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APA Citation Style Tip Sheet and Links 

 
General Guidelines: 

 
• Center the word References one inch from the top of the page on a new page 

at the end of the paper. 
• Double-spacing is used between, as well as within, each entry. 

• Use a hanging indent: begin the first line of each entry at the left margin and 
indent all subsequent lines of an entry one-half inch (5 spaces).  

• List reference sources alphabetically by author’s last name. If the source has 
no author, alphabetize by the first significant word in the title ignoring A, An, 

or The. 
• List author by last name, then a comma, followed by first and second (if 

available) initials. 

• Put the publication year in parentheses ( ) following the author(s)’ name(s).  
• Use italics for titles of books, journals, newspapers, encyclopedias, or 

reference books.  
• Capitalize only the first word and any proper nouns in the title.  Include the 

city and publisher for books.  If the city is not well-known, include the state 
two-letter postal abbreviation.  

• Separate the author(s)’ name(s), the date (in parentheses), the title, and the 
publication information with periods. 

 
 

 
Citation Sources: 

 
Noodletools.com – Sign into user account to access Noodlebib to create an APA 

reference. 

 
Easybib.com – Free automatic bibliography and citation maker 

 
Owl Purdue APA formatting 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/  – Online writing lab 
provided by Purdue University with instructional material on how to create citations.  
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* How the citation would look in text is highlighted in purple-  

   this is not part of the original reference page, it is just there for your help. 


