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INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of the Student Progression Plan is to inform parents, students, and other stakeholders 
regarding the comprehensive plan for student progression from one grade to another towards 
graduation. The plan will include criteria for promotion and retention, entry and attendance 
regulations, and other components relevant to the appropriate progression of the student 
population. References and language in this document will be continuously updated to align with 
statutory and legislative changes made by the Florida Department of Education.  
 
ATTENDANCE AND ABSENTEEISM1 
In accordance with Florida Statute 1003.24, school attendance is the direct responsibility of 
the parent(s) and child(ren). Each parent or legal guardian of a child within the compulsory 
attendance age is responsible for the child’s school attendance as required by law. Except as 
provided in Florida Statute and State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09513, all students are 
expected to attend school regularly and to be on time for classes in order to benefit from the 
instructional program and to develop habits of punctuality, self-discipline, and responsibility. 

 
Attendance Policy and Procedures 
The School’s handbook outlines the attendance procedures, which align to the 
following requirements: 

• Parent(s) should notify the school promptly to report any absences by submitting a 
written note or by telephone call. The date(s) of the absence and reason should be 
provided. When the child returns to school, a written note is required in order for the 
absence to be considered excused, as long as it meets one of the listed requirements below. 

• School officials may require medical verification of absences. It is the responsibility of 
the student to make-up work missed because of absences. 

 
Excused Absences 
The following situations/reasons qualify as excused absences: 

• Student illness (if a student is continually sick and repeatedly absent from school, 
he/she must be under the supervision of a physician in order to receive an excuse from 
attendance); 

• Medical appointment; 

• An excused absence as defined by State Board of Education Rule 6A- 1.09515 to implement 
Florida Statute 1003.21(2)(b)2; 

• Death in the family; 

• Observance of a religious holiday or service 

• Subpoena by a law enforcement agency or mandatory court appearance; 

• Suspensions; 

• Field trips which are authorized by the principal; and/or 

• Other individual student absences beyond the control of the parent or student (as 
determined and approved by the principal/designee). 

 
  

 
1 Formal attendance will be taken daily for all students. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.24.html
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.09513
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-1.09515
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-1.09515
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.21.html
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Unexcused Absences 
An unexcused absence is any absence that does not fall into one (1) of the above excused absence 
categories. 
 
Make-Up Work 
For excused absences, the student will be afforded the opportunity to make-up work without 
academic penalty. 
 
Reporting Attendance Cases 
When a student has accumulated at least 3 unexcused absences, or absences for which the reasons 
are unknown, within a calendar month or 15 unexcused absences or absences for which the 
reasons are unknown, within 90 calendar days, the case must be reported to administration 
or the student services coordinator. A meeting must then be convened to determine if a pattern of 
non- attendance is developing or exists. If deemed appropriate, interventions may be developed 
to support this student, which may include: frequent communication between school and family; 
mentoring; counseling; evaluation for alternative education program; attendance contracts; agency 
referral(s); or Truancy Petition. The School will adhere to all statutory requirements regarding 
a Truancy Petition. 
 
Habitual Truants 
Each public-school principal or the principal’s designee shall notify the district school board of each 
minor student under its jurisdiction who accumulates 15 unexcused absences in a period of 90 
calendar days. The district school superintendent must provide the Department of Highway 
Safety and Motor Vehicles the legal name, sex, date of birth, and social security number of each 
minor student who has been reported under this paragraph and who fails to otherwise satisfy 
the requirements of s. 322.091. The Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles may not 
issue a driver’s license or learner’s driver’s license to, and shall suspend any previously issued 
driver’s license or learner’s driver’s license of, any such minor student, pursuant to the 
provisions of s. 322.091. 
 

Students with Active Section 504 Accommodation Plans 
When a student with an active 504 Accommodation Plan has excessive absences, the student 
must be given the opportunity to demonstrate course mastery. In each case, the Multi-
Disciplinary Team must meet to determine if the absences are caused by the disability of record. 
If the Multi-Disciplinary Team determines that the absences are caused by the student’s disability, 
the student’s placement must be reevaluated for appropriateness. [Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 34 C.F.R. Part 104] The Section 504 Accommodation Plan must address 
any additional accommodations, strategies, and/or interventions needed to ensure that the 
student has an equal opportunity to demonstrate course mastery. 
 

  

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0322/Sections/0322.091.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0322/Sections/0322.091.html
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Exceptional Student Education (ESE) 
In the case of an ESE-eligible student with excessive absences, an IEP Team meeting must be 
conducted to determine whether or not the absences are related to the student’s disability. 
Attendance data shall be reviewed and used as one (1) indicator of a student’s access to instruction. 
Refer to State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0331(1)(c), and the Exceptional Student Education 
Policies and Procedures (SP&P). 
 
If the IEP Team determines that the excessive absences are related to the student’s disability, 
the IEP Team must take appropriate action, which may include waiver of the attendance 
guidelines in determining grades, as well as a change of placement. To the maximum extent 
possible, the student will be educated in the least restrictive environment. 
 
If the IEP Team determines that the student’s excessive absences are not related to the student’s 
disability, the student is treated the same as a General Education student. 
 
Hospital/Homebound Services 
If a student is confined to home or a hospital, but is able to participate in and benefit from an 
instructional program, the student may be eligible for Hospital/Homebound Services provided 
in collaboration with the LEA. Complete information regarding the criteria for a 
Hospital/Homebound Program can be found in State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03020 and 
State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03411. 

 
Tardiness 
A student is considered tardy if they are absent at the time attendance is taken provided the student 
is in attendance before the close of the day. A tardy will either be excused or unexcused.  Acceptable 
documentation to excuse a tardy is the same as those for excused absences. Every 3rd  unexcused 
tardy  will convert to an unexcused absence and can be used to meet the criteria to file a truancy 
petition in circuit court. This does not apply for reporting for Full-Time Equivalent Enrollment 
(FTE) purposes.  Complete information regarding tardiness can be found in Florida Statutes 
1003.02(b) and 1003.26. 

 
Early Pick-Up 
Students in grades K – 5 who are picked up from school prior to the end of the day will be marked 
as tardy for the day. A tardy will either be excused or unexcused. The tardy will be excused if the 
parent provides written documentation that the need to leave school early was for the same 
reasons that an absence from school would be excused. The parent‘s notation in the school‘s 
early pick-up log may suffice as meeting the requirement to provide written documentation if the 
notation is sufficient. Every 3rd unexcused tardy will convert to an unexcused absence and can be 
used to meet the criteria to file a truancy petition in circuit court. 

 
For all students in grades K-8, once the student has accumulated an excused tardy 3 times or 
absences due to leaving school early for medical/dental reasons within a semester, the parent 
may be asked to provide documentation from a physician that the student had a medical/dental 
appointment for subsequent class absences or tardies to be excused.  Complete information 
regarding early pick-up can be found in Florida Statutes 1003.02(b) and 1003.26. 
 

The school principal or designee may approve an early pick-up or release beyond these limits 
after taking into consideration the reason as well as the student‘s attendance history, both daily 
and by period, and the number of early releases. 
 
 

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.0331
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.03020
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.03411
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Initial School Entry 
In accordance with Florida Statute 1003.21, it is the responsibility of the parent(s) of students 
entering the School for the first time to present evidence of the child’s age at the time of registration. 
Entering kindergarten students must attain the age of five (5) years on or before September 1 of 
the school year for which entry is sought. 
 
Before admitting a child to kindergarten, the principal shall require evidence that the child has 
attained the age at which he/she should be admitted. The principal may require evidence of the age 
of any child whom he/she believes to be within the limits of compulsory attendance as provided 
for by law. If the first prescribed evidence is not available, the next evidence obtainable in the order 
set forth below shall be accepted: 

• A duly attested transcript of the child’s birth record filed according to law with a public 
officer charged with the duty of recording births; 

• A duly attested transcript of a Certificate of Baptism showing the date of birth and place of 
baptism of the child, accompanied by an affidavit sworn to by the parent(s); 

• An insurance policy on the child’s life that has been in force for at least two (2) years; 
• A bonafide contemporary religious record of the child’s birth accompanied by an affidavit 

sworn to by the parent; 
• A passport or Certificate of Arrival in the United States showing the age of the child; 
• A transcript of record of age shown in the child’s school record of at least (four) 4 years 

prior to application, stating the date of birth; 
• If none of these evidences can be produced, an Affidavit of Age sworn to by the parent, 

accompanied by a Certificate of Age signed by a public health officer or by a public-school 
physician, or, if these are not available in the country, by a licensed practicing physician 
designated by the district school board, which states that the health officer of physician had 
examined the child and believes that the age as stated in the affidavit is substantially 
correct. 

 
To register a student, the following types of documents are required2: 

• Two proofs of residence (copy of legal guardian’s photo ID, copy of a utilities bill, copy of 
lease agreement, etc.) 

• Copy of birth certificate 
• Proof of immunization 
• Proof of physical exam (Within the last 12 months) 
• Proof of guardianship (If student is not living with parents) 
• Request for Transcripts/Cumulative Folder 

• Parent Contract 

• Internet Use and Promotion Form 

• Dress Code Agreement 

• Photograph and Video Release Permission Form 

• Parent Volunteer Agreement 

• Home Language Survey 

• Special programs information (Copy of IEP, 504, or EP, if applicable.) 

• Contact and Emergency Information Card 

• Copy of most recent Report Card (If applicable) 

• Copy of any Standardized Testing (If applicable) 

 
2  Additional documents and information may need to be presented at the time of registration. 



7 

   
 

 

• ESOL/ELL or Literacy Folder (If applicable) 
 
According to Florida Statute 1003.01(12) and State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03411(1)(s), 
students who are without a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, are considered 
as children and youths who are experiencing homelessness. Pursuant to the McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001 (Section 725) 42 U.S.C.A. 
§11432(g)(3)(A)-(C), these children are to be enrolled immediately in the school that meets the best 
interest of the student. Arrangements are to be made for immunizations, transportation, and all 
other school services. Appropriate student school and grade level placement, as well as 
completion of required immunizations and physical examination, shall occur within thirty school 
days of enrollment. Refer to Florida Statute 1003.21(1)(f) for procedures relating to the 
enrollment of these students. 
 

Health Requirements – Physical Examination and Immunization Requirements 
All pre-K, kindergarten, and new students seeking entrance into a public school are required by 
Florida Statute 1003.22 to present, at the time of entry, a valid health examination documented on 
State of Florida School Entry Health Exam Form (DH 3040) performed within one (1) year prior 
to enrollment. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0985] 
 

Physical Examination Requirements 
STUDENTS PHYSICAL EXAMINATION 

All students School Health Entry Exam on Form DH 3040 required for 

pre-K, kindergarten and 7th grade. 

All transfer students within the State of 
Florida (including private schools) 

Review of School Health Entry Exam on Form DH 3040 

(original or copy) for at least kindergarten and/or 7th 

grade documentation. 

All transfer students from another 
state or country 

School Health Entry Exam Form DH 3040 (original or 

copy) required for all grades. Physicals presented 
on forms from another state are acceptable, if they 
include all components covered on Form DH 3040 and 
have the physician’s signature and office stamp. 
Physicals must have been performed within one (1) year 
of enrollment, unless exempt based on a written 
request for religious reasons. 

 
Immunization Requirements 
All pre-K, kindergarten, and new students seeking entrance into a public school are required by 
Florida Statute 1003.22 to present, at the time of entry, a valid Florida Certificate of Immunization 
Form (DH 680). In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0985 and Fla. Admin. 
Code 64D-3.046, students will not be admitted into class without proof of immunization with 
the physician’s signature and office stamp, absent a lawful exception. If a hardship exists for 
parent(s) of transferring students, according to statute, it is permissible to allow thirty (30) 
school days for the transfer of records. 
 
NOTE: Homeless students without immunization and physical exam documentation must be 
enrolled and receive a thirty (30) school day exemption. 
Kindergarten and First Grade Entry Requirements 
 
 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.01.html
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.03411
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.03411
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/USCODE-2019-title42/USCODE-2019-title42-chap119-subchapVI-partB-sec11432&collectionCode=USCODE
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/USCODE-2019-title42/USCODE-2019-title42-chap119-subchapVI-partB-sec11432&collectionCode=USCODE
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.21.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.22.html
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.0985
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.0985
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.22.html
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.0985
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=64D-3.046
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Kindergarten 
In accordance with Florida Statute 1003.21(1)(a)2, entering kindergarten students must attain 
the age of five (5) years on or before September 1 of the school year for which entry is sought. 
 
Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Students 
An ESE student, who is entering kindergarten and has a current Individual Education 
Plan/Education Plan (IEP/EP), as well as evaluation data necessary to determine that the student 
meets Florida’s eligibility criteria for special programs, will be placed immediately in the 
appropriate educational program(s) without temporary assignment. The receiving school must 
review the current IEP/EP and may revise the document as necessary, following appropriate 
procedures. 
 
First Grade 
In accordance with Florida Statute 1003.21(1)(b), students entering first grade must attain the age 
of six (6) years on or before September 1 of the school year for which entry is sought. 
 
Students who have been enrolled in a public kindergarten must progress according to the CSUSA 
Student Progression Plan. Students transferring from nonpublic kindergartens: 

1. Must attain the age of 6 on or before September 1 of the school year for which entry is 
sought; and 

2. Must have written verification of satisfactory completion of kindergarten requirements 
from the nonpublic school. 

Students who have not completed a full year of kindergarten due to COVID may be administered 
kindergarten promotion assessments upon parent request. The assessment results may be used as 
criteria for first grade enrollment based on promotion charts within this document, as long as the 
student also meets the age requirement above. All other students who have not been promoted 
from kindergarten to first grade will be automatically enrolled into kindergarten. 
 

General Student Transfer Information 
A student who transfers to a Charter Schools USA school with documentation of completed 
coursework from a state or regionally accredited public or private school or institution is awarded 
equivalent credits. Grades earned and offered for acceptance shall be accepted at face value 
subject to validation. In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09941, if the student 
does not possess an official transcript or is a Home Education student, successful completion of 
courses shall be validated through performance during the first grading period. The principal 
makes appropriate placement decisions based on the academic performance (or age in 
accordance with Florida Statute), previous work or portfolios, interview with the student and 
parent, and other information deemed necessary to make the decision. 
 

Kindergarten and First Grade Transfer Students 
Dates for the legal public school minimum entry age by State and territory (provided by the 
Florida Department of Education) should be used in accepting kindergarten and first grade 
transfer students according to State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0985. The following section 
addresses procedures relating to the acceptance of transfer work and credit for students, as 
specified in 6A-1.09941. 

 
  

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.21.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.21.html
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.09941
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.0985
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.09941
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Entry into Kindergarten and First Grade by Out-of-State Transfer Students: 
1. Any student who transfers from an out-of-state public school and who does not meet 

regular age requirements for admission to Florida public schools shall be admitted upon 
presentation of the data required.  

2. Any student who transfers from an out-of-state nonpublic school and who does not 
meet regular age requirements for admission to Florida public schools may be admitted 
if the student meets age requirements for public schools within the state from which he or 
she is transferring and if the transfer of the student's academic credit is acceptable under 
rules of the School. Prior to admission, the parent or guardian must also provide the data 
required. 

3. In order to be admitted to Florida schools, such a student transferring from an out-of-
state school must provide the following data: 
a. Official documentation that the parent(s) or guardian(s) was a legal resident(s) of the 

state in which the child was previously enrolled in school; 
b. An official letter or transcript from proper school authority, which shows record of 

attendance, academic information and grade placement of the student; 
c. Evidence of immunization against communicable diseases as required in Section 

1003.22, Florida Statutes; Evidence of date of birth in accordance with Section 
1003.21, Florida Statutes; and 

d. Evidence of a medical examination completed within the last twelve (12) months in 
accordance with Section 1003.21, Florida Statutes. 

 
Grades 2-5 Transfer Students 
A student in grades 2-5 who transfers from any other public or private school in the United States 
or a foreign country is placed in comparable classes, and all records from the previous school are 
accepted. 
 
Grade 3 students who transfer from any public or private school in the United States or a foreign 
country after the current year’s Florida state-mandated, standardized ELA administration must 
show Good Cause for promotion prior to being promoted to fourth grade. 
 
If the transfer occurs after the current school year, and there is proof of promotion (i.e., report 
card) from the previous school, the student may be promoted based on this information. 
 

  

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.22.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.21.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.21.html
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English Language Learner (ELL) Transfer Students 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.0905, ELLs are identified and assessed 
to determine eligibility for services, in accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A- 
6.0902(1)(2). 

 

The English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) coordinator and the Student Services 
Coordinator/school counselor/administrator shall review the educational background of the 
transferring student to determine appropriate grade level, subject, and ESOL Program placement. 
See State Board Education Rule 6A-6-6.0902(3)(b). Parental input regarding educational 
background should be taken into consideration especially when transcripts, records, or report 
cards are not readily available. This information is documented and filed in the English Language 
Learners (ELL) folder. Families will be assisted when necessary for language translation in order 
to ensure proper communication of program/course placement. 
 
An ELL Committee meeting must be conducted under the following circumstances: a student’s 
placement is based on age, there is a lack of information about prior schooling (no transcript 
or report card), or prior schooling does not meet grade level requirements. An administrator 
must participate in the ELL Committee and placement process as outlined in the district ELL Plan.  
 
Exceptional Student Education (ESE) and Gifted Transfer Students 
The State Board of Education Rules 6A-6.0331, and the District’s Exceptional Student Education 
Policies and Procedures (SP&P), address the requirements for Individual Educational Plans 
(IEPs) or Educational Plans (EPs), as well as the requirements for students who transfer to 
the School within Florida and students who transfer from outside of Florida. 

 
ESE and Gifted Students Who Transfer Within Florida 
If an Exceptional Education Student (ESE) or Gifted student, who had an IEP or EP that was in 
effect in a previous Florida school district, transfers and enrolls in a CSUSA managed school, the 
School and Local Education Agency (LEA) will ensure that a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) 
is provided to the student, which includes services comparable to those described in the child’s 
IEP/EP from the previous Florida school district or CSUSA school, until the School does either of the 
following: 

• Adopts the child’s IEP/EP from the previous School District or CSUSA school; or 

• Develops, adopts, and implements a new IEP/EP, possibly in conjunction with the Local 
Education Agency, that meets the applicable requirements of State Board of Education Rule 
6A-6.03028 or 6A- 6.03019(1). 

 
ESE and Gifted Students Who Transfer from Outside Florida 
If an Exceptional Student Education (ESE) student, who had an IEP or EP that was in effect in a 
previous school district in another state, transfers and enrolls in a new school within the same 
school year, the School and LEA will ensure students are provided with a FAPE, which includes 
services comparable to those described in the child’s IEP/EP from the previous School, until the 
School does both of the following: 

• Conducts an initial evaluation in accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-
6.0331 (if determined to be necessary by the School); and 

• Develops, adopts, and implements a new IEP/EP, if appropriate, possibly in conjunction 
with the Local Education Agency, that meets the applicable requirements of State Board of 
Education Education Rule 6A-6.0331 . 

 

 

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?ID=6A-6.0905
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.0902
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.0902
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.0902
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.0331
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.03028
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?ID=6A-6.03019
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?ID=6A-6.03019
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.0331
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.0331
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.0331
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.0331


11 

   
 

 

Students Who Transfer with Section 504 Accommodation Plans 
A transferring student with an active Section 504 Accommodation Plan is a student who was 
previously enrolled in any other school or agency with an active Section 504 Accommodation 
Plan and who is enrolling in a Florida school district. Upon notification that a transferring student 
is one with an active Section 504 Accommodation Plan, the receiving school must review and 
revise, as necessary, the existing active Section 504 Accommodation Plan and supporting 
documentation. Until that review is complete, the receiving school must implement the student’s 
current Section 504 Accommodation Plan to the maximum extent reasonable in the current 
placement. If, following the receiving school’s review, it is determined that the Section 504 
Accommodation Plan is not appropriate; the school must evaluate the student consistent with 
Section 504 procedures, and develop and implement an appropriate Section 504 Accommodation 
Plan. 
 
 
WITHDRAWAL PROCEDURES 
 
Student Withdrawal During the School Year 
A student who leaves before the close of the school term shall receive grades on the report card 
covering the terms in attendance. A student will not meet promotion requirements unless he/she 
enrolls in another school to complete the academic year. The parent(s) of a student who leaves 
school during the last two (2) weeks of the school year must show evidence that the withdrawal 
is necessary and the student must successfully complete examinations as appropriate. 
Principals may have the authorization to make arrangements for the administration of any tests 
or examinations as appropriate, prior to withdrawal. 
 
Principals may determine that the requirements for early withdrawal do not have to be met 
when unusual/extenuating circumstances arise. Student withdrawal must be approved by the 
school principal. 

 
Withdrawals for Enrollment in Home Education Program 
To withdraw a student for enrollment in a Home Education Program, the custodial parent(s) 
must initiate the withdrawal process at the school, complete the exit interview and report to the 
local school district to register the student in the new program. 
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CURRICULUM 
The School’s Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum (GVC) incorporates the performance standards as 
defined by the Florida Department of Education (FLDOE) Florida Standards and Next Generation 
Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS), as applicable. As implementation of Florida’s Benchmarks for 
Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) Standards moves forward, the GVC will be updated. 
 

The curriculum includes standards for the following content areas: 

• English Language Arts 

• Mathematics 

• Science 

• Social Studies 

• World Language 

• Health Education 

• Fine Arts (Music/Art) 

• Physical Education 

 
These standards delineate the academic achievement for which the state will hold schools 
accountable. Research-based instructional materials are provided as tools to support instruction 
in elementary school classrooms.  
 
Remediation and Intensive Instruction 
The school has an established, comprehensive program for student progression which must include 
specific levels of performance in reading, writing, mathematics, and science for each grade 
level, including the levels of performance on statewide assessments which a student must receive 
remediation, or be retained and provided intensive instruction. This intensive instruction is 
different from the previous year's programming and takes into account the student's learning style. 
School personnel uses all available resources to achieve parent understanding and cooperation 
regarding the student’s grade placement. 
 
Remedial and supplemental (academic) instruction resources must be allocated to students based 
on student data and the needs of the school. A student’s reading proficiency will be monitored, 
and the intensive instruction will continue until the student demonstrates grade level proficiency 
pursuant to Florida Statute 1008.25(5)(a). 
 
Reading Remediation 
The K-12 Comprehensive Reading Plan for the school outlines specific intervention programs, 
schedules, and strategies to address necessary instruction and remediation for students in all 
grade levels.  
 
Any student in kindergarten through third grade who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading 
based upon locally determined or statewide assessments or through teacher observations, must 
be provided intensive, explicit, systematic, and multisensory reading interventions immediately 
following the identification of the reading deficiency. Pursuant to Florida Statutes 1002.20(11) and 
1008.25(5)(c), the parent(s) of any grade K-3 student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in 
reading, based upon school- determined or statewide assessments conducted in kindergarten, 1st 
grade, 2nd grade, 3rd grade, or based on teacher observations, must be notified in writing. 

 
  

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1002/Sections/1002.20.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
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Third Grade Intensive Instruction 
Grade 3 students retained for reading must be provided intensive instructional services and 
supports to remediate the identified areas of reading deficiency, including participation in 3rd 
Grade Summer School at the district. In accordance with Florida Statute 1008.25(7)(b)1, these 
services and supports include a minimum of ninety (90) minutes of daily, uninterrupted, 
scientifically evidence-based reading instruction, an additional thirty (30) minutes of daily 
intensive intervention, and other strategies, which may include, but are not limited to the 
following: 

• Small group instruction; 

• Integration of science and social studies content within the ninety (90) minute block; 

• Reduced teacher-student ratios; 

• More frequent progress monitoring; 

• Tutoring or mentoring; 

• Transition classes containing 3rd grade and 4th grade students; and/or 

• Extended school day, week, or year. 
 
Third grade students retained for reading must have a highly effective teacher as determined by 
the teacher’s performance evaluation in accordance with Florida Statute 1012.34, and beginning 
July 1, 2020, provide students who are retained under Florida Statute 1008.25 (5)(b), including 
students participating in the school district’s summer reading camp under subparagraph (a)2., with 
a highly effective teacher certified or endorsed in reading. 

NOTE: Course recovery expectations for grades 6-12 are outlined later in this document. 
 
Mathematics Remediation 
Students in grades K-5 who are identified as being below grade level on school-level assessments 
must receive remediation in one (1) of the following ways: 

• Remediation in a before or after school tutorial program; 

• Small group instruction, based on documented student deficiencies; 

• One-on-one instruction, based on documented student deficiencies; and/or 

• Computer software programs that work on fluency in basic skills 

 
NOTE: Course recovery expectations for grades 6-12 are outlined later in this document. 

 
Enrichment Opportunities  
The School will provide multiple opportunities for advanced students to participate in 
enrichment activities. To accommodate learners that need enrichment, teachers can differentiate 
in three ways: with the content students are learning, the process in which the material is being 
taught, and the product that is developed to demonstrate learning. Specific strategies may include, 
and are not limited to: 

• Marzano’s High Probability instructional strategies 

• Cross-curricular instruction and learning 

• Multiple intelligences 

• Project-based learning 

• Cooperative learning 

• Challenge-based learning 

• Academy/Certification models 

• High school programming 
 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1012/Sections/1012.34.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
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As a tool to support differentiation, the School may also utilize blended learning strategies that 
include: 

• Opportunity to learn content that may not be offered in a traditional brick-and-mortar 
classroom (i.e. students can take a variety of world languages or electives to meet student 
interest). 

• Remedial and credit recovery programs that provide opportunities for students to work 
at their grade level learning fundamental skills to make academic gains. 

• Unlimited access to work at the student’s pace and time. 

• Accommodates “Flipped Learning,” which allows students to learn the lesson at home and 
practice what is learned in the classroom. 

• Additional programs might be available for advanced (enrichment) academics. 
 

 
ADVANCED COURSEWORK 
High School Level Coursework in Middle school 
Students in middle school who demonstrate readiness are eligible to take advanced courses in 
which they will earn high school credit. The possible courses offered include, but are not limited 
to, Algebra I, Geometry, Biology, Physical Science, Digital Info Tech and U.S. History. Entry of 
students into a high school level course is up to the discretion of the principal. The principal will 
take into consideration various factors to determine academic readiness, including student grades, 
performance on state assessments, and results from a screening exam. Students must be proficient 
in previous year’s course, as well as perform in the upper quartile of the proficient levels on state 
assessments3. Students who wish to take Geometry must first take and pass the Algebra I course 
and EOC. Students who wish to take Algebra II must first take and pass the Geometry course and 
EOC. Students must maintain proficiency in the high school level course in order to maintain course 
enrollment.   
 
College Credit Coursework in High School 
Students in high school who demonstrate readiness are eligible to take advanced courses in which 
they may earn college credit.  
 
SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Programs 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rules 6A-6.0902, 6A-6.0903, 6A- 6.0904; 6A- 6.0908, 
students who are identified as English Language Learners (ELLs) must be given equal access to the 
general curriculum. ELLs are placed in courses based on need and eligibility. The student’s 
Individual ELL Plan documents the instructional strategies required to ensure the student has an 
equal opportunity to master the General Education curriculum.  

 
  

 
3 Students who earned a 3, 4 or 5 on the state assessment are considered proficient or above proficiency. 

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.0902
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?ID=6A-6.0903
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?ID=6A-6.0904
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?ID=6A-6.0904
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?ID=6A-6.0908
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?ID=6A-6.0908
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Considerations for English Language Learners 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rules 6A-6.0902, 6A-6.0903, and 6A-1.09432(6), 
students identified as ELL must meet the levels of performance indicated on the Student 
Progression Charts. Promotion for an ELL shall be based on the student’s academic performance, 
regardless of the level of English Language proficiency. Retention of these ELL students requires 
the review and recommendation of the ELL Committee and may not be based solely on lack of 
English proficiency, demonstration of grade-level content knowledge in English, or on a score 
on any single assessment instrument. ELLs are required to meet student performance standards 
for the appropriate grade level. However, for  ELLs whose Date Entered a United States School 
(DEUSS) falls within one (1) year prior to the assessment date may be exempt from participating 
in the English Langugage Arts component of the state assessment in accordance with 6A-
1.09432.  The Consent Decree and Title III requirement is to measure the student’s ability toward 
attainment of the standards, regardless of whether that ability is demonstrated in English or the 
student’s home language. The Consent Decree and Title III requirement is to measure the student’s 
ability toward attainment of the standards, regardless of whether that ability is demonstrated in 
English or the student’s home language. 
 
An ELL Committee must meet to determine whether an ELL should be retained. Adequate progress, 
as defined in the ELL Plan and at least one (1) other criterion, shall be used by the Committee 
as grounds for promotion. An ELL may be retained, if the ELL Committee determines that the 
student has not progressed satisfactorily according to his/her ELL Plan. 
 
Gifted Education Programs 
Students enrolled in the Gifted Program have an opportunity to access a qualitatively 
differentiated curriculum, which consists of carefully planned, coordinated learning experiences 
that extend beyond the basic curriculum to meet the specific learning needs of the student. 

 
Students identified as gifted, under State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03019, have an Educational 
Plan (EP) that outlines goals, strengths, and weaknesses that provide direction for the 
instructional program. The Differentiated Instructional Program may include advanced-level 
content and enrichment that address the student’s special abilities and interests.  

 
Section 504 Accommodation Plans 
A student is eligible for accommodations, under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, if 
the student is determined to have a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one (1) 
or more major life activities of such student. In addition, a student with either a record of 
impairment, or who is regarded as having impairment, is protected from discrimination under both 
Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), as amended by the ADA Amendments Act 
of 2008, effective January 1, 2009. 
 

A student meets the requirement of being regarded as having impairment by establishing that the 
student has been subjected to a prohibited act because of an actual or perceived physical or 
mental impairment, whether or not the impairment limits or is perceived to limit a major life 
activity. This provision shall not apply to a student’s impairments that are transitory and 
minor. A transitory impairment has an actual or expected duration of six (6) months or less. A 504 
Team, consisting of knowledgeable individuals who are familiar with the student and who 
understand the evaluation data and special services options, must meet as necessary to determine 
if an otherwise qualified student’s mental and/or physical impairment substantially limits one 
(1) or more of the student’s major life activities. 
 
 

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.0902
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?ID=6A-6.0903
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.09432
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.09432
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.09432
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.09432
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?ID=6A-6.03019
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Major life activities include, but are not limited to, caring for oneself, performing manual tasks, 
seeing, hearing, eating, sleeping, walking, standing, lifting, bending, speaking, breathing, learning, 
reading, concentrating, thinking, communicating, and working. Major life activities also include the 
operation of a major bodily function, including but not limited to, functions of the immune system, 
normal cell growth, digestive, bowel, bladder, neurological, brain, respiratory, circulatory, 
endocrine, and reproductive functions. 
 
An episodic or in remission impairment is a disability if it would substantially limit a major life 
activity when active. Impairment that substantially limits one (1) major life activity need not limit 
other major life activities in order to be considered a disability. 
 
The determination of whether the impairment substantially limits a major life activity shall be 
made without regard to the ameliorative effects of mitigating measures such as: 
 

• Medication, medical supplies, equipment or appliances, low-vision devices (which do 
not include ordinary eyeglasses or contact lenses), prosthetics including limbs and 
devices, hearing aids and cochlear implants or other implantable hearing devices, 
mobility devices, or oxygen therapy equipment and supplies; 

• Use of assistive technology; 

• Reasonable accommodations or auxiliary aids or services; or 

• Learned behavioral or adaptive neurological modifications. However, the ameliorative 
effects of the mitigating measures of ordinary eyeglasses or contact lenses shall be 
considered in determining whether the impairment substantially limits a major life activity. 
To ensure compliance for all school decisions made under Section 504 and ADA, two (2) 
components are necessary. First, the parent(s) must always be notified of any meeting 
scheduled to determine eligibility or subsequent meetings to make changes to the 
Section 504 Accommodation Plan. Secondly, a 504 Team must make service, 
accommodation, and placement decisions. A Section 504 Accommodation Plan cannot be 
changed without proper parental notice and a 504 Team Meeting. The individual student's 
Section 504 Accommodation Plan documents the accommodations and/or modifications 
that are required to ensure that the student has an equal opportunity to access the General 
Education curriculum. [Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 34 C. F. R. Part 104] 

 
Considerations for Section 504 Accommodation Plans 
As outlined in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 34 C. F. R. Part 104, a student’s Section 
504 Accommodation Plan documents each of the accommodations required to ensure the student 
receives a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) and has an equal opportunity to access the 
General Education curriculum in the least restrictive environment. If a Section 504 Team 
decides to make any alteration to the delivery of instruction or student assignments for a student 
with an active Section 504 Accommodation Plan, such alteration must be documented in the 
student’s 504 Accommodation Plan. A parent of a student with an active Section 504 
Accommodation Plan must be notified of any proposed changes to the 504 Accommodation Plan. In 
addition, a parent must be given the opportunity to provide input on decisions made by the 504 
Team. 
 
  



17 

   
 

 

A student with an active Section 504 Accommodation Plan must meet the School’s levels of 
performance in order to be promoted. Parent(s) must be notified if a student with a 504 
Accommodation Plan is being considered for retention. The Team must determine if the reason(s) 
for retention is/are caused by the disability of record on the active Section 504 Accommodation 
Plan. If the Team determines that the below grade level performance is caused by the disability, the 
student’s placement must be re-evaluated. 
 
The re-evaluation must include a review of the student’s: records, the intellectual and academic 
abilities, and other pertinent information provided by the teachers. Comprehensive 
documentation regarding student placement must be provided each time re-evaluation occurs. 
 
If the Section 504 Team determines that the below grade level performance is not caused by the 
disability, the student is treated in the same manner as any General Education student. 
 
 
Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Programs 
Pursuant to State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03028, Individual Education Plans (IEPs) for 
students with disabilities enrolled in an Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Program must 
specify the specially designed instruction and related services that are necessary to meet each 
student’s unique needs. Refer to Florida Statute 1003.57. 
 

All students must be given access to the general curriculum, as is appropriate, in relation to their 
unique needs and abilities and as delineated on each student's IEP. For the majority of these 
students, the General Education standards should be the basis of their curriculum. For some 
students, modified standards and/or benchmarks in one (1) or more content areas may be more 
appropriate. Access Points are expectations for students with significant cognitive disabilities 
when accessing the General Education curriculum. Access Points reflect the core intent of the 
standards with reduced levels of complexity.  
 

In all cases, the IEP Team, which must include the parent(s), makes special program placements 
and educational decisions. The IEP must include a statement of measurable annual goals, 
including benchmarks or short-term objectives, when appropriate, related to meeting the 
student’s needs that result from the student’s disability. During the IEP development process, 
the parent(s) and student, when appropriate, should be participants in the discussions around 
how the student will be involved/progress in the general curriculum, and how the student will 
participate in appropriate activities. The IEP shall also address how each of the student’s other 
educational needs (that result from the student’s disability) will be met. [State Board of Education 
Rule 6A-6.03028(3)(h)2] 

 

The IEP will specify whether accommodations/modifications are necessary in the areas of 
curriculum, instruction, and assessment provided that the accommodations/modifications do 
not include modifications to the curriculum descriptions/frameworks or student performance 
standards. The IEP must be implemented as developed by the IEP Team. The IEP must contain 
an explanation of the extent, if any, to which the student will not participate with non-disabled 
students in the General Education class. (Refer to the district’s Exceptional Student Education 
Policies and Procedures (SP&P) for   details.) 

 
  

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.03028
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.57.html
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.03028
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In compliance with the least restrictive environment mandate, a student with a disability may be 
removed from the General Education environment, only if the nature and/or severity of the 
disability is such that education in General Education classes, with the use of supplementary aids 
and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily. [Exceptional Student Education Policies and 
Procedures (SP&P)] 
 
The School shall establish procedures that provide the opportunity for one (1) or both of the 
student’s parent(s) to participate in meetings and decisions concerning the student’s IEP. A 
written notice of the meeting must be provided to the parents and must indicate the purpose, time, 
and location of the meeting, as well as whom, by title or position, will be attending.  

 
Considerations for Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Students 
In order to be promoted to the next grade level, a student with a disability who is enrolled in an ESE 
program must meet the School’s performance indicators for the grade level in which he or she is 
enrolled. The primary responsibility for determining each student’s level of performance is that of 
the Special Program teacher and the General Education teacher. The principal may (upon 
recommendation of the instructional staff and the IEP Team) determine that the promotion 
requirements have been satisfied. 
 
Other factors that may be considered to determine if promotion requirements have been met may 
include the following: 

• Previous retention history; 

• Current goals and objectives on the student’s IEP; 

• Social/emotional behavior; 

• Attendance; 

• Placement and a possible change in the current  placement; 

• Grades; and/or 

• Current accommodations/modifications/services. 
 
In accordance with Florida Statute 1008.25(1), it is the responsibility of the School to provide 
all students with effective instructional and remedial programs that monitor progress, promote 
continuous achievement, and make provisions for individual differences. Pursuant to the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA), the IEP for each child 
with a disability must include a statement of measurable annual goals, including academic and 
functional goals. The IEP must meet the child's needs that result from the disability to enable the 
child to be involved in and make progress in the General Education curriculum. The IDEA requires 
the LEA to provide a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) to any individual child with a 
disability who needs special education and related services, even though the child has not failed or 
been retained in a course or grade, and is advancing from grade-to- grade. Generally, a FAPE 
must be available to all children with disabilities residing in the State between the ages of three 
(3) and twenty-one (21), inclusive, including children with disabilities who have been 
suspended or expelled from school. [34 C.F.R. § 300.101(a)]  State law requires that ESE students 
who are included in the General Education curriculum must meet the School’s and/or State levels 
of performance for student progression; unless the student’s IEP Team determined that the student 
should follow a modified curriculum aligned with ESE course requirements and benchmarks. 
 
  

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b
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State law prohibits social promotion for any public-school student, including ESE students. Social 
promotion occurs when a student is promoted based on factors other than the student achieving 
School and state levels of performance for student progression. The law mandates that “No student 
may be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that constitute social 
promotion.” [Florida Statute 1008.25(6)(a)] 
 

This law includes specific Good Cause Exemptions to the state’s promotion requirements. With 
specific reference to ESE students, the law exempts “Students with disabilities whose Individual 
Education Plan indicates that participation in the statewide assessment program is not 
appropriate, consistent with the requirements of State Board of Education rule.” [Florida Statute 
1008.25(6(b)(2)] 
 

ESE students must participate in statewide assessments, unless their current IEP indicates that 
participation in statewide assessments is not appropriate, consistent with applicable State Board 
of Education requirements. (Refer to Florida Statute 1008.212 as to the extraordinary 
exemption that must be granted by the Education Commissioner to exempt the student from 
taking the assessment.) 
 
Likewise, ESE students must meet the School’s and/or state’s performance standards, unless 
their current IEP specifies that they are unable to meet the grade level performance standards 
because of the following: 

• A student's demonstrated cognitive ability and/or behavior prevent the student from 
completing required class work and achieving mastery of the Florida Standards, even with 
appropriate and allowable class work modifications. 

• A student is unable to apply or use academic skills at a minimal competency level in 
the home or community. Each student’s IEP must address the student’s priority 
educational needs, including the students below grade level performance. When an IEP 
Team determines that an ESE-eligible student is not progressing towards the goals of the 
IEP, the IEP Team shall be convened to review the IEP. Where appropriate, the IEP Team 
may recommend a Progress Monitoring Plan (PMP) to address a student’s educational 
need(s) in reading, writing, mathematics, and/or science. In order to be promoted to the 
next grade level, a student with ESE students must meet the School’s performance 
indicators for the grade level in which he or she is enrolled. An ESE student’s Special 
Program teacher and the General Education teacher have primary responsibility for 
determining the student’s present level of performance and achievement. In all cases, the 
IEP Team must work to reach consensus. A school principal may, upon 
recommendation of the student’s instructional staff and consensus of the IEP Team, 
determine that a student has satisfied the School’s promotion requirements. 

 
  

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.212.html
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Extended School Year (ESY) for Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Students 
Extended School Year (ESY) services means specially designed instruction and related services that 
are provided to an ESE student beyond the normal school year of the School in accordance with the 
student’s IEP. ESY services must meet State Educational Standards and are always at no cost to the 
parent. 
 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.03028(3)(g)(12) ,at least annually, an 
IEP Team for each ESE student must consider whether ESY services are necessary for the provision 
of a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) to the student. ESY services must be provided if a 
student’s IEP Team determines, on an individual basis, that the services are necessary for the 
provision of a FAPE to the student. The IEP Team will determine the goals and objectives using the 
current IEP and documentation of progress. ESY services may not be limited to particular 
categories of disability or unilaterally limit the type, amount, or duration of those services. An ESE 
student who fails a General Education course would follow the same guidelines for promotion and 
retention as stated further in this document under Performance Levels for Student Promotion. 
 
 
ASSESSMENTS—STATEWIDE, SCHOOL & END-OF-COURSE ASSESSMENTS 
 
Statewide Assessments 
Star Early Literacy® 

The Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener (FLKRS) is administered within the first thirty (30) 
school days. Upon entry, each kindergarten student shall participate in the statewide kindergarten 

readiness screener [Florida Statute 1002.69(1)], which is currently Star Early Literacy® 

assessment. Students participate in Star Early Literacy® to ensure a focus on developmentally 
appropriate growth in accordance with findings and guidelines determined by the Committee on 
Early Grade Success. 

 
English Language Learners (ELLs) 

For ELLs, administration of Star Early Literacy® should be conducted as close as possible to the 
conclusion of the 30-day administration period and after the English language proficiency test has 
been administered. A student identified as ELL should be screened, unless the student has arrived 
in the United States in the last thirty (30) days and has sufficient difficulty speaking, reading, 
writing or understanding the English language. 
 
Florida Standards Assessment and Florida Statewide Science Assessment 
In accordance with Florida Statute § 1008.22(3) 1008.22(6) and State Board of Education Rule 
6A- 1.09422, all eligible elementary students in grades 3 and above must participate in all regular 
state-mandated assessments for accountability purposes, except as prescribed by the 
Commissioner of Education.  

 
End-of-Course Assessments 
All middle school students enrolled in any of the courses that require an End-of-Course (EOC) 
Assessment shall participate in the EOC Assessment administration that is specific to that course. 
Students in middle grades who are enrolled in Biology 1 must take the EOC assessment, and not the 
Statewide Science Assessment.  
 
  

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-6.03028
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1002/Sections/1002.69.html#:~:text=(1)%20The%20department%20shall%20adopt,by%20the%20department%20under%20s.
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.22.html#:~:text=(3)%20STATEWIDE%2C%20STANDARDIZED%20ASSESSMENT,Next%20Generation%20Sunshine%20State%20Standards.
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.22.html#:~:text=(3)%20STATEWIDE%2C%20STANDARDIZED%20ASSESSMENT,Next%20Generation%20Sunshine%20State%20Standards.
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.09422
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The following tables list the statewide assessments administered for each grade level and subject 
area based on the FLDOE as of May 20214: 
 

Category Assessment Grade Level 
Florida Standards 

Assessments (FSA) 
FSA English Language Arts 3-10 

(Writing Component 4-10) 
Florida Standards 

Assessments (FSA) 
FSA Mathematics 3-8 

 
Category Assessment  Grade Level 
FSA EOC Algebra 1 

Geometry 
Middle School/High School 

NGSSS EOC Civics Middle School 
NGSSS EOC U.S. History 

Biology 1 
Middle School/High School 

 
Category Assessment  Grade Level 

Next Generation Sunshine 
State Standards (NGSSS) 

Assessments 

Statewide Science Assessment 
 

 
5 & 8 

FSA Retakes ELA Writing 
ELA Reading 

Algebra 1 EOC 

High School 

 
The Florida Standards Alternate Assessment (FSAA) 
The FSAA provides options to those students for whom participation in the Florida Standards 
Assessment (FSA) is not appropriate, even with accommodations, as identified in the student’s 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP). It is expected that only students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities who are eligible under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
will participate in the FSAA. 
 

Subject Grade Grade 
Access ELA 3-10 

Access Math  3-8 
Access Science   5 & 8 
Access Civics   7 

Access Algebra 1 
Access Biology 1 
Access Geometry 

Access U.S. History   

High School 

 
ACCESS for ELLs 
ACCESS for ELLs must be administered to all K-12 students classified as ELL with a code of LY on 
the first day of the test administration window. 
 

  

 
4 This chart is subject to change based on adjustments made by the FLDOE. 
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School Assessments 
Listed below are measurement tools that will be used for assessment purposes to monitor progress 
throughout the year. These are all used to determine the progress of students with regard to 
mastery of the standards and reaching a level of proficiency on statewide assessments. The listed 
assessment tools do not preclude the School from incorporating other measures that may be 
determined necessary to support the mission of the School or may be required per Florida law. 
 

• Interim Formative/Diagnostic Assessments, which include up to three administrations in 
the areas of English/language arts, mathematics, and science. The Northwest Evaluation 
Association (NWEA) currently provides the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) Growth. 
i-Ready currently provides an i-Ready diagnostic assessment. 

o NWEA MAP Growth: Aligned to the Florida Standards MAP/MPG assess students with 
engaging, ability-appropriate content. NWEA is an adaptive assessment; therefore, as a 
student responds to questions, the test difficulty adjusts to the student’s zone of 
proximal development. 

o NWEA MAP Growth for Science: Aligned to state science standards, test items are 
helpful for assessing students up to and including  8th grade, prior to more specialized 
science curriculum in high school, and measures student mastery of science concepts 
within the three major domains of science: life sciences, earth and space sciences, and 
physical sciences. Administration of MAP for Science is required in grades 5 and 8, but 
the School will have the option of offering this assessment to other grade levels 
(including Biology) if desired. 

o i-Ready ELA and Math Diagnostic Assessment: Aligned to the Florida Standards and 
assesses students with engaging, ability-appropriate content. This is an adaptive 
assessment; therefore, as a student responds to questions, the test difficulty adjusts to 
the student’s zone of proximal development. 

• Benchmark Assessments will be used to gauge students’ progress on mastery of the 
Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum (GVC). The benchmark  assessments will be administered 
after standards are taught and will be scheduled in between formative/diagnostic 
assessment periods. 

• Standards-Based Assessments are formative assessments that are designed to evaluate 
whether a student has mastered (a) specific standard(s). Each assessment will measure 
the academic performance of each student on (a) particular standard(s), based on content 
that has been introduced and practiced. 

• Early Literacy Assessments (Running Reading Records, or a similar assessment) will be 
administered up to three times annually in grades K and 1 to monitor progress of students’ 
literacy skills over time, and to provide formative assessment data to teachers. Students in 
grades 2 and up may also receive an early literacy assessment if necessary. 
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Assessment Accommodations  
 
Accommodations for Students in Special Programs 
The following section specifies the accommodations requirements for students in Special 
Program students (i.e., ESOL, SWD, etc.) when taking School/State assessments. 
 
Accommodations for English Language Learners (ELLs) 
ELLs must take all required State achievement tests unless they have an IEP, which indicates 
otherwise. However, active ELLs are eligible to receive accommodations during testing. 
Permissible accommodations, in accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-6.09091,   may 
include: 

• Flexible setting; 

• Flexible scheduling (including additional time); 

• State-approved Heritage Language Dictionary; and/or 

• Assistance in the Heritage Language. 
 
When a student qualifies for both the ESOL and ESE programs, all appropriate accommodations 
listed on the IEP, as well as the ELL Plan must be offered. Parent(s) are notified in writing of all 
accommodations offered to their child. A copy of this document is maintained in the ELL folder. 
 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
Accommodations are authorized for any student who has been determined to be an eligible student 
with a disability and has a current IEP, or who has a 504 Accommodation Plan. The 
accommodations must be identified on the student’s IEP or the plan developed under Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act.  
 
Accommodations that negate the validity of a statewide assessment are not allowable. The IEP 
team and/ or 504 Team will identify the allowable accommodations necessary in accordance with 
state guidelines and what the student requires in the classroom on a regular basis. 
 

The School is required to implement the accommodations in a manner that ensures that the 
test responses are the independent work of the student. Personnel are prohibited from 
assisting a student in determining how the student will respond or directing or leading the 
student to a particular response. In no case, shall the accommodations authorized herein be 
interpreted or construed as an authorization to provide a student with assistance in determining 
the answer to any test item. [State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.0943(4)(d)] 
 
 
National and International Education Comparisons 
Pursuant to Florida Statute 1008.22 (2), Florida school districts shall participate in the 
administration of the National Assessment of Educational Progress, or similar national or 
international assessments, both for the national sample and for any state-by-state comparison 
programs that may be initiated, as directed by the Commissioner. The administration of such 
assessments shall be in addition to, and separate from, the administration of the statewide, 
standardized assessments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?ID=6A-6.09091
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.0943
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.22.html
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GRADING POLICY   
Academic grades are a reflection of student mastery of the standards being taught and should 
not be skewed by non-academically related aspects. This grading approach provides teachers 
with a more accurate indicator of the proficiency level of the student as it relates to state 
standards. Therefore, student academic work will not be graded based on behavior and students 
will not be academically penalized for turning in late assignments or cheating. However, 
students will receive appropriate behavioral consequences for these actions, in addition to 
completing an alternative standards-based assignment or assessment to measure mastery in 
instances of cheating or plagiarism. 
 
Students will be given ample opportunity to practice the standards taught both in class and through 
home learning assignments, in order to demonstrate what they have learned. A child who does not 
complete class work during school hours may have to complete this work in addition to home 
learning assignments. The purpose of home learning assignments is to develop study habits in 
children early on in their academic lives and reinforce concepts that have been taught or to work on 
projects that have been assigned. If a student fails to bring in home learning, he/she should complete 
it for the following day. If a child consistently fails to complete home learning, there may be 
consequences in the classroom. It is important to note that home learning is the student’s 
responsibility. 
 
Parents will have real-time access to grades in the electronic grade book, and teachers will 
communicate with families before a report card with final grades is issued to address any concerns 
about students who are failing. 

 
Grading Scale 

Academic Grades 
Kindergarten through First Grade 

Scale: E, S, N, U 
Second Grade through Twelfth Grade 

Scale: A, B, C, D, F 

E = Excellent (90-100)  A = 90-100 

S = Satisfactory (75-90) B = 80-89 

N = Needs Improvement (65-74) C = 70-79 
 

U = Unacceptable (0-64) D = 60-69 

 
 

F = 0-59 

 

 
Citizenship Grades 

The Citizenship Grade is comprised of three personal development skills: conduct, effort, and 

participation. 

Scale: E, S, N, U 

E = Excellent 

S = Satisfactory 

N = Needs Improvement  

U = Unacceptable 
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REPORTING STUDENT PROGRESS 
 
The School will utilize a proprietary report card to keep parents informed of their child’s 
academic growth. The report card will give parents a comprehensive overview of their child’s 
current skill level and a measure of his/her progress toward attaining mastery of the standards, 
as it contains both a practice grade and a mastery grade. It also includes a component regarding 
citizenship, aligned with integrated character education, which measures student performance 
based on conduct, participation, and effort. Attendance reports will also be included, noting 
absences and tardies. 
 
Parent Notification Requirements 
Parent(s) must be notified in writing of the School's promotion requirements. Parent(s) of English 
Language Learners (ELLs) must be notified using the appropriate translated version of the 
School’s promotion requirements. 
 
All notifications to parent(s) who are not proficient in the English Language shall be in the 
language or other mode of communication commonly used by the parent(s) unless such 
communication is clearly not feasible. 
 
School personnel will notify parent(s) in writing of student progression requirements within the 
first two (2) months of school. The requirements may be included in the parent/student 
handbook or sent home in some other written form. [Florida Statute 1008.25] 
 

The parent(s) of a student who is not making adequate progress will be notified in writing each 
marking period in the comment section of the student’s report card. As outlined in Florida Statute 
1008.25(8)(a), an annual written report must be provided to the parent of each student on 
the student’s progress toward achieving proficiency. 
 
Frequency of Grade Reports/Progress Reports 
All students will receive the Report Card at the end of each marking period. The Progress Report 
will be distributed to families at the mid-point of every marking period. 
 
Based on guidelines from the LEA, parent(s) of students with disabilities enrolled in Exceptional 
Student Education (ESE) must also be informed of their child's progress toward his or her annual 
Individual Education Plan (IEP) goals at least as often as their non-disabled peers receive report 
cards. 

 
Instruction Through Mobile Learning 
As a school of choice, it is understood how important it is to provide a variety of curriculum and 
instructional options for students. As such, mobile learning may be integrated into the curriculum 
which will be monitored and supported at the school center by teachers. Regardless of the learning 
model, our instructional program(s) provide direct support and monitoring by the school’s 
teachers. All mobile learning is fully and completely part of the school’s educational program. A 
complete list of courses offered is available at the school. If you have any questions regarding 
course offerings, you may contact the school. 

 

STUDENT PROMOTION  PERFORMANCE LEVELS  
 
Reading, Writing, Mathematics, and Science 
The School expects students to progress through specific levels of performance in ELA, mathematics, 
social studies and science for each grade level. Social studies and science standards and 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
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expectations are infused within ELA for K-5. These levels of performance will be used to identify 
students who must receive remediation and may be retained, as well as students who have 
mastered content and wish to move beyond the expectation for students in the same grade level. 
No student may be assigned to a grade level based solely on age or other factors that constitute 
social promotion or administrative placement, as referenced in Florida Statute 1008.25(6)(a). No 
student may be retained solely on the basis of standardized assessments. Students shall meet 
the appropriate performance levels for Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) or 
Florida Standards (soon to be Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking - BEST - Standards), as 
set forth in State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.09401.  
 
Promotion 
If a student masters any of his or her current grade level objectives prior to the ending of the school 
year, that student will have the opportunity to work toward mastery on standards above his/her 
grade level.  Any student who masters grade level material and is provided instruction and learning 
opportunities above their current grade level assignment will continue to participate in whole 
group activities and electives with their same aged peers. 

 
Retention 
Recommendation for Promotion/Retention 
The school must provide compelling, verifiable evidence when student performance on 
appropriate grade level assessments is not believed to be indicative of daily classroom 
performance. Factors may include, but are not limited to the following: 

• Previous  retentions; 

• Level of text at which student is independently successful; 

• Observations; 

• Checklists; 

• Student portfolios; 

• Classroom assessments; and/or 

• Current grades/marks. 
 
The ultimate decision for promotion or retention is made by the Principal based on 
evaluation of verifiable evidence. 

 
K-5 Student Progression Charts 
At CSUSA, reading is a primary focus in compliance with Florida Statute 1002.33(7)(a)2. The 
Student Progression charts show identified performance levels as they relate to state 
assessments, as well as other assessments and indicators pursuant to Florida Statute 
1008.25(2)(a). While progression from one grade to the next is based on mastery of standards in 
core subject areas – English language arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies – all grade levels can 
take into consideration multiple factors with regard to promotion and retention. This includes 
performance in all areas and social and emotional readiness. The following chart is a guide for 
teachers and administrators to appropriately target students who may be eligible for promotion 
or retention. The teacher, parent, Response to Intervention (RTI)/Multi-Tiered System of Support 
(MTSS) representative, and Principal will work together to ensure a plan is in place to support 
students. The ultimate decision for promotion or retention is made by the Principal. All COVID-
related state requirements will be followed as Executive Orders are published. 

 
 
  

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.09401
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String&URL=1000-1099/1002/Sections/1002.33.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
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K-2 Student Progression Chart 
Promotion Criteria Guidance based on Spring/End-of-Year benchmark data  

 
 

 
Promote 

Above Grade Level 
(AGL) 

 

Promote 
On Grade Level 

(OGL) 

Promote with PMP  
Below Grade Level 

(BGL) 

Retain with PMP-  
Below Grade Level 

 
 

Grade 
Level 

 
Decision 

Fountas & 
Pinnell 

Independent 
Level 

NWEA 
Reading 

NWEA 
Math 

iReady 
Reading 

iReady 
Math 

Lexile 
Level 

 
 

K 

Promote - 
AGL 

E+ 80%ile 75%ile 80%ile 75%ile 165+ 

 
Promote - 

OGL 
C-D 

50%ile 
(RIT Score 

153) 

50%ile 
(RIT Score 

157) 
50%ile (401) 50%ile (378) 110-164 

Promote - 
BGL 

B 35%ile 30%ile 35%ile 30%ile BR 

Retain 
NR-A 1%ile-34%ile 1%ile-29%ile 1%ile-34%ile 

1%ile-
29%ile 

NR 

 

 
 

1st 

Promote - 
AGL 

K+ 80%ile 75%ile 80%ile 75%ile 571+ 

 
Promote - 

OGL 
I-J 

50%ile 
(RIT Score 

171) 

50%ile 
(RIT Score 

176) 
50%ile (454) 50%ile (407) 165-570 

Promote - 
BGL 

G-H 35%ile 30%ile 35%ile 30%ile 137-164 

Retain 
F and below 1%ile-34%ile 1%ile-29%ile 1%ile-34%ile 

1%ile-
29%ile 

136 and below 

 

 
 

2nd 

Promote - 
AGL 

N+ 80%ile 75%ile 80%ile 75%ile 796+ 

 
Promote - 

OGL 
L-M 

50%ile 
(RIT Score 

185) 

50%ile 
(RIT Score 

189) 
50%ile (505) 50%ile (434) 425-795 

Promote - 
BGL 

K 35%ile 30%ile 35%ile 30%ile 367-425 

Retain 
J and below 1%ile-34%ile 1%ile-29%ile 1%ile-34%ile 

1%ile-
29%ile 

366 and below 
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3-5 Student Progression Chart 

Promotion Criteria Guidance based on Spring/End-of-Year benchmark data  
 

 
Promote- AGL 

Above Grade Level 
 

Promote- OGL 
On Grade Level 

Promote – BGL 
with PMP- Below Grade 

Level 

Retain with PMP- Below 
Grade Level 

 
 

Grade 
Level 

 
Decision 

Fountas & 
Pinnell 

Independent 
Level 

NWEA 
Reading 

NWEA 
Math 

iReady 
Reading 

iReady 
Math 

Lexile 
Level 

FSA ELA 
FSA 

Math 

 

 
 

3rd 

Promote 
- AGL 

Q+ 80%ile 75%ile 80%ile 75%ile 986+ 4+ 4+ 

 
Promote 

- OGL 
O-P 

50%ile 
(RIT Score 

197) 

50%ile 
(RIT Score 

201) 

50%ile 
(534) 

50%ile (458) 645-985 3 3 

Promote 
- BGL 

N 35%ile 30%ile 35%ile 30%ile 610-644 2 2 

Retain M and 
below 

1%ile-
34%ile 

1%ile-
29%ile 

1%ile-
34%ile 

1%ile-29%ile 
609 and 
below 

1 1 

 

 
 

4th 

Promote 
- AGL 

T+ 80%ile 75%ile 80%ile 75%ile 1161+ 4+ 4+ 

 
Promote 

- OGL 
R-S 

50%ile 
(RIT Score 

204) 

50%ile 
(RIT Score 

210) 

50%ile 
(558) 

50%ile (479) 850-1160 3 3 

Promote 
- BGL 

Q 35%ile 30%ile 35%ile 30%ile 815-850 2 2 

Retain P and 
below 

1%ile-
34%ile 

1%ile-
29%ile 

1%ile-
34%ile 

1%ile-29%ile 
814 and 
below 

1 1 

 

 
 

5th 

Promote 
- AGL 

W+ 80%ile 75%ile 80%ile 75%ile 1261+ 4+ 4+ 

 
Promote 

- OGL 
U-V 

50%ile 
(RIT Score 

210) 

50%ile 
(RIT Score 

218) 

50%ile 
(579) 

50%ile (490) 950-1260 3 3 

Promote 
- BGL 

T 35%ile 30%ile 35%ile 30%ile 900-949 2 2 

Retain S and 
below 

1%ile-
34%ile 

1%ile-
29%ile 

1%ile-
34%ile 

1%ile-29%ile 
899 and 
below 

1 1 
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NOTE: In accordance with Florida Statute 6A-1.094221, students earning an NWEA MAP RIT score 
or iReady scale score in the 50th percentile or higher (197+ based on the 2020 NWEA MAP RIT 
Scale Norms Study and 534+ based on the 2020 iReady Percentile to Score Conversion) in the 
Spring testing window qualify for a good cause exemption for promotion to fourth grade based on 
an approved alternative standardized reading assessment if MAP/iReady was administered 
AFTER the third-grade ELA Florida Standards Assessment. MAP/iReady may be administered up 
to two times total (in the Spring window) if there are at least 30 days between administrations. 
See Third Grade Mandatory Retention section for more information. 

 
Middle School Progression 
The credit requirements prior to entry into high school are as follows: 
 

Course Credits Requirements 

English Language Arts 35 Can be middle or high school level courses 
Shall emphasize literature, composition, and technical text. 

Mathematics 3 Can be middle or high school level courses (each school must 
offer at least one high school level math course). 
To earn high school credit for Algebra 1, a middle school 
student must pass the EOC assessment, which counts for 30% 
of the student’s grade in that course,  and earn a passing grade 
in the course. 
To earn high school credit for Geometry, a middle school 
student must take the Geometry EOC assessment, which 
counts for 30% of the student’s grade in that course,  and earn 
a passing grade in the course. 

Science 3 Can be middle or high school level courses 
To earn high school credit for a Biology I course, a middle 
grades student must take the statewide, standardized Biology 
I EOC assessment, which constitutes 30% of the student’s final 
course grade, and earn a passing grade in the course. 

Social Studies 3 One of these courses must be at least one semester of a civics 
education course. The Civics EOC counts as 30% of the 
student’s grade for that course. State requirements for career 
planning may be met through middle school social studies 
courses.  
 Physical Education 1.5 Students must take physical education for one semester of 
each year unless a qualifying waiver is in place. 

Electives 4.5 Offered in the areas of reading, art, music, world language, and 
others. 
Elective options will be determined based on teacher 
certification and student interest. Students that are 
participating in course recovery to meet promotion criteria 
may waive their elective  course. 

 

All COVID-related state requirements will be followed as Executive Orders are published. 

 
5 This is the minimum requirement for promotion. The CSUSA model allows for two periods of ELA courses 
per year in the schedule to emphasize the importance of literacy. 

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?id=6A-1.094221
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Students must pass each semester with a grade of "D" or higher in the core subject areas to be 
promoted to 9th grade.6 Below are options that each student will be offered in order to recover 
their grades and pass each course. 
 

• If a child fails the first two quarters, he or she may: 

○ Participate in course recovery for the second semester and be assigned content from the 
entire first semester  

○ Participate in course recovery over the summer and be assigned content from the entire 

first semester 

• If a child fails the second two quarters, he or she may: 

○ Participate in course recovery over the summer and be assigned content from the entire 
second semester 

• If a child fails the entire course, he or she may: 

○ Participate in course recovery over the summer and be assigned content from the entire 
year 

○ Participate in course recovery the following school year 
 
A student may only have the option to participate in course recovery in the following school 
year for one course in either social studies or science. If a student fails ELA or Mathematics, 
then he or she must participate in course recovery during the current school year or over the 
summer.  
 
The student is issued the failing grade until one of the above options is successfully completed.  
 
In addition, the following options may be used as alternate documentation of successful 
completion of required courses: 

• Student has successfully completed the course through the virtual program offered at the 

School. 

• Student has scored an acceptable level (3, 4, or 5 in ELA, Math, Science, Algebra I, Geometry, 

Biology or Civics) on subject related FSA, NGSSS Statewide Science Assessment or EOC. 

• Student has successfully completed the course through a summer or tutorial program.  

• Student is a transfer student with documentation showing successful completion of core 
content courses.  

• Student has documented mastery of course requirements by receiving a grade of C or better 
on a final exam, semester exams, or an end-of- course exam. 

 
Students completing eighth grade will be promoted to ninth grade following successful 
completion of the above requirements. Students will be retained in eighth grade if any of the above 
requirements are not met. If a student does not pass a required core semester class in sixth, seventh 
or eighth grade, and does not meet one of the alternate documentation methods, parents will be 
notified that the student will not be eligible for promotion to high school and will be retained 
in 8th grade unless the courses are successfully completed through credit recovery options. The 
final decision regarding grade placement is the responsibility of the principal.  
 
  

 
6 Some final grade calculations may be changed to align with district SIS calculations. 
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Middle school students must have the equivalent of one class period per day of physical education 
for one semester of each year. Students in grade K-8 are eligible to waive the physical education 
requirement if they meet any of the following criteria: 

• The student is enrolled or required to enroll in a remedial course. 

• The student’s parent indicates in writing to the school that the parent requests the 
student be enrolled in another course from among the courses offered as options by 
the School. 

• The student is participating in physical activities outside the school day, which are equal to 
or in excess of the mandated requirement. 

 

Credit Requirements for High School Graduation 
Students entering grade nine as of 2018-2019 need to complete the requirements below from the 
Florida Department of Education in order to graduate. Students will be offered the 24-credit 
standard diploma option and may be offered either (or both of) the Advanced International 
Certificate of Education (AICE) diploma and/or the Advanced Placement (AP) diploma. Industry 
certification options may also be offered.  Some requirements below are eligible for exemption for 
students obtaining a Cambridge Diploma. 

 

The School will offer courses made available by Florida Department of Education. The courses 
listed will be connected with course codes out of the Florida Department of Education course 
code directory as provided on their website at this link. 

 
  

CREDIT REQUIREMENTS 

English Language Arts (ELA) – 
4 credits 

ELA I, II, III, IV 

ELA Honors, Advanced International Certification of 
Education (AICE) and/or Advanced Placement/AP courses may 
satisfy this requirement 

Mathematics – 4 credits            Must Include Algebra 1 and Geometry 

Social Studies – 3 credits 1 credit in World History 

1 credit in U.S. History 

.5 credit in U.S. Government 

.5 credit in Economics with Financial Literacy 

Science – 3 credits Must include Biology I, and two equally rigorous science courses 

Two of three required credits must have a laboratory component 

OTHER REQUIREMENTS 

1 Credit Fine and Performing Arts, Speech and Debate, or Practical Arts 
 
 1 Credit Physical Education (to include the integration of health) 

8 Credits Electives 

1 Online Course 

Students must earn a 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale 

http://www.fldoe.org/policy/articulation/ccd/
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Course Recovery 
All available assessment results, including the results of statewide, standardized English Language 
Arts assessments and end-of-course assessments for Algebra I and Geometry, will be used to advise 
students in grades 9-12 of any identified deficiencies and to provide appropriate postsecondary 
preparatory instruction before high school graduation. 
 

Students in grades 6-12 may validate mastery of the content standards in the failed courses 

through the following options: 

• Retaking the course through course recovery offered by the School. The students will 

waive the right to an elective course and enroll in the appropriate remedial course(s). 

• On-line competency-based course in the summer on school grounds. 

• Repeating the course at the school during the elective period. 
 

As stated in Middle School Progression, below are options that each student will be offered in 

order to recover their grades and pass each course. 

• If a child fails the first two quarters, he or she may: 

o Participate in course recovery for the second semester and be assigned content from the 

entire first semester to re-take 

o Participate in course recovery over the summer and be assigned content from the entire 
first semester 

• If a child fails the second two quarters, he or she may: 

○ Participate in course recovery over the summer and be assigned content from the entire 
second semester 

• If a child fails the entire course, he or she may: 

○ Participate in course recovery over the summer and be assigned content from the entire 
year 

○ Participate in course recovery the following school year 
 
A student may only have the option to participate in course recovery in the following school 
year for one course in either social studies or science. If a student fails ELA or Mathematics, 
then he or she must participate in course recovery during the current school year or over the 
summer. 

 
The student is issued the failing grade until one of the above options is completed. School 
administrators may reach out to their state team or their Edgnuity/Edmentum representative for 
more information on course recovery implementation. 
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THIRD GRADE MANDATORY RETENTION AND GOOD CAUSE EXEMPTIONS  
Florida Statute 1008.25 addresses reading and requires remediation of deficiencies in grades K-
3. If the student’s reading deficiencies are not remedied by the end of 3rd grade, as demonstrated by 
scoring at Level 2 or higher on the statewide reading assessment for 3rd grade, the student must be 
retained. This statute specifies the conditions for granting exemptions for Good Cause. Good Cause 
Exemptions shall be limited to the following seven scenarios: 

1. Limited English proficient students who have had less than 2 years of instruction in an 
English for Speakers of other Languages (ESOL) program based on the initial date of 
entry into a school in the United States. 

2. Students with disabilities whose Individual Education Plan (IEP) indicates that 
participation in the statewide assessment program is not appropriate, consistent with the 
requirement of Section 1008.212, F.S. 

3. Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on an alternative 
standardized English Language Arts assessment approved by the State Board of Education, 
which includes NWEA MAP and iReady. Students earning an NWEA RIT score or iReady 
scale score in the 50th percentile or higher (197+ based on the 2020 NWEA MAP RIT Scale 
Norms Study and 534+ based on the 2020 iReady Percentile to Score Conversion) qualify 
for a good cause exemption in accordance with Florida Statute 6A-1.094221.   

4. Students who demonstrate, through a student portfolio, that he/she is performing at 
least at Level 2 on the statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment. (See 
Good Cause Portfolio  below.) 

5. Students with disabilities who take the statewide, standardized English Language Arts 
assessment and who have an IEP or a Section 504 Accommodation Plan that reflects that 
the student has received intensive remediation in reading for more than two (2) years, 
but still demonstrates a deficiency and was previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, 
grade 2, or grade 3. 

6. Students who have received intensive reading intervention (not remediation) for 2 or more 
years, but still demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were previously retained in 
kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3, for a total of two years. A student may not be 
retained more than once in grade 3.  

 
Third Grade Good Cause Exemption Documentation 
 
The classroom teacher must provide the principal with documentation that indicates the 
student should be promoted based on one (1) of the Good Cause Exemption criteria listed above. 
This documentation should consist only of the existing Individual Education Plan (IEP), 504 
Accommodation Plan and/or Progress Monitoring Plan (PMP), the report card, the student 
portfolio, or other qualifying assessment data. Documentation for Exemptions 3 and 4 shall be 
consistent with Florida Statute 1008.25(6)(c). 
 

In the case of Good Cause Exemptions due to academic performance (mandatory retention at 3rd 
grade only), the teacher will complete all necessary documentation for the student portfolio 
results. The school principal and administrative team shall review and discuss such 
recommendation with the teacher and make the determination as to whether the student should 
be promoted or retained. 
 
Students who are promoted to grade 4 with a good cause exemption will be provided with 
supports and interventions in accordance with Florida Statute 1008.25(5)(c). 
 
  

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?id=6A-1.094221
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
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Mid-Year Promotion of Retained Third Grade Students 
In accordance with State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.094222, students retained in grade 3 that 
can demonstrate that he/she is a successful and independent reader and performing at or 
above grade level in reading and language arts may be promoted midyear. Midyear promotions 
should occur during the first semester of the academic year. Documentation for midyear 
promotion should include successful completion of portfolio elements that meet State criteria 
or satisfactory performance on a locally selected standardized assessment. Midyear promotion 
for third grade students is conducted in collaboration with the district. [Florida Statute § 
1008.25(7)(b)3] 
 
A student portfolio (described above) that is used to document during-the- school-year 
promotion to grade 4 must have evidence of the student’s mastery of 3rd grade Language Arts 
Florida Standards and beginning mastery of the 4th grade  standards. 
 
Per Florida Statute 1008.25(7)(b)(3), students promoted during the school year after November 1 
must demonstrate proficiency levels in reading equivalent to the level necessary for the beginning 
of grade 4 and provide a reasonable expectation that the student’s progress is sufficient to master 
appropriate grade 4 level reading skills. 

 

Summer Reading Academy 
In accordance with Florida Statute 1008.25(7)(a)&(7)(b), the purpose of the Third Grade 
Summer Reading Academy, provided by the local school district, is to provide extended 
instructional services and support to students who score Level 1 on the Grade 3 statewide, 
standardized English Language Arts assessment, by providing them with extended intensive 
interventions that must include effective instructional strategies, and appropriate teaching 
methodologies necessary to assist those students in becoming successful readers, able to read at 
or above grade level, and ready for promotion to the next grade. 
 
Whole-Grade and Mid-Year Promotion 
The school will adhere to all statutory requirements regarding mid-year promotion for retained 
third grade students according to State Board Rule 6A- 1.094222 Standards for Mid-Year 
Promotion of Retained Third Graders. In all other grade levels, students will progress according to 
the progression charts found earlier in this document and the School Principal will make all final 
decisions regarding whole-grade and mid-year promotions.  
 
 
 

 
  

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.094222
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.094222
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6A-1.094222
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ACRONYMS LIST 

 
504 – Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
ADA – Americans with Disabilities Act 
AICE – Advanced International Certificate of Education 
AP – Advance Placement 
DH – Department of Health 
ELA – English Language Arts 
ELL – English Language Learners 
EOC – End-of-Course Assessment 
EP – Education Plan 
ESE – Exceptional Student Education  
ESOL – English for Speakers of Other Languages 
ESY – Extended School Year 
FAPE – Free Appropriate Public Education 
FLDOE- Florida Department of Education 
FLKRS – Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener (AKA STAR) 
FSA – Florida Standards Assessment 
FSAA- Florida Standards Alternate Assessment  
FTE – Full-Time Equivalent Enrollment 
GVC – Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum 
IDEA- Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
IEP – Individualized Education Program 
LEA – Local Education Agency 
MAP – Measures of Academic Progress 
MPG – MAP for Primary Grades 
MTSS – Multi-Tiered System of Supports 
NGSSS – Next Generation Sunshine State Standards 
NWEA – Northwest Evaluation Association 
PMP – Progress Monitoring Plan 
RIT – Rasch Unit Scale 
RTI – Response to Intervention 
SP&P – ESE Policies and Procedures 
SWD – Students with Disabilities 
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