
 

 2015 Student Program Lesson Plan Template    
For step-by-step help in completing this document, please see the accompanying guide. 

 

 

Date: 7/1/2015 Class: Our Word 

9-12 NM/NH Performance Level  

 

 

Definition and Guiding Question 

  

LESSON LEARNING EPISODE 

For the purpose of this STARTALK template a lesson is defined as a single 

learning experience lasting no more than ninety minutes. Learning 

experiences occur both in the classroom and/or in other settings. Longer 

blocks of time will involve several learning episodes and lesson plans. 

For the purpose of this STARTALK template a learning episode is defined as 

a learning experience that addresses a specific aspect of a learning target or 

can-do statement. Learning episodes typically provide a limited amount of 

input with time allowed for guided and independent practice. The amount of 

time allotted for a learning episode is approximately equivalent to the age of 

the learner and will rarely be more than twenty minutes. 

 

Questions to Consider Before and During Lesson Planning 

 

Do the activities in the lesson 

� provide sufficient opportunities for understanding new words before expecting production? 

� provide multiple, varied opportunities for students to hear new words/expressions used in highly visualized contexts that make meaning 

transparent? 

� provide students with an authentic purpose for using words and phrases? 

� engage all students (as opposed to just one or two students at a time)? 

� give students a reason for needing to/wanting to pay attention and be on task? 

� vary in the level of intensity and the amount of physical movement required? 

� take an appropriate amount of time considering the age of the learner? 



 

� make the learner, not the teacher, the active participant? 

 

STAGE 1: What will learners be able to do with what they know by the end of this lesson? 

 

DO 

What are the learning targets for this lesson?  

KNOW 

What vocabulary, grammatical structures, language chunks, cultural 

knowledge, and content information do learners need to accomplish the 

lesson can-do? 

6. Interpersonal Communication- I can also give and respond compliments in 

culturally appropriate ways. 

7. Interpretive Listening-I can understand some short conversations or 

descriptions on familiar topics (clothing and physical appearance). 

9. Interpretive Listening - I can understand simple stories when they are 

accompanied by pictures, gestures, and story-tellers' guidance. I can also 

follow movie/cartoon plots when given some guidance. 

14. Presentational speaking - I can present basic information and give simple 

opinions about people and their appearance I have learned using phrases and 

simple sentences. 

17. Presentation Writing - I can describe myself, my family, my friends using 

phrases and simple sentences in a blog using learned phrases and memorized 

expressions. 

 

Names of body parts (hair, eyes) 

Adjectives to describe physical appearance (tall, short, young, old, long or 

short (hair), etc.) 

Items of clothing 

Colors to describe eyes, hair and clothing 

 

Cultural Knowledge and content information 

Making compliments in culturally appropriate ways 

Recognizing Chinese celebrities 

Culture-specific terms for clothing 

 
 

STAGE 2: How will learners demonstrate what they can do with what they know by the end of the lesson? 



 

 
 

What will learners do (learning tasks/activities/formative assessments) to demonstrate they can meet the lesson can-do? 

Students create a personal page about themselves to post on their Ning Blog, including a physical description and a description of their personality. 

 
 
 
 

STAGE 3: What will prepare learners to demonstrate what they can do with what they know?  

 
 

How will you facilitate the learning?  
What activities will be used to ensure learners accomplish the lesson can do? What will the teacher be doing? What will the students be doing? 

 

Opening Activity 

How can you capture the students’ energy and commitment for today’s lesson? 

Teacher will introduce new vocabulary and structures by showing family pictures and describing the physical appearance of her family 

members (hair color, eye color, height, clothing). The teacher will then ask the students to describe her appearance.  

Time:10 

Learning Episode 

Students will work in pairs. Student 1 will describe his/her best friend’s appearance to his/her Student 2. Student 2 will draw the best 

friend according to Student 1’s description. Once finished, the Teacher will ask Student 2 to describe the appearance of Student 1’s 

best friend, using the illustration as a guide. The Student 1 will then confirm whether Student 2 accurately described his/her best 

friend.  

Time:25 

  Learning Episode 

The Teacher will show visuals to review colors and articles of clothing. Students will then work in pairs. The students will face away 

from each other. Student 1 will try to remember and describe what Student 2 is wearing, naming the objects of clothing and their 

color.  

Time:15 



 

 

Learning Episode 

The Teacher and the Teaching Assistant will model paying compliments to each other about an article of clothing they’re wearing. 

Then the students will pay each of their fellow students a compliment about his/her clothing.  

Time:10 

  Learning Episode 

The Teacher will show photos of famous people, then the students in two teams will take turns describing the celebrity’s physical 

appearance and dress. The team that can say the most things about the celebrity wins the round.  

Time:20 

Learning Episode 

20 Questions. One student will select a classmate or teacher (someone in the classroom at the time). The other students will then ask 

yes/no questions in order to determine the identity of the person, asking about his/her appearance, clothing and personality.  

Time:20 

  Learning Episode 

Teacher will present visuals of Chinese students dressed for school. Students will then create a brochure to tell visiting Chinese 

students how American high school students dress. The students will upload pictures to their Ning blog and provide captions to 

illustrate how typical American high school students dress at their school. 

Time:30 

Learning Episode 



 

Students will create a personal page for their Ning blog, describing their appearance. They will upload pictures with captions in order 

to show what kind of clothes they like to wear. 

Time:30 

 

Materials needed for this lesson  

 

 

Family pictures 

Celebrities’ pictures 

Adjective/body parts/color/clothing words list 

Computers wih internet access 

 

Reflection/Notes to Self 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


