
1.0 ARCHAEOLOGIAL RESOURCE DISCOVERY PLAN 

Archaeological and Palaeontological Resource Discovery During Construction 

In the event that archaeological, historical or palaeontological resources are discovered during 
construction of the Project, the sites will be assessed and appropriate mitigative measures will 
be determined. Each site will be assessed based on the following criteria:  

• the significance of the site; 

• the location of the site with respect to the Project; 

• the feasibility of Project alternations to avoid the site; and 

• the decision of the responsible regulatory agency (Department of Culture and Heritage). 

In the event that archaeological or palaeontological resources are discovered during 
construction, the measures outlined below should be followed: 

1. Suspend work immediately in the vicinity of any newly discovered archaeological, 
palaeontological, historical or traditional land use site. Work may not resume until all 
measures are undertaken; 

2. Notify the Environmental Inspector(s) who will notify the Construction Manager; 

3 The Environmental Inspector(s) will provide an initial assessment of possible archaeological, 
palaeontological, and historical remains and either allow construction to resume or, in the 
event of a confirmed or potential discovery, proceed by notifying: 

• The Project Archaeologist; and 

• The Department of Culture and Heritage, as required.  

4 The Project Archaeologist may deem it necessary to visit the site and will, regardless of 
whether a site visit is required, develop an appropriate mitigation plan in consultation with 
the Company’s Environmental Advisor and, if necessary, the Department of Culture and 
Heritage.  

Human Remains Discovery During Construction  

In the event that suspected human remains are discovered during construction, follow the 
measures outlined below: 

1. Suspend work immediately within 10 m of the suspected human remains, which must be left 
in the condition they were found;  

2. Immediately notify the Environmental Inspector who will notify the Company’s Construction 
Manager or designate. The Company’s Construction Manager or designate will promptly 
notify the Project Manager of the situation. The Environmental Advisor will be informed; 



3. The Company’s Environmental Inspector or designate will ensure that appropriate flagging, 
fencing and protection is promptly installed around the area to ensure privacy and dignity for 
the remains and to prevent disturbance to the site. All personnel must stay outside of this 
identified area unless approved by the Company. Work within 10 m of the location of concern 
may not resume until the measures below are undertaken. The site will be monitored to 
ensure compliance with the suspension of activities in the area;  

4. The Company will undertake an initial non-invasive assessment of possible human remains. 
If there are clear visible indications that the remains are human the Company will contact the 
RCMP;  

5. Access will be restricted or prohibited as necessary to ensure no disturbance to the location 
of concern occurs. The Company’s Construction Manager or designate will be responsible for 
determining what travel is essential and ensuring restrictions are met;  

6. If it is unclear if the remains are human, the Company’s Construction Manager or designate 
will immediately contact the Project Archaeologist or other qualified resources to determine 
whether the remains are human. If it is determined that the remains are human, the 
Company will then contact the RCMP. If the remains are confirmed to be human but appear 
to be of some antiquity (e.g. buried, aged), the Project Archaeologist will provide initial 
notification to the Department of Culture and Heritage; 

7. Project personnel will allow RCMP to conduct their investigation without interference. The 
Company’s Construction Manager or designate will serve as point of contact for RCMP 
personnel and any other officials (e.g. coroner, forensic specialists) associated with any 
investigation, until such a time that a Company communication or management 
representative assumes a liaison role, if necessary;  

8. If the RCMP determines that the site is a crime scene, subsequent procedures will follow 
applicable territorial regulations for found human remains, and the responsible regulatory 
agency (e.g. RCMP) will manage the site. The Company’s Construction Manager or designate 
will support the investigation and work will not resume until the investigation is complete 
and authorization to resume construction is received from the RCMP;  

9. If the RCMP determines that the site is not a crime scene, RCMP will engage the Department 
of Culture and Heritage, or will advise the Company’s Construction Manager or designate or 
Project Archaeologist to engage the agency directly. The Department of Culture and Heritage 
has the authority and responsibility to determine the appropriate course of action in relation 
to found human remains of an archaeological nature. The Project Archaeologist will either 
support or complete an investigation as required by applicable territorial laws, regulations, 
permits and guidelines pertaining to found burial sites; 

10. At the same time that the Department of Culture and Heritage is contacted, the Company’s 
Public Engagement Lead will provide notification to the community;  

11. The Company’s Construction Manager or designate will ensure that other interested parties 
are engaged as appropriate (e.g. local land authority); and  

12. The human remains will be handled in accordance with all applicable territorial requirements 
and permits, and in keeping with the local community’s input. The investigation and 



mitigation plan will be developed by the Department of Culture and Heritage and/or the 
Project Archaeologist in consultation with the Environmental Advisor and the local 
community.  

 


