fault, covering all owned, non-owned and hired vehicles. 

 
(d.) Umbrella or Excess Liability Insurance:  $1,000,000 per occurrence. 

 
Contractor shall furnish satisfactory evidence of the required insurance to Owner prior to 
the execution of the contract. Contractor agrees that no policy may be canceled or 
materially altered without first giving Owner 30 days’ written notice.  All subcontractors 
or partners of Contractor must comply with the same insurance coverage requirements.  
The Contractor is responsible for the proper instruction for all safety measures for their 
personnel. 

 
11. Warranty - Firm shall warrant all materials and workmanship for a period of one (1) 

year. Firm is required to monitor the plant material for one (1) year, watering as 
needed as part of installation. Third party maintenance shall not void the warranty. 

 
 
 
IV. EVALUATION AND SELECTION PROCESS 
 
 Proposals will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 
 

1. Qualifications of the Firm – The Firm must demonstrate knowledge, training and 
experience in the installation and care needed to complete the Project.  

 
2. Understanding of the Project – The Firm must demonstrate an understanding of the 

objectives of the Project and the needs of the Cumberland CID. Must individually 
address each task under the scope of services, Section II. 

 
3. Experience with Similar Projects – The Firm must demonstrate successful 

experience with Projects of a similar nature.   
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4. Quote – The Firm must demonstrate that the quote submitted is reasonably related to 
the scope of services, in keeping with the technical approach proposed, and provides 
competitive economic value. 

 
5. Quality of Presentation – The Firm’s written proposal, and face-to-face 

presentation, if applicable, must be clear and complete. 
 

6. References - The Firm must have positive references for Projects of a similar nature. 
 
The Cumberland CID will evaluate all proposals. Face-to-face interviews will be conducted only 
if the evaluators believe it is necessary.  
 
The Firm determined to be responsive and responsible and with the lowest bid price will be 
recommended to the Cumberland CID Board of Directors for approval. 
 
The Firm selected will be notified following final determination by the Cumberland CID. Firms 
not selected for the contract will be notified at the same time. 

 
 
V. QUOTE SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS  

 
1. Quote shall be submitted in a sealed envelope within the sealed bid package envelope 

and labeled as “Quote.” No Firm may withdraw a quote within ninety (90) days after 
the actual date of opening thereof. 

  
2. Any Firm may withdraw a quote by letter or with proper identification by personally 

securing the proposal at any time prior to the time stated for the receipt of quotes.  No 
telephone request for withdrawal of quotes will be honored. 

  
3. Quotes containing exceptions or stipulations of any type may be rejected.  

 
4. No Firm shall place exceptions, stipulations, additions, or deletions on quote 

envelope.  
 
 

VI. ADDENDA 
 

1. No interpretation of the meaning of the drawings or other documents will be made to 
any Firm except by written Addenda. 

 
2. Should Firm find discrepancies or ambiguities in, or omissions from, the drawings, or 

should it be in doubt as to their meaning, it shall at once notify the Cumberland CID 
in writing at least two (2) days prior to the submittal deadline date fixed, otherwise, 
the Cumberland CID shall decide which of the conflicting requirements will govern 
and the Firm shall perform the work at no additional cost to the Cumberland CID in 
accordance with the Cumberland CID decision. 
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3. Interpretation or clarification of quote and contract documents, prior to the deadline 

date, will be made only by an Addendum duly issued by the Cumberland CID not 
later than one (1) day prior to the date fixed for submittals, properly numbered and 
dated, to all Firms and no interpretations or clarifications made other than by such an 
Addendum will be binding upon the Cumberland CID.  All costs for Addenda issued 
shall be included in the base quote or as instructed on the Addenda. 

 
 

 
VII. CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS 
 
 

1. This Project is funded by State and/or local funds. Accordingly, the successful bidder 
(Contractor) will be required to comply with all applicable State and local laws. 

 
2. In addition to the requirements stated above, the Firm selected for the Project must 

agree to a Firm fixed contract fee.  
 
3. The Firm and their subcontractors are required to be in compliance with the "Georgia 

Security and Immigration Act."  The Contractor must execute and submit the 
"Contractor Affidavit and Agreement," as well as the "Subcontractor Affidavit" 
executed by all of their subcontractors prior to beginning work on the Project. 

 
4. For utility work as defined in O.C.G.A. 43-14-1 et. seq. the Firm and/or its 

subcontractor(s) that will perform utility work must have a valid State of Georgia 
Utility Contractor License and comply with all applicable provisions of Chapter 14 of 
Title 43 of O.C.G.A. 

 
5. The Firm also must agree to comply with selected federal laws and executive orders in 

undertaking this Project. These include provisions related to equal employment 
opportunity, civil rights, and non-discrimination in awarding any subcontracts on the 
Project. The provisions of the applicable federal laws and authorities will be 
incorporated into the contract.  

 
6. The Firm must comply with each of the following: 
 

a.) USDOT/FHWA, A Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices – current edition; 
b.) GDOT Standard Specifications for Construction of Transportation Systems; 
c.) GDOT Special Provision Sections 202, 700 and 702; 
d.) ANSI Z 60.1 American Standard for Nursery Stock – current edition; 
e.) GDOT Scenic Byway Program and Corridor Management Plan Guidelines and 

Requirements; 
f.) The American with Disabilities Act.    
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7. Landscape Guidelines for the Project shall follow the policy established for 
“Landscaping on the DOT Right of Way” (TOPPS 6755-9) and/or as established by 
the Landscape Architecture unit of the Georgia Department of Transportation 
Maintenance. 
 

8. Indemnification: The Firm shall be responsible for any and all damages to property or 
persons and shall save harmless the CUMBERLAND COMMUNITY 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, OLM, Inc., Winter Design, LLC, Cobb County, 
Georgia Department of Transportation, and Cobb County Chamber of Commerce, 
Inc., inclusive of all officers, agents, and employers from all suits, claims, actions or 
damages of any nature whatsoever resulting from the negligence of the Firm in the 
performance of work under the awarded contract to complete the Project. 

 
The Firm also agrees to indemnify and hold harmless CUMBERLAND 
COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, OLM, Inc., Winter Design, LLC, 
Cobb County, Georgia Department of Transportation, and Cobb County Chamber of 
Commerce, Inc. against any and all claims, damages, losses and expenses arising out 
of the Firm’s negligent acts, errors or omissions in the performance of the Project and 
execution of the contract. 
 
These indemnities shall not be limited by reason of the listing of any insurance 
coverage. 
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