
SPSR Research Note Guidelines 

 

A Research Note is an original, fully peer-reviewed contribution to the Swiss Political Science 

Review that pursues one of the following goals: 

 To develop a new idea or argument, in the form of speculation about a novel theoretical 

approach or conceptualisation; 

 To question established theoretical lenses by proposing refinements or combining 

several, hitherto isolated theories into a single framework; 

 To present new empirical evidence that adds to an established, "settled" debate in a 

systematic, although not necessarily comprehensive way;  

 To test an established argument using new empirical evidence (replication study), or to 

re-run tests of prior studies using secondary data (data re-analysis); or 

 To elaborate on a new method, or a combination of methods, as a certain way of testing 

certain hypotheses in a certain context. 

Distinguishing a Research Note from a regular article are its brevity – research notes should not 

exceed 3000 to 5000 words all included, though in certain cases the length may vary – and its 

style – the key contribution, no matter if conceptual, theoretical, empirical or methodical, is 

presented in an unadorned way without inessential commentary. 

Please format the references according to our standard styleguide. Acceptance for publication 

is conditional upon peer-review and final editing by the SPSR staff. Please also note that the 

Swiss Political Science Review has adopted "ScholarOne" for online manuscript submission 

and peer review. All submissions, including research notes, must therefore be submitted 

online at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/spsr. Full instructions and support are available on 

the site and a user ID and password can be obtained on first visit. If you cannot submit online, 

please contact us at assistant@spsr.ch. 
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