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MANDATORY PRE-PROPOSAL MEETING:  March 10, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. EST 

Main Entrance of Innovation Central High 
School  

                                                                                        421 Fountain St. NE 
       Grand Rapids, MI 49503  
         
OWNER:      Grand Rapids Public Schools 
       1331 Franklin SE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49501 
 
PRE-PROPOSAL QUESTIONS DUE: March 12, 2021 by 2:00 p.m. EST 
 
 Pat Podges 
 Plante Moran Cresa 
       Pat.Podges@plantemoran.com  
 
 
PROPOSALS DUE:       March 19, 2021 by 2:00 p.m. EST  
 
*Proposals must arrive before the deadline and the A/E Firm bears all risks of transmission failure 
        
 
PROPOSALS SHALL BE ADDRESSED TO:   Mr. Long Nguyen  

Director of Design, Construction and 
Renovation   

       Grand Rapids Public Schools 
       900 Union NE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49501 
 
A/E INTERVIEWS:     By Invitation Only 
       Week of March 29, 2021 Time TBD 
  
DESCRIPTION OF PROCUREMENT: Architectural/Engineering Design Services for 

the renovation and site improvements at 
Innovation Central High School and Grand 
Rapids Montessori Elementary, both of which 
share the same site.  

mailto:Pat.Podges@plantemoran.com
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PROJECT DETAILS  

 
Innovation Central High School, located at 421 Fountain St. NE, Grand Rapids, was originally constructed 
in 1910.  Additions were added in 1927, 1931 and, most recently, in 1982.  There are approximately 650 
students at the High School studying a range of academic programming consisting of Health Sciences 
and Technology (200), Business, Leadership & Entrepreneurship (165), Science, Technology, Engineering 
& Math (90), Design and Construction (165) and Teaching and Learning (18). 
 
The overall square footage of the five-level building is currently 235,350 SF.  The Building is registered as 
a Michigan Historic Site and sits on 5.11 acres of land bordered by Heritage Hill historic district.  The 
projected construction (hard) cost for the high school work is estimated at $20,000,000.00. 
 
Sharing the site is Grand Rapids Montessori Elementary School (formerly Fountain Elementary) located 
at 159 College Ave NE, Grand Rapids.  Constructed in 1918, this three-level elementary school is 35,425 
SF and sits on 1.92 acres adjacent to the high school.  The projected construction (hard) costs for the 
elementary schools is estimated at $1,400,000.00.  
 
Utilities are provided via a utility tunnel originating from the high school to the elementary school.  For 
the purpose of this scope, mechanical improvements at the high school need to be sized to 
accommodate the elementary school. 
 
Lighted surface lots are adjacent to both schools: 114 parking spaces for the high school and 40 parking 
spaces for the elementary school are currently provided.   
 
A Building assessment was conducted in 2020 by Plante Moran Cresa on behalf of GRPS to assess the 
condition of the high school building and the findings concluded the following scope should be included 
as part of this renovation program: 

A. There are areas within the building that show evidence of water infiltration from the roof or 
perimeter roof parapet wall that should be repaired and made weatherproof. Tuckpointing of the 
masonry was started but needs further investigation to finish the scope. 

B. The windows of the Building are operable and should be replaced with new high efficiency windows 
to match the palate of the building. 

C. Conditioned air is not provided in the building at this time.  Air Handling equipment was removed 
decades ago, and new ventilation systems will need to be provided as part of this scope.  Because of 
the historic nature of this building, ventilation distribution options will need to be evaluated. 

D. An upgrade of interior finishes is need throughout.  This includes walls, floors, ceilings, restrooms, 
elevators, millwork and furnishings. 

E. The High School Auditorium need to be renovated and provide access to comply to Life Safety and 
ADA requirements. 

F. There is an exterior fire escape that needs to be evaluated along with other Life Safety and ADA 
requirements. 

G. Improvements to the elementary school will be limited to electrical and HVAC upgrades and some 
interior improvements. 
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H. There will be a concerted effort to balance scope options and budget.  For that reason, the AE firm is 
being requested to include, as part of their basic services, third party independent estimating 
service throughout programming, schematic design and design development phases. 

I. To promote environmental stewardship, including LEED certification, if applicable. 

J. It is the desire of the District to maximize opportunities for diverse local businesses and employment 
opportunities for Grand Rapids residents. 

K. GRPS desires to commence the Project immediately after award which is anticipated to be April 
2021.  The Successful Firm will be required to work with the Owner, PMC, CM, Technology Designer 
and other critical consultants to determine the optimal scope of work and construction phasing plan 
to complete the Project, while meeting the overall Project schedule and budget.  

L. Firms are to satisfy all applicable codes, ordinances, regulations, etc., as enforced by the local 
(city/village/township), county, state or relevant federal agencies in preparing the Contract 
Documents.  Where a conflict exists between any code and the design or standard, the Successful 
Firm shall consult with Owner, prior to altering the design or specifications. 

M. Firms will be required to coordinate with Owner’s other vendors and consultants, including Owner’s 
Representative, Construction Manager, Technology Designer, Security Consultant, Environmental 
Consultant, Commissioning Agent (as applicable), Contractors, etc. in order to coordinate and 
integrate the different portions of the Project.  This will include attending design meetings, 
coordinating Design Documents, and modifying the schedule in order to meet Owner’s goals and 
objectives. 

N. GRPS intends to use a Criteria Based Selection (CBS) as an initial basis of evaluating proposals for the 
Projects.  In addition to Proposed Fee & Costs, GRPS may consider additional information, including 
but not limited to relevant sector experience, relevant project specific experience, proposed 
team/staff experience, standard of care percentage, available manpower/workload, financial 
stability, local presence, project approach, references / past experience, and other parameters as of 
means selecting firm(s) to interview. 
 

1. Grand Rapids Public Schools (hereafter referred to as “Owner” or “GRPS”) has engaged Plante 
Moran Cresa (hereafter referred to as “PMC”) to provide Owner Representation Services for the 
Architectural/Engineering (hereafter referred to as “AE”) Design Services selection process for 
Innovation Central High School.   

 
Your Firm is invited to submit a proposal for the services required in this RFP and the following 
documents which are attached hereto, and by reference incorporated herein in full and made a 
part hereof and form the Contract Documents which may result from this RFP.  This RFP includes 
the following attachments: 

 
A. Project Overview  

1. Scope of Services 1 page 
B. Project Scope   

1. Bond Program Preliminary Schedule 3 pages 
C. Contract Documents (C.1 and C.2 are redlined from AIA base Documents)  

1. Standard Form of Agreement:  AIA B101 – 2017, as modified 28 pages 
2. General Conditions:  AIA A201 - 2017, as modified 51 pages 
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3. Exhibit B - Design Phase Deliverables  10 pages 
D. Proposal Forms 

1. Detailed Proposal Form 3 pages 
2. Staff Allocation Matrix 6 pages          
3. Staff Hourly Rate Schedule 1 page 
4. Request for Qualifications 8 pages 
5. Relevant Firm / Team Experience Summary 2 pages 
6. Criminal Background Disclosure Affidavit 1 page 
7. Familial Disclosure Affidavit 1 page 
8. Iran Disclosure Affidavit 1 page 
9. Non-Collusive Affidavit 1 page 

 
This Request for Proposal (RFP) does not commit Owner to award a contract or to undertake any 
financial obligation whatsoever with respect to the requirement referred to herein.  Owner reserves 
the right to reject any Proposal with or without cause, to negotiate with any firm it has selected as 
qualified, to not award a contract, or to award one or more contracts.  Owner further reserves the 
right to waive any irregularity or informality in this RFP Process or any Proposal, and the right to 
award the Contract to any other than the Firm(s) submitting the best financial Proposal (lowest 
proposed Firm).  Owner reserves the right to accept or reject, without consideration, any Proposal 
which arrives late.  Owner reserves the right to request additional information from any or all Firms.  
In addition, notice is hereby given of the possibility that award may be made without discussion of 
the Proposal.  In the event Firm’s Proposal is accepted by Owner and Firm asserts exceptions, special 
considerations or conditions after acceptance, Owner, in its sole and absolute discretion, reserves 
the right to thereafter reject the Proposal and award another Firm.  Therefore, the Firms should 
submit their best Proposal initially from both technical and cost standpoints.   

 
1. MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS 

 
A. In addition to other requirements of this RFP, the following minimum qualifications must be 

met by the Firm in order to submit a Proposal: 
 

1. Firm has been business for at least the last ten (10) consecutive years.  There may 
be consideration to firms with less years in business if total experience meets 
desired criteria. 
 

2. Firm is licensed to perform the required design work in the State of Michigan 
 

3. Be familiar with and have experience in the education sector including having at 
least five (5) educational clients in the past ten (10) years 

 
4. Have completed design for projects of at least $25,000,000 for three (3) education 

sector clients within the last ten (10) years 
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2. PRE-PROPOSAL 

A. If additional information is needed by the Firm, written instructions covering such items will 
be issued by the Owner’s Representative to all Firms, and such items shall be included in the 
Proposal.  No oral instructions or interpretations will be considered as binding on the Owner 
unless confirmed by a written addendum. If it becomes necessary to revise any part of this 
RFP, notice of the revision will be posted on the e-Builder site listed under Item E below. All 
addenda issued shall become a part of this RFP. 

B. To avoid any miscommunication, each Firm must acknowledge all addenda which it has 
received, but the failure of a Firm to receive, or acknowledge receipt of any addendum shall 
not relieve the Firm of the responsibility for complying with the terms thereof. 

C. Firms may request that Owner clarify information contained in this RFP.  All such requests 
and inquiries must be made in writing via email to Pat Podges indicated on the first page of 
this RFP.  Owner will not respond to any Request for Clarification received after March 12, 
2021 at 2:00 p.m. EST.  The response to any Request for Clarification will be posted at the e-
Builder site listed below under Item E. 

D. CONFIDENTIALITY - YOUR PROPOSAL AND ANY MODIFICATIONS THERETO SHALL BE 
SUBMITTED ONLY TO THE UNDERSIGNED.  FAILURE TO COMPLY STRICTLY WITH OWNER’S 
INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING THE CONTENT AND MANNER OF SUBMISSION OF PROPOSAL 
INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, DISCLOSURE OF ANY INFORMATION IN THE PROPOSAL 
OR MODIFICATIONS THEREOF TO ANY THIRD PARTY OR OTHER GRPS BOARD MEMBERS OR 
STAFF MAY RESULT, AT OWNER’S SOLE DISCRETION, IN THE IMMEDIATE DISQUALIFICATION 
OF THE FIRM. 

E. Provide name, address, telephone and e-mail address of the firm responding to this Request 
for Proposal.  Please designate a single representative or prime contact with which PMC or 
Owner may communicate. 

F. RFP documents may be obtained at the e-Builder website created by PMC.   

https://app.e-builder.net/public/publicLanding.aspx?QS=3322325c6b4d4e6392ccf239ce31fb2e   

Please contact Jessica Zanetti at (248) 603-5103 or via email at 
jessica.zanetti@plantemoran.com for e-Builder access instructions, should you encounter 
any difficulties.   

 
3. PROPOSAL FORMAT 

 
Prepare and submit six (6) hard copies of your proposal package to Mr. Long Nguyen at the address 
listed on the cover page.  Packages should be in 8.5” x 11” format.  After submission of your hard 
copy proposal, but within 24 hours after proposals are due, please send an electronic copy of your 
proposal to Pat Podges at: Pat.Podges@plantemoran.com. 
 
Please be as brief and succinct as possible with your proposal response.  Each proposal package 
must be organized and consist of the documents, listed below: 
 
 

https://app.e-builder.net/public/publicLanding.aspx?QS=3322325c6b4d4e6392ccf239ce31fb2e
mailto:jessica.zanetti@plantemoran.com
mailto:Pat.Podges@plantemoran.com
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The following proposal format is required: 

Cover Letter (limit to one page) 
Section 1 – Project Approach Narrative 
Section 2 – Project Design Implementation Schedule 
Section 3 – Proposal Forms 

A. Detailed Proposal Form 
B. Staff Allocation Matrix  
C. Staff Hourly Rate Schedule 
D. Request for Qualifications Form 
E. Relevant Firm / Team Summary 
F. Criminal Background Disclosure Affidavit 
G. Familial Disclosure Statements  
H. Iran Disclosure Statement 
I. Non-Collusive Affidavit 

Section 4 – Clarifications and Exceptions 
Section 5 – Additional Information 
 
SECTION 1 – PROJECT APPROACH NARRATIVE – SEVEN (7) PAGE MAXIUM 
♦ Submit a narrative detailing your Firm’s approach to existing building conditions, gathering 

information, organizing and implementing a design approach strategy for Innovation Central 
High School and Grand Rapids Montessori Elementary that aligns budget and schedule.  
Summarize your strong points and describe how your experience will benefit the Grand 
Rapids Public Schools in its renovation of both schools. 

1. The approach should take into consideration the process and methodology for 
soliciting feedback from relevant stakeholders (including GRPS Administration, staff, 
coaches, potential community members, etc.), documenting and evaluating the 
provided information and insight and ultimately incorporation within the final 
design documents. 
 

2. Both schools need significant utility and HVAC upgrades.  A strong understand and 
experience with retrofitting and upgrading existing buildings will be an important 
consideration in the selection process.  Please speak to your experience with this. 

 
3. The design approach and deliverables should consider that phasing of the project 

will be necessary to minimize impacts to the high school’s academic function and 
extra-curricular activities.  Please also consider options to engage interested 
students with the design process and opportunities to make this project an 
educational experience.   
 

4. The High School has been dedicated as a Michigan Historic Site within the Heritage 
Hill neighborhood.  Please elaborate on your experience with design work for 
historic buildings, community forums and some challenges anticipated and how 
your firm will assist in overcoming those challenges for GRPS. 

 
5. The selected AE firm will be required to design within the proposed construction 

budget.  It is the intent of GRPS to hire a construction manager to reconcile design 
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costs with your estimates.  Please describe your experience with that approach.  
 

6. Please discuss your approach to construction administration, the experience of the 
individual you propose to fulfil that role and the frequency and purpose of field 
visits with an intent to minimize costs and schedule impacts during construction. 

 
7. If the proposal response is based on a joint venture, please indicate the reasoning 

and benefit to GRPS of your team.  Also indicate what plans or opportunities, if any, 
you have for the inclusion of minority, women and local businesses for the project. 

 
SECTION 2 – PROJECT DESIGN IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 
♦ Provide an implementation schedule with adequate detail to reflect your firm’s project 

approach with respect to the design phase and construction administration services 
outlined in the Contract provided with this RFP.  This should detail the following incremental 
milestones: 

1. Program verification 
2. Schematic design 
3. Design development 
4. Construction documents  

♦ The design implementation schedule should include, at a minimum, the following 
milestones: 

1. See attachment B.2. 
 
SECTION 3 – PROPOSAL FORMS 
♦ Utilize the proposal forms provided as Attachments D1 – D9 to this RFP.  Editable electronic 

version of these forms may be obtained at: 
 
https://app.e-builder.net/public/publicLanding.aspx?QS=3322325c6b4d4e6392ccf239ce31fb2e  
 
Section 3A – Detailed Proposal Form 
♦ Utilize the Proposal Form Provided as Attachment D1 to this RFP. 
♦ All Detailed Proposal Forms shall be submitted in a separate, sealed envelope with 

your submission. 
♦ Proposals shall include acknowledgement that the Firm has:  

o Reviewed and understands information and data provided in the Request for 
Proposal 

o Confirmed that compensation described within the proposal will be adequate 
for the execution of all phases of professional services required by the Request 
for Proposal 

♦ Please provide the Fees for the various building components of the project, based on 
the budget “Cost of the Work” as indicated on the proposal form. 

♦ Review the “Standard of Care” clause in Article 8.4 of the AIA Contract Document B101-
2017, as modified. Provide the “Standard of Care” as a percentage of the “Cost of the 
Work” which you are proposing as the standard of care for this Project to be included 
within the Executed Contract. 

♦ Acknowledge by checking the appropriate box that you agree with the contract terms as 
provided in the referenced documents. 

https://app.e-builder.net/public/publicLanding.aspx?QS=3322325c6b4d4e6392ccf239ce31fb2e
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o Any exceptions that your firm takes to the terms and conditions listed must be 
specifically referenced in your proposal. In Section 4, provide alternative 
language that would be acceptable to each section. 

o The prevalence of these exceptions will be considered in reviewing the proposal 
and in the final selection of the Architects for the projects.  Proposals that do 
not acknowledge these agreements or do not provide specific alternative 
language may be rejected. 

o Any exceptions to the terms and conditions contained in the Contract, or any 
other special consideration or conditions listed by the Firm relative to this RFP 
or the form Contract will not be binding upon Owner unless expressly accepted 
by Owner and incorporated into the final Contract.    

 
Section 3B – Staff Allocation Matrix 
♦ Please utilize the Staff Allocation Matrix Form provided as Attachment D2 to this RFP.                                                                 

Please note that there are separate forms to be filled out based upon which Project(s) 
are being responded to. 

♦ Proposed staff allocations should be based on the schedule included as Attachment B2 
to this RFP.   

♦ If your firm is unable to provide services within the time parameters shown within the 
attached schedule, please outline your proposed schedule for services and include 
within this section. 

 
Section 3C – Staff Hourly Rate Schedule 
♦ Using the form provided as Attachment D3 to this RFP, provide your firms Billable 

Hourly Rate Schedule for all applicable positions that your firm intends to use for 
additional service compensation for the duration of the Project. This should include 
all/any sub-consultants included in your base proposal.  

 
Section 3D – Request for Qualifications Form 
♦ Complete in its entirety the Statement of Qualifications Form included as Attachment 

D4.    
♦ Attach all required documents. 
♦ Complete electronic submission as instructed in the form.  See email address at top of 

page 1 of this form. 
♦ Attach a PDF copy of the completed form to your proposal in this Section 3D.   
♦ All financial information provided will be kept confidential to the extent permitted by 

law.  Firms are on notice that such financial information may be subject to a Freedom of 
Information Act request. 

 
Section 3E – Relevant Firm / Team Experience Summary 
♦ Complete the enclosed matrix in Attachment D5.  For this first list, only include projects 

which meet the minimum requirements as set forth in Section 2 – Minimum 
Requirements, Paragraph A, Items 1-4 noted above. 

♦ Complete as applicable: 
 Complete the enclosed matrix in Attachment D5 detailing all educational 

projects your firm has completed in the last ten (10) years, including program 
cost, date and a client contact.  Include all information requested to the best of 
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your ability. 
 Identify proposed team members have previously worked on together on the 

above referenced projects.  
♦ Attach project profiles from the above referenced projects as applicable to high school 

renovation projects. Project examples should emphasize projects that are most in 
alignment with the proposed bond scope with a focus on school building renovations.   

♦ Attach a Project Organizational Chart outlining your proposed team structure for this 
Bond Program, including all sub-consultants. Organizational charts must include any 
individual for which a resume has been submitted. Resumes should include project role, 
years of experience in the A/E profession since graduation, professional degree, 
registrations, number of years with Firm, experience that pertains to GRPS Bond 
Program project scope of work, references, and unique attributes to help provide a 
successful project outcome. State the project lead (main point of contact), the reason 
why chosen for this role and current project commitments. 

♦ Include with the organizational chart the percentage of time that each team member is 
assigned to work on this project.   

♦ If selected, the Firm shall assign and guarantee that the proposed professionals shall 
work in their proposed capacity on the project.  If unforeseen circumstance occurs and 
substitution is necessary, the Firm shall, within five (5) business days, propose one or 
more professionals who are at least equal in competency and relevant experiences. The 
Owner shall have the opportunity to interview the proposed professionals and make the 
final determination for substitute(s).  

 
Section 3F – Criminal Background Disclosure Affidavit 
♦ Complete and attach the Criminal Background Disclosure Affidavit included as 

Attachment D6 to this RFP. 
 

Section 3G – Familial Disclosure Statement  
♦ Complete and attach the Familial Disclosure Statement included as Attachment D7 to 

this RFP. 
 

Section 3H – Iran Disclosure Statement 
♦ Complete and attach the Iran Disclosure Statement included as Attachment D8 to this 

RFP.   
 

Section 3I – Non-Collusive Affidavit 
♦ Complete and attach the Non-Collusive Affidavit included as Attachment D9 to this RFP. 

 
SECTION 4 - CLARIFICATIONS / EXCEPTIONS  

♦ Please detail any clarifications, exceptions or exclusions to this RFP (scope, schedule, 
fee, etc.) 

♦ List any/all exceptions taken to the Contract Documents provided as Attachments C1, 
C2, and C3.  For each exception, alternative language must be proposed.  Owner 
reserves the right to reject any proposed alternative language.   

 
SECTION 5 – ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

♦ Please include any additional relevant information and any additional services provided 
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by your Firm to support the GRPS Bond Program. 
 

4. PROPOSAL SUBMISSION 
 

A. SUBMITTAL 
Printed proposals for the work as described by the RFP package will be received as noted on 
the cover page.  Please mark the envelope of all proposals “Grand Rapids Public Schools – 
2015 Bond - Proposal for A/E Services” and “Grand Rapids Public Schools – 2015 Bond – 
Detailed Proposal Form” and include your firm’s name as well.   
 
Proposals received after this date and time may not be considered.  Proposals submitted by 
fax will not be accepted. 

B. Owner reserves the right to accept or reject, in whole or in part, any or all Proposals 
submitted, waive any irregularities therein, and to award the Contract to other than the 
lowest proposed Firm.   

C. If awarded the Contract, the Firm will execute the proposed Agreement and provide all 
required certificates of insurance that meet the requirements as indicated in the template 
Agreement, prior to start of any work.   

D. All Firms shall be responsible for familiarizing themselves with the information provided. 
Failure to do so shall in no way incur any delays in work or additional cost to the Owner.  In 
addition, the School District's Board of Education has adopted various policies and 
procedures applicable to the usage of the School District's Facilities. The Architect will be 
required to abide by and comply with all applicable School District Board of Education 
policies and procedures, which can be found on the School District's website: 
https://www.grps.org/ .    
 

5. RESPONSIVENESS 
 
To be responsive, the proposal must set forth full, accurate and complete information as required by 
this RFP and all attachments.  GRPS may reject a proposal that is not responsive, in its sole 
discretion.   

 
6. ADDENDA 

 
Any addendum to this RFP will be issued in writing by PMC on behalf of Owner. No information or 
representation other than that contained in such an addendum, whether received from an 
employee of Owner or other person, will be considered to have been modified or be grounds for 
deviation from any stipulation or requirement of this RFP. 

 
7. LATE PROPOSALS 

 
Each Firm is responsible for submission of its Proposal.  Proposals or Proposal revisions received 
after the Due Date, as listed on the first page of this RFP, may be rejected.  Proposals received will 
be based upon when they are received by the Owner, not when submitted or sent.  Consideration 
should be given when sending large files to ensure they are received and allow adequate 
transmission time.  Owner is not liable for any delivery or postal delays.  

https://www.grps.org/
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8. RETURNED PROPOSALS 
 

Proposals received after the Due Date may, in GRPS’s sole discretion, be unopened and made 
available to the respective Firms for pickup at their sole cost and expense.   

 
9. FORM OF AGREEMENT 

 
A. This is a Request for Proposal only.  Proposals will be treated as offers to enter into the 

Contract (as defined within this RFP) with Owner.  Owner and successful Firm shall 
memorialize their contractual relationship and obligations using the form of Contract 
attached to this RFP.  The Contract contains many details regarding the Services required 
under this RFP, as well as the terms and conditions under which the Services shall be 
provided by the successful Firm.  The Contract should be reviewed carefully by each Firm 
prior to submitting a Proposal.  The final Contract shall be subject to review and approval of 
Owner’s legal counsel. Any exceptions to the terms and conditions contained in the 
Contract, or any other special considerations or conditions requested or required by the 
Firm relative to this RFP or the form of Contract shall be expressly/specifically enumerated 
by the Firm and be submitted as part of its Proposal, together with an explanation as to the 
reason such terms and conditions cannot be met by, or, in the Firm’s opinion are not 
applicable to, the Firm, provided however, that exceptions or special conditions of the Firm 
will not be binding upon GRPS unless those exceptions or special conditions are expressly 
accepted by GRPS, and incorporated into the final Contract.  Following the selection of the 
successful Firm, if any, by GRPS, the Contract will be finalized by the parties.  The final 
Contract shall be subject to the review and approval by GRPS legal counsel.   
 

B. This RFP is for the purpose of identifying the firm that best meets the criteria of this 
solicitation and demonstrates value to Grand Rapids Public Schools for this most significant 
project.  The Owner intends to hire a Construction Manager-Constructor and Firms should 
submit Proposals accordingly; however, the Owner reserves the right to change the method 
of project delivery at its sole discretion.  Construction Managers have not been selected and 
will not be selected until after A/E awards. 

 
C. If the delivery method is modified, the Agreement may be changed accordingly. 

 
10. DATA CONFLICTS 

 
Where conflicts occur within this RFP and its contents and addendum, the Standard Form of 
Agreement, general, supplemental and other conditions, etc. the more restrictive requirements shall 
govern - all in favor of the Owner. 

 
11. UNSOLICITED TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 
Proposals which take exception to Owner’s Terms and Conditions as a whole and substitute the 
Firm’s standard terms and conditions may be rejected. 
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12. FEES/TAXES 
 

All proposals in original contract work, and for all other work there under, shall include all applicable 
taxes, including Social Security, unemployment, sales or use taxes, and any other taxes specifically 
levied on the work or on wages by local, city, state, or federal government, except real property 
taxes on the site.  Proposals shall also include all premiums, assessments, and other like payments, 
charges, and costs incidental to the work covered by the contract documents. No fees or costs shall 
be incurred or paid by the Owner for labor, professional, reimbursables, etc. accumulated in 
response to this RFP. 

 
13. PROPOSAL COSTS 

 
Any recipient of this RFP, or any Firm who chooses to respond to this RFP, is responsible for any and 
all costs and liabilities incurred by it, or others acting on its behalf, in: (1) preparing or submitting a 
Proposal, (2) otherwise responding to this RFP, or (3) negotiating any Contract incidental to its 
Proposal.  

 
14. IRREVOCABILITY OF PROPOSALS  

 
All Proposals submitted may not be withdrawn and shall be irrevocable for a minimum period of 
ninety (90) calendar days following the Due Date for receipt of Proposals set forth above.   

 
15. RECEIVING OF PROPOSALS 

 
At the specified Due Date and Time stated above, all submitted Proposals will be acknowledged and 
dated. Proposals will not be publicly opened. Post bid interviews may be conducted, per invitation 
only, on the dates listed above. No immediate decision will be rendered. Any decision made by 
GRPS, including the Firm’s selection, shall be final. 
 

16. RESTRICTION ON COMMUNICATION 
 

From the issue date of the RFP until a Firm is selected and selection announced, a prospective Firm 
shall not communicate about the subject of the RFP or a Firm’s Proposal with Owner, its Board of 
Education, or any individual member, administrator, faculty, staff, students, or employees, except as 
permitted by the Requests for Clarifications paragraph above. 

 
17. AUTHORITY TO SIGN 

 
Proposals must be signed by an officer of the firm who is authorized to enter into binding 
agreements.   
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Questions on this Request for Proposal should be directed via email to the PMC designee listed on the 
first page of this RFP.   
 
Sincerely, 
Plante Moran CRESA 
  
 
 
 
Pat Podges 
Senior Vice President 
Plante Moran Cresa 

Attachments: (A1) to (D9) as listed



 GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
2020 BOND PROGRAM 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) – ARCHITECTURAL/ENGINEERING DESIGN SERVICES 
ATTACHMENT A1 – SCOPE OF SERVICES 

MARCH 1, 2020 
 

A1-1 

1. Scope of Required Professional Services 
The terms and conditions of Agreement between Owner and Architect shall be substantially 
based on the attached American Institute of Architects Standard Form of Agreement B101 – 
2017, as modified including Agreement A201 – 2017 General Conditions, as modified, and as 
clarified below. 
 
By submitting its proposal, your Firm agrees to enter into the attached form AIA B101 – 2017 
Agreement Between Owner and Architect as modified by the Owner for the Project, including 
AIA A201-2017 General Conditions as modified by the Owner for the Project.  The attached 
contract forms are substantially complete and are subject only to minor finalization by the 
Owner.  No material revisions or modifications or changes detrimental to the Owner will be 
permitted. 
 
The following is intended to assist the Firm in understanding required tasks to be performed. It 
does not relieve Firm’s responsibility to deliver a complete set of drawings and specifications to 
the Owner, Construction Manager and Contractor(s). 

 
Basic Design Services are as included and described in the Form of Agreement listed above.  The 
intent is to start design services immediately upon award which is scheduled for April 2021 (see 
Attachment B.2 for a preliminary project schedule).   
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	B. To avoid any miscommunication, each Firm must acknowledge all addenda which it has received, but the failure of a Firm to receive, or acknowledge receipt of any addendum shall not relieve the Firm of the responsibility for complying with the terms ...
	C. Firms may request that Owner clarify information contained in this RFP.  All such requests and inquiries must be made in writing via email to Pat Podges indicated on the first page of this RFP.  Owner will not respond to any Request for Clarificati...
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