Comprehensive Plan Checklist DRAFT
Kent County

iy = State Requirement under Title 9, Chapter 49 of the Delaware Code or as noted
@ = Strongly suggested but optional

1. Public Participation

Summary: All plans should have some provision it by the public. Public input is most usefullgan
the planning process, and should help form the’plgmals and recommendations. The development of a
community vision for the future is a useful exeecis

O pubic Participation Summary and Results.The plan should include a section which describes
the public participation process and summarizesdhalts. If developed, the vision statement cdaad
contained in this sectiore

2. Population Data and Analysis
Summary: The following population data is importemtharacterize the residents of the County, aifid w
inform land development plan recommendations, eafhem regards to housing and social services.

D Past Population Trends Historic population data from past Census repdrtaikl be reported, and
trends analyzed. It should be sufficient to go ba@lor 40 years (in 10 year increments), althoudero
data may be informative in certain cases.

Q Population Projections.Recent population projections should be reportetaaralyzed. For
counties, these can be obtained from the DelawajpalRtion Consortiume

Q Demographics.Demographic information about the population shdaddeported and analyzed.
The most recent Census summary files can be &sed.

3. Future Land Use Plan Element

Summary: The Future Land Use Plan must inchaliies, statements, goals, planning components and a
map or map series which serve to define the proposed land uses farehs within the County’s
jurisdiction. Particular attention should be giterthe recommended land uses for lands which aranta
and likely to be developed. The Future Land Us@ Element must show the desired future land fages
each parcel in the County. This data will form Baesis for the required update of the zoning omtiea
within 18 months of plan adoption.

Q Existing Land Use.A survey of the existing land uses in the Courikhis element should be
expressed as a map, although some text may belewluThe existing land use element should provide
existing land use information based upon the nel&thle and comprehensive information availablthto
County.@

D Future Land Use Plan Element. The plan must containfature land use plan element designating
proposed future general distribution, location artént of the uses of land for such activitiesessdential
uses, commercial uses, industry, agriculture, editne, conservation, education, public buildingd an
grounds, other public facilities and other categ®of the public and private uses of land. The plall
include standards to be followed in the control distribution of population densities and buildiswgd
structure intensitiesLhe intensity of residential zoning must be direcil tied to the types of housing
needed to serve the County’s full range of incomess identified in the Housing Element.The

proposed distribution, location and extent of taeaus categories of land use shall be shown ané lise
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map or map series which shall be supplemented biggpolicies and measurable objectives. Each land
use category shall be defined in terms of the tygfeses included and standards for the density or
intensity of use. The future land use plan shabased upon surveys, studies and data regardiragehe
including the amount of land required to accommedsiticipated growth, the projected populatiorhef t
area, the character of undeveloped land, and thigahility of public services. The future land ydan

may designate areas for future planned developosninvolving combinations of types of uses forakhi
special regulations may be necessary to ensurdagenent in accord with the principles and standafds
the comprehensive plan and this subchapter. Tlikuae maps or map series shall generally identifly a
depict historic district boundaries and shall deatg historically significant properties meritingtection.
Population, demographic, environment, oil econodaita and projections used to determine present
conditions, future land use, and public facilitqugements shall be developed in conjunction with t
State and municipalities, and shall, as a minimoengonsistent with projections officially adoptedthe
Delaware Population Consortium. The sources anghgstsons used to develop such projections shall be
clearly identified gi

4. Mobility Element

Summary: The Mobility Element must inclugelicies, statements, goals, planning components and a map
which serve to define any critical transportatissuies and strategies and actions to improve the
transportation system which serves the County. plais should be written in close coordination with
DelDOT and the Dover/Kent MPO.

D Mobility Element. The plan must contain a mobility element whichasgistent with the
approved area-wide transportation plan and has theegioped in conjunction with the Department of
Transportation. The mobility element shall provadbalanced transportation system addressing the
movement of people and goods while showing exisdimgj proposed rights-of-way, sidewalks, bikeways,
rail facilities, terminals and related faciliti€the mobility element shall include recommendatifumdand
use regulations that promote a range of sustairtedsisportation choices for future transportatierds.
The mobility element shall be consistent with th&t& Implementation Plan (SIP) for air quality
attainment. guzg

5. Water and Sewer Element

Summary: The Plan must inclugelicies, statements, goals, planning components and a map which serve
to define and critical infrastructure issues raldte sewer and water infrastructure and descrieduture
enhancements and expansion of these systems ®a@arent and future growth areas. Natural resource
issues related to water supply and TMDLs shoulddisidered. The role of private water utilitié®sld
be discussed as well.

L water and Sewer Element. The plan must contain a water and sewer elementlated to
principles and guidelines for future land use, @gating ways to provide for future potable waterd an
wastewater disposal for the area. County governmiemonjunction with the State, shall assess their
current, as well as projected, water needs andcssuiThe element shall describe the problems and
needs and the general facilities that will be regphifor solution of the problems and needs. Theewat
and sewer element shall be developed in consuitatith and reviewed by the Department of Natural
Resources and Environmental Control. The watersavder element shall include an assessment of
fiscal considerations and shall be consistent ajithroved area-wide wastewater treatment plags.
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L sourcewater Protection Program This program is coordinated through the Depantroé

Natural Resources and Environmental Control. Then®y must address the requirements of this program
and develop appropriate regulations to protectheeltis and excellent recharge areas by Z@QTitle 7,

Del C.)

6. Conservation Element

Summary: The Conservation Element must inclomlécies, statements, goals, and planning components
which serve to define the community’s strategyresprve important natural resources, and prevent
development activities which are detrimental torthéural environment.

L conservation Element. The plan must contain a conservation element ®ctinservation, use
and protection of natural resources in the areavndridh results in the identification of these resms. At
a minimum, the element shall consist of such nadanea classifications as wetlands, wood uplanasitat
areas, geological areas, hydrological areas, fllaiag aquifer recharge areas, ocean beachesasails
slopes. The land use map or map series contairtbe fiuture land use element shall generally idgatnd
depict natural areas classifications, such as thnaeerated in this section. The land uses idedtidin
said maps shall be consistent with applicable &&ts and regulations. Identification and depictidrthe
above shall be based on the best topographic nmapsther information available from state and fatler
agencies or other sources that the County deenmsigte. The conservation element shall also clamsi
areas most suited for agricultural uses, silvacaltuses and watershed protection. The conservation
element shall be developed in consultation with i@aviewed by the Department of Agriculture and the
Department of Natural Resources and Environmerdatiol. gz

D Land Protection Act. Under Title 7, Chapter 75 (section 7508), each tpshall adopt and
incorporate overlay zoning ordinances, guidelimes specific technically based environmental
performance standards, design criteria and mitbgatquirements, where appropriate, that shallyafopl
significant ecological functions and identify histoand archaeological sites on these lands. The
framework for these zoning overlays should be idetlin the comprehensive plags (Title 7, Chapter
60, Subchapter VI (sections 6081-6084) Dél C.

7. Recreation and Open Space Element

Summary: The Open Space and Recreation Plan malstiepolicies, statements, goals, and planning
components which serve to improve and maintain the qualitpafks, recreation areas, and open spaces.
The plan should include an analysis of the adeqofogcreation facilities for the community, anglan

for expansion if necessary.

Q Inventory of Open Space and Recreation Facilitiednventories of parks and recreational
facilities. Also, an inventory of other open spattes have been deemed important by the community.
Areas which have important natural features thdtemevelopment upon them undesirable for ecological
reasons should be listed as wed.

L  Recreation and Open Space ElementThe plan must contaia recreation and open space element
indicating a comprehensive system of public andgbei sites for recreation including, but not lirdite,
nature preserves, parks and playgrounds, parkwaater bodies including beaches and public access to
beaches, open spaces and other recreationaliéscikt county recreation and open space plan is
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acceptable in lieu of a recreation and open spiaeeesit. The recreation and open space elementtshall
consistent with the Comprehensive Land Use Plaa.élément shall be developed in consultation with
and reviewed by the Department of Natural ResouroesEnvironmental Control and shall reflect the
State's open space preservation and outdoor renTeganning activitiesizy

8. Housing Element

Summary: A description of the housing styles, hegsitock, and conditiomaust serve as a starting point
for evaluating the residential uses in the Countys information, in concert with the populatiordan
employment projections, will provide the basislford use plan recommendations. Information abowut lo
to moderate income housing needs will allow forghavision of affordable housing.

D Housing Stock Inventory.An inventory of the housing stock in the Countliuding the number
and type of dwelling units. An inventory of the@fiable housing resources should also be incluged.

D Housing Pipeline.How many housing units are approved and pendingtoaction.Of those
pipeline units, indicate the number of those deemealffordable, for both rental and homeownership,
according to the Annual Income Limits for each Couty as annually calculated by DSHA according
to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develapent. @

Q Housing Needs AnalysisHow many housing units, of which type, will be r&qd to
accommodate the existing and future population®ue to include affordable housing needs in the
analysis@

Q Housing Element. The plan must contain a housing element that isistent with county
housing plans, standards and principles. Such hgusians shall be in accordance with state and
federal rules and regulations and the housing ptdrousing element of the comprehensive plan shall
include the following:
a. The provision of housing for existing resideantsl the anticipated growth of the area.
b. The elimination of substandard dwelling condito
c. The structural and aesthetic improvement oftigshousing.
d. The provision of adequate sites for future hogisincluding housing for low-income and
moderate-income families, group home facilities éoster care facilities, with supporting
infrastructure and public facilities.
e. Provision for relocation housing and identifieatof historically significant and other
housing for purposes of conservation, rehabilitatio replacement.
f. The formulation of housing implementation progsaSee below:
g. Demonstrated coordination with the State Houginthority including but not limited to
guidelines to insure that sites for publicly agsisthousing are located where adequate
transportation opportunities, health and socialises and other community services are
available. g

Tools To Be Used In The Formulation Of Housing Imptmentation Programs:
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* Incentives or requirements that create additional #ordable housing units such as
density bonuses, expedited review, or tax and feeawers. Sussex County has used a
combination of incentives for their Moderately Priced Housing Unit program.

» Permitting accessory dwelling units in residentiabreas as a matter of right to encourage
social- and economic-integration, and to provide fie-cycle housing.

» Requlatory changes that will reduce housing costsuch as reducing parking
requirements for housing developments where studidsave shown that less in needed
(elderly) as well as on transit corridors.

» Tax abatements for owners of elderly and disabledral other low-income homeowners
to keep them in their home.

» Facilitate perpetually affordable homeownership unis by partnering with the Diamond
State Community Land Trust. As a non-profit organization, they own the land under
the affordable housing and preserve the affordabity of housing after the building
changes hands. There is broad flexibility in howhis partnership can be structured.

» Participation in the Employer Assisted Programs tgrovide much needed assistance to
homebuyers and to employers in recruiting and retaiing employees.

* An examination of barriers faced in the creation ad maintenance of affordable housing
(i.e. administrative processes; fees and dedicatisntax policies; building and housing
codes; and, zoning, land development, constructicamd subdivision regulations) along
with strategies to assist in removing those barriex that unnecessarily impact housing
affordability.

» Proactively Rezone to ensuring sufficient land sugp to provide the full range of
housing choices including but not limited to, multiamily housing, mixed uses,
manufactured homes, and attached homes. Particulpraround town centers and along
transit corridors.

» Vigorously enforce property maintenance codes to tect all members of a community
from those few who allow their properties to detemrate to substandard conditions.
However, relocation issues should be considered.

9. Intergovernmental Coordination Element
Summary: The plan should describe the Countyaiaiship with other government jurisdictions and
State Agencies, and specify strategies for futomdination of those relationships.

D Description of Intergovernmental Relationships.A description of the County’s relationships with
various other levels of government and governmeatities, such as other counties, municipalities| te
state.®

Q Analysis and Comparison of Other Relevant Plannindocuments. The Comprehensive Plan
should include an analysis and comparison of tbpgsed plan with other relevant planning documents
These documents may include but are not limitettiédState Strategies for Policies and Spendingmibet
up to date plans of the other Counties and murlitgm The analysis should demonstrate that the
proposed Comprehensive Plan is compatible witlother relevant plans, or provide a compelling dase
the proposed deviatiog

Q Intergovernmental Coordination Element. The plan must contain an intergovernmental
coordination element of the comprehensive planli@monstrate consideration of the particular
effects of the plan, when adopted, upon the dewedop of municipalities within the County, adjacent
counties or on the applicable state regulationsor@ination of the comprehensive plan with the
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comprehensive plans of municipalities within theu@ty, adjacent counties and applicable state
regulations and policy shall be an objective of¢henprehensive planning process. To that end,@n th
preparation of a comprehensive plan or elemenetieand in the comprehensive plan or element as
adopted, the planning agency shall include a sipguiflicy statement or coordinated mapping element
indicating the relationship of the proposed develept of the area to the comprehensive plans of
municipalities within the County, adjacent counté®l applicable state regulations and policy as the
case may require. Such policy statement or cootglinaapping element shall specifically identify the
coordination process undertaken and the officiibadaken by affected municipalities regarding the
county comprehensive plan. Such statement or elestesl also set forth the procedures to be
followed to ensure continuing coordination with rigipalities, regional agencies and the State. In
addition, the comprehensive plan shall providecfmordination with state agencies regarding land use
and development policies and shall provide foreavand consideration by the Governor's Advisory
Council on Planning Coordination at such timeseagiired this subchapteizy

10. Community Design Element

Summary: The Community Design Plan must inclpolécies, statements, goals, and planning

components which serve to define the community’s strategyrioairage or require urban design methods
which preserve and enhance the community’s chara€éen this plan element can be accomplished in
conjunction with other relevant plan elements saglransportation (interconnectivity and sidewal&s,
example) or historic preservation (design guidaljder example).

Q Community Design Element. The plan must contain recommended community design
element to assist in the achievement of the objestdf the comprehensive plan which may consist of
design recommendations for land subdivision, neighdod development, neighborhood
redevelopment, design of open space locations ainglas matters. To that end, such
recommendations may be made available as aids @widdsgyto developers in the future planning and
development of land in the argaszy

11. Historic Preservation Element

Summary: The Historic preservation element mudtishepolicies, statements, goals, and planning
components which serve to define the County’s strategy andregsso preserve and enhance important
community resources.

D Historic and Cultural Resources Plan.The plan must contain an historical preservatiement
which sets out plans and programs for those strestor lands in the area having historical, arclageal,
architectural or similar significance. The histatipreservation element shall be developed in dtat@n
with and reviewed by the Division of Historical a@diltural Affairs of the Department of Stageq

12. Economic Development Element

Summary: The Economic Development Element mustdepolicies, statements, goals, and planning
components which serve to define strategies and actions foaeting and retaining businesses and job
opportunities to the community.
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L Economic Base / Major EmployersDetail the major industries and employers in thei@y,
including the number of employees in ea&h.

D Labor Market. What are the characteristics of the local laborke&®

D Income and Poverty.Income characteristics of the resident populat@ngompared to the county
and the state. Also, the percentage of the populditiing below the poverty line should be detailélhis
information may most easily derived from the maestent US Censuse

D Economic Development PlanThe plan must contain an economic development alessdting
forth principles and guidelines for the commereiatl industrial development, if any, and the empleym
and personnel utilization within the area. The elatrmay detail the type of commercial and induktria
development sought while correlating the presedtmnjected employment needs of the area to other
elements of the plan and may set forth methodsHtigiwa balanced and stable economic base will be
pursued. The economic development element shédlldaca general area redevelopment component
consisting of plans, criteria and programs for camity redevelopment, including reuse of housingssit
business sites, industrial sites, central busidesscts, public building sites, recreational fdigs and
other locationsThe economic development strateqy must contain a gvision for affordable housing
within reach of working households. The economic development element shall be deeelap
consultation with and reviewed by the Economic Depment Office gz

13. Capital Improvements Plan

D Capital Improvements Plan. A capital improvements plan covering at least ae&ryperiod
shall be developed in accordance with the adoptiorand be consistent with, the comprehensive
plan. The capital improvements plan shall be desigio consider the need for and the location of
public facilities in order to encourage the effigiatilization of such facilities and set forth:
(1) Principles for construction, extension or irage in capacity of public facilities, as well as
principles for correcting existing public faciligeficiencies, which are necessary to implement
the comprehensive plan.
(2) Estimated public facility costs, including alideation of when facilities will be needed, the
general location of the facilities and projectederaue sources to fund the facilities.
(3) Standards to ensure the availability of pufduilities and the adequacy of those facilities.
(4) To the extent provisions of the capital impnments plan anticipate State financial assistance,
involvement or cooperation, such provisions shalldeveloped in conjunction with the state
capital improvement plan and annual capital budge.

14. Other Elements

L Other Elements. The comprehensive plan may include such other elesmas may be
peculiar to and/or necessary for the area conceanddas are added by the governing body upon the
recommendation of the local planning agency.
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15. Implementation Strategies

Summary: Plans should be systematically implemettitemligh a series of policies and regulations. The
plan should identify how existing regulations sugifbe plan, and suggest new policies and reguiatas
needed to implement the plan. In some cases, where research or study is required, additional ptan
plan elements may be recommended for completi@n pfan adoption.

D Evaluation of Current Codes and OrdinancesEvaluate the current codes and ordinances to
determine whether or not they support the intedtgoals of the plan. A listing should be made afe
and ordinances that do not, and these should taelstdd for revisions

D Zoning Map Revisions.The zoning map is a key implementation tool whikbwdd be consistent
with the Land Use Plan. Zoning maps should be eevas needed concurrently or shortly after plan
adoption. The zoning map must be revised to comyily the land use plan within 18 months of plan
adoption. @

D Zoning and Subdivision Code RevisionsThese codes are also critical implementation t@oid,
should be revised as needed. In some cases, thmmendations of the Land Use Plan will require the
addition of new regulations in these codes.

Q Implementation Plan. It may be very helpful to develop an implememtativork plan which lists
actions and policies that the municipality can taksystematically implement the pla@uantifiable
performance objectives for addressing affordable hasing needs must be included®

16. Other State Programs, Policies, and Issues.

Summary: The Comprehensive Plan should take address ornvgfeeconsider relevant state programs,
policies and issues that are relevant to the Cob@ted on geographic location, public service
arrangements, or other factors. These items maxplered through the intergovernmental coordimatio
process, as well as through direct interaction withOffice of State Planning Coordination and ther
individual State agencies. In some cases it wlhbcessary to address these items as conditions fo
certification. These programs, policies, and issnelude_but are not limited the following:

D Total Maximum Daily Loads. This program is coordinataédrough the Department of Natural
Resources and Environmental Control. This prognélirbe relevant to the Conservation Element ad wel
as to the Sewer and Water Elemegdy

O corridor Capacity Preservation Program. This program is coordinated through the Department
of Transportation. This program is be relevarRtutes 1, 13, and 113, and should be addresskd in t
Mobility Element.@

Q Agricultural Preservation Program. This program is coordinated through the Departroént
Agriculture. The discussion of this program iekent in relation to a variety of plan elememis.
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