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PETERS WORLD MAP
The map which represents countries accurately

according to their surface areas.

AREA SCALE 1:1,230,000,000 MILLION
One square centimetre on the map = 123,000 square kilometres 

in nature.   Heights in metres.

THIS MAP SHOWS COUNTRIES IN PROPORTION TO
THEIR RELATIVE SIZES. IT IS BASED UPON ARNO PETERS'

DECIMAL GRID WHICH DIVIDES THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH
INTO 100 LONGITUDINAL FIELDS OF EQUAL WIDTH AND 100

LATITUDINAL FIELDS OF EQUAL HEIGHT; IT TREATS THE
RECTANGLES AROUND THE EQUATOR AS SQUARES AND

BUILDS THE OTHER RECTANGLES ONTO THESE IN
PROPORTION TO THE AREAS THEY REPRESENT. THE ZERO

MERIDIAN ON THIS SYSTEM IS COMBINED WITH A PROPOSED
NEW INTERNATIONAL DATE LINE.

THIS DECIMAL GRID IS ONLY INDICATED, HOWEVER, ON
THE OUTER BORDER OF THE MAP. THE GRID MARKED ON THE

MAP ITSELF IS BASED ON THE TRADITIONAL 180 DEGREE
DIVISION AND THE PRESENT DATELINE IS INDICATED WITH A

DOTTED LINE.

COPYRIGHT BY AKADEMISCHE VERLAGSANSTALT  FL-9490 VADUZ, AEULESTR. 56.
ENGLISH VERSION BY OXFORD CARTOGRAPHERS, OXFORD, UK,

www.oxfordcartographers.com
(Distributed in North America by ODT, Inc., www.odtmaps.com) 
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Five thousand years of human history have brought us to the 
threshold of a new age. It is an age typified by science and 
technology, by the end of colonial domination, by a growing 
awareness of the interdependence of all nations and all peoples.

Such a moment in history demands that we look critically at 
our understanding of the world. This understanding is based, to 
a significant degree, on the work of map-makers of the age 
when Europe dominated and exploited the world. Surprisingly, 
maps still reflect that bygone era.

The map is the work of the late German historian Arno 
Peters and provides a helpful corrective to the distortions of 

traditional maps. While the Peters Map is superior in its 
portrayal of proportions and sizes, its importance goes far 
beyond questions of cartographic accuracy. No less than 
our world view is at stake.
 Consider the characteristics of the Peters Map:
EQUAL AREA. This new map shows all areas - whether 
countries, continents or oceans - according to their actual 
size. Accurate comparisons become possible.
EQUAL AXIS. All North-South lines run vertically on this 
map. Thus, geographic points can be seen in their precise 
directional relationship - northwest, southeast, northeast or 
southwest.

EQUAL POSITIONS. All East-West lines run parallel. Thus 
the relationship of any point on the map to its distance from 
the equator or to the angle of the sun can easily be determined.
FAIRNESS TO ALL PEOPLES. By setting forth all countries 
in their true size and location, this map allows each one its 
actual position in the world.
 In this complex and interdependent world in which the 
nations now live, the peoples of the world deserve the most 
accurate possible portrayal of their world. The Peters Map is 
that map for our day.

Traditional maps, of which the 
Mercator illustrated opposite 
is one example, have tended to 
show countries incorrectly in 
proportion to one another, to 
the advantage of the European 
colonial powers, while the 
southern continents (Africa, 
South America, Australia) are 
shown far too small.

Europe, with its 9.7 million sq km appears to be 
larger than South America which is 17.8 million 
sq km, in fact nearly twice the size of Europe.

North America appears to be considerably 
larger than Africa which is 30 million sq km. 
In fact it is smaller, (actually 19 million sq km).

Scandinavia and Finland, 1.1 million sq km seems to 
be as large as India with 3.3 million sq km. In fact 
India is three times the size of Scandinavia and Finland.

Greenland with 2.1 million sq km appears larger 
than China when in fact China with 9.5 million 
sq km is more than four times larger.
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