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MSW Thesis

RESEARCH PROPOSAL
GUIDELINES

The Master of Social Work program seeks candidates with a demonstrated interest in acquiring a deeper understanding of how to design and implement a study in the areas of “Children and Families”, “Health and Social Care”, or “International and Community Development”. 

Students who are considering the thesis route are strongly recommended to discuss this option with a Faculty member prior to completing the application process.  Conceptualizing and analyzing a social problem with attention to relevant and contemporary scholarship on a subject matter, communicating ideas clearly, and holding a vision of what you want to study and what you hope to accomplish through your graduate Social Work education are highly valued at the graduate level of study.  In 4 pages maximum (single-spaced, typed, 12pt font, excluding reference pages):

· Identify a well-articulated research topic for your thesis that demonstrates your overall capacity to engage in research.  With some attention to the empirical and theoretical scholarship that surrounds your research topic, specify what you intend to study about this topic (research question), what it is relevant (rationale), how you might study this topic (propose a reasonable approach to studying the topic, methodology). (3 ½ single spaced pages)
· Describe how your research topic of study is relevant to social work practice.  What new ideas might be generated for practice?  How might practice be shaped by this new knowledge?  What contributions do you hope to make (implications for research, practice, policy)? (¼ single spaced page)

· Provide a rationale for selecting the thesis option for the MSW.  What particular professor(s) and set of course inspire you to pursue graduate studies in the School of Social Work at McGill University? (¼ single spaced page)

This Thesis Study Plan is expected to be well written, focused, logical in flow from topic of study to methodology to implications, and appropriately supported by reference to a selection of scholarly works.  A reference list, with full citations in APA, must be appended to this Study Plan.  Your Thesis Study Plan should demonstrate a fit between your research topic of interest, coursework, and faculty areas of expertise. Please note that in addition to assessing your research proposal for presentation and analysis of the social problem, relevance and presentation and writing style will also be evaluated.
