
Short-Term Vacation Rental  1 
Growth Management & Administrative Enhancements  

SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTAL DRAFT PROPOSAL 
 
To accommodate the needs of residents, short-term vacation rental owners, property 
management companies, and the community at large, the City of Savannah is developing 
recommendations to revise the short-term vacation rental regulations.   
 
The tables below break down the two short-term vacation rental topics examined—growth 
management and administrative enhancements.  We have been successful in coming together 
and agreeing on many of the administrative enhancement recommendations.  We are finalizing 
the growth management strategies which include discussion on owner-occupancy, caps, 
grandfathering and maximum occupancy requirements.    
 
During the City Council meeting on June 22, City Council will consider a resolution to place a 
temporary 90-day stay on short-term vacation rental registrations.   In the meantime, final 
recommendations on revisions to the short-term vacation rental regulations will be presented 
at the City Council meeting held on July 6.  The Council meetings start at 2:00 PM and are held 
in City Council Chambers, 2 E. Bay Street. 
 
For updates on the process, visit www.savannahga.gov/stvrupdates.  
 
If you have any questions or comments, please contact tourism@savannahga.gov or 912-525-
1500. 
 

GROWTH MANAGEMENT 

NEIGHBORHOOD  
RECOMMENDATIONS 

STVR OWNERS AND 
MANAGERS 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

POSSIBLE RESOLUTION 
BASED ON 

RECOMMEDATIONS FROM 
JUNE 12 MEETING? 

OWNER OCCUPIED  

[HISTORIC DISTRICT] 
Within the RIP, RIP-A, RIP-A-1, 
RIP-B, RIP-B1, RIP-C, and RIP-D 
districts, as of [date of 
ordinance adoption], such use 
is permitted only within one 
dwelling unit on the premise 
and only when the principal 
residence is owner-occupied 

Opposed to any owner 
occupied requirements 

No agreement; Caps 
recommended?  

[VICTORIAN DISTRICT] 
 
As of [date of the adoption of 
the ordinance], in the 1-R, 2-R 
and 3-R districts, such use is 
permitted only within one 

Opposed to any owner 
occupied requirements 

No agreement; Caps 
recommended? 

http://www.savannahga.gov/stvrupdates
mailto:tourism@savannahga.gov
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dwelling unit on the premise 
and only when the principal 
residence is owner-occupied.   
The use will be a matter of 
right and not required to go 
through the Zoning Board of 
Appeals.  

[MID-CITY/THOMAS SQUARE] 
In the TN-2, no change except 
to allow it in another dwelling 
unit as opposed to just the 
accessory dwelling unit. New 
language proposed as: 
 
In the TN-2 district,  
where a principal dwelling 
unit is owner-occupied, 
another dwelling unit (only 
one) on the same parcel may 
be used as an STVR.  

 Agree to proposed change; 
Caps recommended? 

CAPS  

 No more than 7.5% of the 
residential parcels within a 
Ward shall be permitted 
for STVRs   
 

 No more than 15% of the 
residential parcels within 
any block shall be 
permitted for STVRs 

Use tables for mixed-use and 
residential zoning district to 
include restriction that no 
more than 35% of PINs 
located within any ward shall 
be permitted to have STVR 
certificate  

 No more than 20% of PINs 
located within any ward 
shall be permitted to have 
STVR certificate  
 

 STVRs that are owner 
occupied shall be exempt 
[Owner occupied property 
is where a property owner 
resides at the residents for 
at least 8 months of the 
year] 

MIXED-USE/COMMERICAL  

• In the B-C, B-G, B-H, R-B-C, 
and R-B-C-1 districts, as of 
[date of ordinance 
adoption], within any 
building with at least 
three dwelling units, such 
use is limited to no more 
than two dwelling units or 
50% of all dwelling units, 

All commercial zoning districts 
are exempt from this 
limitation, including B-B, B-C, 
B-C-1, B-G, G-N, P-C-B, P-B-G-
1, P-B-G-2, P-B-N-1, TC-1 and 
TC-2 
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whichever is less. Where 
the calculation results in a 
fraction, the number shall 
be rounded down. 
 

• The provision does not 
apply to the B-B and B-C-1 
districts. 

In the 1-B, 2-B, and 3-B 
districts, such use within a 
multi-family building is limited 
to no more than two dwelling 
units or 50% of all dwelling 
units, whichever is less 

  

GRANDFATHERING  

Modify “Section 8-3133. 
Limitations on use of land or 
building by nonconforming 
uses” that calls for any STVR 
permit be reapplied for within 
3 months of any legal transfer 
of ownership   

 Modify “Section 8-3133. 
Limitations on use of land or 
building by nonconforming 
uses” that calls for any STVR 
permit be reapplied for within 
6 months of any legal transfer 
of ownership   

OCCUPANCY  

The number of occupants 
shall not exceed  four adults 
for a one bedroom dwelling 
unit or two adults per 
bedroom for a dwelling with 
more than one bedroom 

The number of occupants 
shall not exceed four adults 
for a one bedroom dwelling 
unit or two adults per 
bedroom for a dwelling unit 
with more than one bedroom  

Consensus  
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ADMINISTRATIVE ENHANCEMENTS  

RECOMMENDATION POSSIBLE RESOLUTION 
BASED ON FEEDBACK FROM 

JUNE 12 MEETING? 

Require that insurance documentation must document the 
dwelling unit is used as an STVR 

Consensus  

Create additional guidelines for best practices and include 
during application process: 
 

 Have rental agent meet at least one occupant on the day of 
arrival to ensure that the exemplar/house rules are 
understood, and verify occupants represented themselves 
correctly; Require occupant initial when meeting  

 

 Use photos to show exterior appearance of house, location 
of parking and trash receptacles 

 

 Create online form for owners and rental agents to report 
complaints received by neighbors to the City within 48 
hours of receiving the complaint to include: 
– Date and time of complaint 
– STVR address and certificate number 
– Nature of complaint and resolution 
– Rental agent name and contact  

 
• Automatic timers for lights inside the unit & on front porch 
 
• Noise monitoring companies  

Consensus   

Modify exemplar/house rules  to include maximum occupancy 
and off-street parking location   
 
Post exemplar/house rules in STVR property 
 
Include exemplar/house rules on reservation website 
 
City post exemplar/house rules required on website 

Consensus 

Brochure created by the City and distributed to ward 
captains/neighborhood associations outlining: 
• Requirement of STVR rental agent 
• Remittance of hotel/motel taxes 
• Enforcement information 
• Reporting problems  
• Link to map of Registered STVRs 

Consensus 
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Notification to owners of record who are within 150 feet of a 
new STVR to include: 
• Address of the proposed short-term rental 
• Location of proposed on-site parking  
• Occupancy requirements 
• Copy of the short term vacation rental house policies 
• Name of property owner 
• Name of rental agent company and contact info 
 
Certificate will not be issued until this process is completed 

Consensus  

Fine agent and owner (but only 1 fine to be paid) 
 
 

If agent receives __ or more 
citations within 30-days, a 
citation in the amount of 
$____ will be issued 

If property is a condominium, property owner shall provide 
copy of adopted bylaws approving the use of the premise for 
STVRs 

Consensus 

Owner must reside in Chatham County or use a property 
manager with a local office in Chatham County 

Amend Sec. 8-10014(b): 
Appear on the premises of 
any short-term vacation 
rental unit within two one 
hours following notification 
from the city of issues 
related to the use or 
occupancy of the premises. 

Require additional trash receptacle if STVR has 3 or more units If trash is an issue for an 
STVR, request additional 
receptacle for $25 
 
City monitor area  

 

 


