
Research Worksheet 

  
 

Write your research question/topic in two sentences or less: 

 
 
 
 

Based on your research question, identify 2-4 of the main concepts/keywords: 
 
 
 

Concept 1: 
 
Concept 2:  
 
Concept 3: 
 
Concept 4: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brainstorm a few synonyms or related-terms for each concept: 
 
 
 

Concept 1: Concept 2: Concept 3: Concept 4: 
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Construct a couple search queries based on your search terms. Refer back to the 
search tips you learned for more ideas: 
 
 
 
 

Search 1:  
 

Line 1                                                                                                                                Boolean Operator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Line 2                                                                                                                                Boolean Operator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Line 3                                                                                                                                 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Search 2:  
 

Line 1                                                                                                                                Boolean Operator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Line 2                                                                                                                                Boolean Operator 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Line 3                                                                                                                                 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Jot down ideas of databases and search tools you plan to use for this search: 
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Test out some searches and apply revisions! Use the space below to make notes 
about revisions you made or need to make: 
 

 
 
 

Feeling stuck? Try visualizing your research project! Use this Venn diagram to 
visualize how your search terms/concepts are connected. Draw more bubbles as 
needed. 
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Reflect. How did it go? Making note of what went well and what didn’t can help 
you plan searches in the future. 
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