
 

Kansas weather in November and December will give us some of the most 
beautiful days of the year, or some of the most chilly and windy. But on those 
good days, oh, take advantage. Travel the routes suggested in this 
geography-heavy newsletter and you’ll see Kansas with new eyes. 

With an Explorer spirit, any back road in the state is interesting, especially if 
you’ve not been on it before.  Drive through cemeteries, notice architectural 
styles, look for historic markers, note the crops, the livestock, fencing, 
telephone poles, soil color, grasses and trees. Observe what makes an area 
distinct.  

Note: Much of the region descriptions come from the Kansas state map. The 
page numbers after certain descriptions refer to the Kansas Guidebook 2 for 
Explorers book. 

THE DIVERSITY OF 
KANSAS GEOLOGY 

This newsletter provides 
a brief description of the 
eleven physiographic 
regions and suggests 
driving routes to help you 
get to know a region. 
We’ve also sprinkled in 
some explorer-y places 

along the way.   

Paper-map nerds will love getting the map out and studying these routes. 
Though the current state map has an inset showing the geologic regions, the 
2003 map is entirely color coded. Contact us for a copy of that map (small 
donation would help cover postage).  
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EXPLORERTHE

Big Brutus, West Mineral, Cherokee County Dinosaur Park, Erie, Neosho County Stone Bridge, Ness County

Continued on page 2



 

GEO DIVERSITY OF KANSAS -  continued from page 1

Arkansas River Lowlands 
The Arkansas River Lowlands is a relatively flat, alluvial plain 
made up of sand, gravel, and other sediment deposited by a 
meandering Arkansas River. The area is good for farming but 
also includes sand dunes.  

Region back roads: 

*The 77-mile Wetlands and 
Wildlife National Scenic Byway 
connects two of the world’s most 
significant natural wetlands—
Quivira National Wildlife Refuge 
and Cheyenne Bottoms in 
Barton (1), Stafford (2) and Reno (3) 
counties. (p. 377, 295). Currently, many shorebirds are making a 
stop here on their migratory path.  

If you’re taking this route on a 
Sunday, stop in Hudson (2) 

between 11 a.m.-2 p.m. to 
eat at one of the most 
famous buffets in Kansas: 
pan-fried chicken, ham, 
made-from-scratch mashed 
potatoes and gravy, cream 

corn, salads, bread, green beans, dessert. 620.458.4761. (p. 378). 

River Road from Coolidge (4) to Deerfield (5) will take you by 
historic points of interest along the Santa Fe Trail and historic 
irrigation canals. River Road is on the south side of U.S. 50.       
(p. 413, 414, 418, 419). 

Stay at the Trail City Bed & 
B r e a k f a s t a n d c a b i n s i n 
Coolidge to give yourself a treat 
at the west end of River Road. 
(p. 413). 

Chautauqua Hills 
This region (averaging 10 miles in width) is a sliver of sandstone-
capped rolling hills. It coincides with the Cross Timbers 

ecosystem, a patchwork of ancient hardwood forests 
interspersed with prairie grasses.  

Drive and hike to know the region: 

One of the most beautiful drives in this slice of Kansas is from 
Chautauqua to Elgin to Hewins to Cedar Vale, all in Chautauqua 
County (6). It’s a tree-lined and scenery packed, mostly unpaved, 
route. (p. 232). 

Perhaps the best way to immerse yourself in this region is to 
hike the Ancient Trees of the Cross Timbers one-mile trail to see 
the old post and blackjack oaks at Cross Timbers State Park near 
Toronto (7). (p. 287). 

Stop at Lizard Lips Country 
Junction at the intersection of 
U.S. 54 and K-105 (7) for gas, 
grocery staples, deli, or bait.   
(p. 288). 

Cherokee Lowlands   
The rocks in this region are the 
second oldest rocks (323 
million years old) found at the 
surface in Kansas. Layers of 
coal formed from vegetation 
that accumulated in swamps. 

Region back roads: 

Strip Pit Alley Scenic Drive 
takes you from Franklin to 
Mulberry to Arcadia (8) and 
back up to U.S. 69. You’ll pass 
many reclaimed strip pits that 
are now lakes with thriving ecosystems, as well as some former 
coal camps. (p. 245) 

Stop first at Miners Hall Museum 
in Franklin to learn about the 
area’s mining history. (p. 245) 

Start at Big Brutus (9) and learn 
about the mined land lakes and 
wildlife areas. Then head toward 
7545 NW Belleview, southwest 

of Brutus, to see more lakes (p. 240). Keep your eyes open for 
lakes—they are everywhere! 

Feast on some old-recipe 
I t a l i a n f o o d a t J o s i e ’s 
Ristorante in Scammon (9), 
located just a few miles from 
Big Brutus. Open Thursday-
Saturday 5-9 p.m. (p. 239). 
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Flint Hills 

Because there is chert (flint) below the surface, the 
land is better suited for ranching than farming. This 
region in Kansas is now the last sizable remnant of a 
tallgrass prairie that once stretched across a vast 
swath of North America. 

Region back roads: 

**The 48-mile Flint Hills National Scenic Byway (Council 
Grove (10) to Cassoday (11) and the 75-mile Native 
Stone Scenic Byway (Shawnee (12), Wabaunsee (13), Riley (14) and Pottawatomie (15) counties)  
are in this region and they offer a diverse feel of this prairie region. (p. 160 and 192). 

Another option is to take any exit off I-70 in the Geary (16), Riley (14), and Wabaunsee (13) 

county region that ends with “creek,” i.e. Humboldt Creek Road, McDowell Creek Road.    

To sharpen your explorer vision for this region, first visit the Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve in Chase County (17) (p. 226) or the Flint Hills Discovery Center in Manhattan (14)

(p. 181). 

Glaciated Region 

This region was defined by at least two glaciers. 
Rich soils formed from the silt (called loess) and 
red quartzite boulders were left behind.  

*The north-south 63-mile Glacial Hills Scenic 
Byway from Fort Leavenworth (18) through 
Atchison (19) and past White Cloud (20) is a route 
on K-7 that often shows bluffs on one side of the 
road while the Missouri River or cropland are on 
the other. (p. 141) 

An east-west route in this region that proves Kansas is 
not flat is the K-9 route from Whiting (20) to Barnes (22). 
You’ll find lots of explorer-y attractions in the small 
towns on this two-lane paved road including a great 
café in Whiting, a round square in Blue Rapids (23), and 
one-of-the-best antique stores, and a bakery (get the 
bierocks and cinnamon rolls) in Barnes.  

GEO DIVERSITY OF KANSAS - continued from page 2
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Cuspers are explorers who know 

when you’re on the edge, or cusp, of 

two physiographic regions! If you are 

alert, you’ll start to notice the 

differences in soil, topography, and 

vegetation.  

The current state map 2021-2022  

has a physiographic map as an inset 

b u t , i f y o u ’ d l i k e , c o n t a c t 

wendee@kansassampler.org for a 

2003-2004 map that has the 

physiographic regions color coded 

across the entire map! We have a few 

maps left.

ARE YOU A CUSPER?

THANK YOU,  
EXPLORER DAR 

MEMBERS! 
The fo l low ing Exp lo re r C lub 

members are also members of local 

D a u g h t e r s o f t h e A m e r i c a n 

Revolution (DAR) organizations. 

Dating back to 1902, the Kansas 

Daughters started a campaign to 

place red granite boulders across the 

state to mark the Santa Fe Trail route.  

KE #5 Lynda Fort, Mulvane 

KE #821 Gerry Winters, Wichita 

KE #1036 Sally Hatcher, Hastings, NE 

KE #2948 Brenda Dooley, Jewell 

KE #7279 Claudia Noakes, Overland Park 

KE #3438 Carolyn Thompson,                
McCracken

Continued on page 4
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GEO DIVERSITY OF KANSAS - continued from page 3

High Plains  

This region has a higher elevation than the rest of the Great 
Plains, thus the name. Short, drought-tolerant grasses and 
desert-type plants, such as small cacti and yucca, are common in 
this area where topographic relief is largely restricted to streams 
and river valleys.  

Region back roads: 

*The 88-mile Land and Sky Scenic Byway 
takes you from Wallace County (24) into 
Sherman County (25) and through 
Cheyenne County (26) from the highest 
point in the state to the massive Van Gogh 
mural on an easel to the Arikaree Breaks. 

Other great routes 
include the Ancient 
Deposits Scenic Back 
Road (p. 426) in Meade 
County (27), the Stone 
Bridge Tour (p. 432) in 
Ness County (28), the 
Haviland to Belvidere 
Scenic Back Road (p. 420) in Kiowa County (29), and the Ravanna 
Ruins Scenic Back Roads (p. 394) in Finney County (30).  

Like in most regions, almost any road you’ve never traveled can 
be interesting, like the eight-mile dirt road from Clayton to 
Norcatur on W-15 in Norton County (31). 

Osage Cuestas 

Covering much of eastern Kansas south of the Kansas River, the 
prevalent landscape includes relatively flat plains to rolling hills. 
Rocks near the surface dates back to about 300 million years ago. 

Region back roads: 

Motor down the entire 148 miles of the Osage Questas region 
o n U . S . 5 9 f r o m 
Lawrence (32) to the 
O k l a h o m a b o r d e r 
south of Chetopa (33). 
It’s a federal two-lane 
road but take the 
chal lenge to dr ive 
down the main street 
of the 16 towns that 
t he h ighway goes 
through or skirts within a mile. Those towns are Ottawa, 
Princeton, Richmond (34); Garnett, Lone Elm, Kincaid (35); 
Mildred, Moran, Elsmore, Savonburg (36); Stark, Erie (37) and 
Parsons, Altamont, Oswego, Chetopa (33). For those with a 

compulsive nature, U.S. 59 goes north of Lawrence 50 miles in 
the Glacial Hills to Atchison (19) and on into Missouri. 

Ozark Plateau 

Though a part of a much larger region that covers other states, 
this is the smallest region in Kansas and located in southeast 
Cherokee County. The oldest surface rocks in Kansas—
limestone that formed about 345 million years ago—are located 
here. It’s one of the wettest regions in the state.  

Region back roads: 

*There is lots to see on the 13.1 
miles of Kansas Historic Route 
66 Byway located in the 
southeast corner of Cherokee 
County (9). A Marsh Arch 
br idge, the Nelson Old 
Riverton Store, and more 
attractions can be found in 
Galena and Baxter Springs.  

Red Hills 

Also known as the Gypsum Hills, the soil, shale and sandstone 
get their color from iron oxide (rust) which turns bright red when 
exposed to oxygen. Gypsum, a white rock, is found in layers 
within the red beds. 

Region back roads: 

*Travelers can view the 
beautiful hills, buttes, and 
mesas of the Red Hills along 
the 42-mile Red Hills Scenic 
B y w a y a l o n g U . S . 1 6 0 
between Medicine Lodge  
(38) and Coldwater (39).  

The Kansas Guidebook 2 for Explorers also suggests the Search 
for Buffalo Scenic Back Road (p. 291), and the Gyp Hills Scenic 
Back Road (p. 293) in Barber County (38) or the Rugged Red 
Canyons Scenic Back Road (p. 389) in southern Comanche 
County (39).  

Smoky Hills 

The range of hills in this region are composed of three principal 
rock outcrops—the sandstone of the Dakota Formation, the 
Greenhorn Limestone range that include a bed called 
Fencepost limestone, and the westernmost range of thick beds 
of Niobrara Chalk known for fossils and spires of chalk remnants. 

Region back roads: 

*Post Rock Scenic Byway from Wilson (40) to Lucas (41) (p. 60) 
passes Wilson Lake and delivers sweeping vistas of grasslands, 

Continued on page 5
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rock outcroppings, and 
long rows of the post 
rock fences. This route 
features the Greenhorn 
Limestone range.  

*The vast majority of the 80-mile 
Prairie Trail Scenic Byway is in this 
region. Along with Maxwell Wildlife 
Refuge near Canton (42), some stops 
that feature Dakota Sandstone are 
Coronado Heights (43), Mushroom 
Rock State Park (40), Fort Harker (40), 
and trails at Kanopolis State Park (40). 
McPherson, Lindsborg, Marquette (42) 
and Ellsworth (40) are just a few cities 
on this route. 

For 102 miles of the Western Vistas Historic Byway you’ll get an 
eyeful of the Niobrara portion of the Smoky Hill region. 
Geology and history are the features here bookended with the 
Buffalo Bill sculpture in Oakley (42) to Fort Wallace (24) with Little 
Jerusalem Badlands State Park (44), Historic Scott State Lake 
(45), and Monument Rocks (46) in between.  

*WaKeeney and Trego County (47) are the home base for this 
60-mile Smoky Valley Scenic Byway that features the stunning 
ruggedness of the cliffs of Cedar Bluff Reservoir and Castle Rock 
and its Badlands (46). In the right season of the year, the 
wildflowers dot the roadsides with the short grass prairie and 
cropland as the background. The Smoky Hills Trail went through 
this area. 

Shorter routes to enjoy are the Historic Bridges Scenic Back 
Road in Lincoln County (48) (p. 66); the Stone Buffalo Sculpture 
Scenic Back Road in Ottawa County (49) (p. 75) and the White 
Rock Creek Scenic Back Road in Jewell County (50) (p. 63). 

Wellington and McPherson Lowlands  

The McPhe r son 
Valley Wetlands, 
the Arkansas River 
and the Little Ark 
River branch and 
the Ninnescah and 
the Chikaskia rivers 
helped shape this 
region. You’ll find 

sand dunes and fertile cropland in this flattish area. 

Region back roads: 

U.S. 81 (and old U.S. 81) will take you from Caldwell (51) at the 
south end to McPherson (42) in the north. Keep a look out and 
you’ll find Chisholm Trail signage up through Newton (52) telling 
the story of cattle drives from 1866-1887.  

For another challenge, start in McPherson or Caldwell and drive 
straight north or south. Well, you might have to drive one to 
three miles east or west three times. Otherwise, it’s a 100-mile 
north-south trip on backroads and through small towns. 

*These are Kansas Scenic or Historic Byways. Find more 
information at travelks.com/things-to-do/byways-and-
highways/byways/.   

Pass through multiple regions on one trip 

Eight regions: From 
j u s t n o r t h o f 
u n i n c o r p o r a t e d 
C r e s t l i n e i n 
Cherokee County 
(9) to the Colorado 
line just beyond 
Manter in Stanton 
County (53), this 
455 miles of U.S. 
160 takes you across eight physiographic regions. That’s a full day 
drive! 

Six regions: Some of you may want to drive U.S. 56 across six 
physiographic regions and 440 miles from Gardner in Johnson 
County (54) to Elkhart (55) in the most southwest corner of 
Kansas. This route follows the Santa Fe Trail. 

Four regions: An interesting drive in the 
state is K-99 from Chautauqua in 
Chautauqua County (6) at the Oklahoma 
border to Summerfield in Marshall 
County (23) at the Nebraska border. This 
230-mile route will take you through four 
regions. It’s kind of a zig zaggy narrow-
at-times road but you’ll come across 
three soda fountains, many Toto dogs in 

W a m e g o ( 1 5 ) , 
yellow brick roads 
(sidewalks) in Sedan   
(6) and Wamego, 
and to top off your 
trip, you’ll find the 
town of Climax (56)! 

GEO DIVERSITY OF KANSAS - continued from page 4



 

 
RENEWING MEMBERS  
   

          #37 Dennis Garver, Abilene 
    #58 Luann Miller, Concordia 
    #71 Joyce Thierer & Ann Birney, Admire 
    #76 Nick Levendofsky, Fitchburg, WI 
    #83 Paul & Dianne Heinen, Valley Falls 
  #106 Pam & Leon Schneider, Caldwell 
  #109 Royce & Marge Guhr, Independence 
  #134 Mike, Jo, Regina & Anne Dowling, Derby 
  #163 Kathleen McCluskey & Steve Fawcett,  

Lawrence 
  #164 Perry & Krista Smith, Great Bend 
  #201 Otis & Carolyn Meredith, Meade 
  #258 Tom Leising & Karen Fenton, Topeka 
  #263 Judi Selzer, Sharon Springs 
  #268 Gloria J. Moore, Barnes 
  #309 Vicki & Bert Hull, Lawrence 
  #333 Paul & Linda Beckman, McPherson 
  #402 Roberta Plattner, Sabetha 
  #418 Karen & Larry Thompson, Oberlin 
  #431 Roger & Shirley Lemmons, Lawrence 
  #500 Dollie & Bailey Mathes, Harper 
  #580 Lois Bartley, Wamego 
  #683 Mike & Carra Mayberry, Kiowa 
  #705 Debbie & John Divine, Salina 
  #719 Jim & Kathy Richardson, Lindsborg 
  #743 Bud & Myrna Fair, Wichita 
  #752 Bill & Linda Richter, Manhattan 
  #754 Ed & Marla Flentje, Wichita 
  #781 Vicki Gillett, Larned 
  #811 Miles & Jeanie Tade, Wichita 
  #885 Alison Guthrie, Jetmore 
  #981 Melaney, John & Matthew Vogel, 

Dodge City 
  #997 Richard & Roberta Lowrey, Wichita 
#1073 Dustin and Kathy Walker, Lawrence 
#1122 Eunice Polgreen, Junction City 
#1138 Mary Ann Kibbe, Beloit 
#1204 Anne Greitl, Topeka 
#1208 Carol Knoche, Paola 
#1251 Scott Wilson, Silver Lake 
#1441 John Pence, Manhattan 
#1485 Lois Modlin, Scott City 
#1502 Victor J. D. Lipari, Albuquerque, NM 
#1514 Bobbie & Dave Kromm, Manhattan 
#1536 Deborah K. Pomeroy, Topeka 
#1552 Lisa Brumbaugh, Emporia 
#1577 Bill & Debra Brown, Soldier 
#1599 Madlyn & Dale Swenson, Concordia 
#1602 William Small, Hutchinson 
#1617 Rick Friedstrom, Topeka 
#1618 Joan Strickler, Manhattan 
#1671 Connie Gaeddert, Ottawa 
#1698 Phil Esau, Topeka 
#1811 Dale & Beverly Cole, Salina 
#1895 Cynthia Ross, Wichita 

#1898 Martha Nemeth, Topeka 
#1986 C. Bryan Ruth, Scottsdale, AZ 
#2021 Rita Williams, Sharon Springs 
#2035 Bob & Jan Topping, Lawrence 
#2042 Julie Mulvihill, Perry 
#2057 Dr. & Mrs. Duane Miksch, Manhattan 
#2208 Beverly & Gail Roepke, Waterville 
#2357 Terry & Alice Roepke, Waterville 
#2470 Martha Lohmann, Lincoln 
#2606 Jim Schaller, Topeka 
#2629 Virginia Richards, Perry 
#2705 Randy Schmidt, Eudora 
#3028 Shirley & Ken McClintock, Council Grove 
#3074 Judy & Dennis Lilly, Salina 
#3086 Kaila Gustin, Fredonia 
#3089 Fred & Connie Neufeld, Inman 
#3113 Marvin E. & Mary M. Meisinger, Marion 
#3124 Bill & Sharon Yohn, Lenexa 
#3128 Nancy L. Thompson, Overland Park 
#3146 Calvin Karlin, Lawrence 
#3150 Kathleen Stull, Merriam 
#3151 Mike & Sheila Sanders, Prairie Village 
#3310 Aldean Banker, Russell 
#3339 Anne & Rich Bailey, Lawrence 
#3376 Mary & Mike Stephenson, Lansing 
#3401 Beverly Smith, El Dorado 
#3444 Robert & Rita Johnson, Towanda 
#3451 Dorothy Filson, Wichita 
#3473 Charles G. Bredahl, Topeka 
#3566 Bill & Marilyn Bunyan, Manhattan 
#3597 Peter & Gwen Martin, Yates Center 
#3606 Melvin G. Yarnell, Osborne 
#3743 Betsy & Don Hineman, Dighton 
#3807 Reba Erickson, Bonner Springs 
#4075 Janet Bryant, Marion 
#4087 Bob Slater, Lincoln 
#4141 Barbara Anderson, Wichita 
#4159 Jim & Sandi Coast, Cimarron 
#4160 Chuck & Barb Depew, Wamego 
#4329 Meg Perry, Smyrna, GA 
#4392 Keith & Linda Stokes, Lenexa 
#4412 Mary Jane Hurley, Concordia 
#4434 Geneva Persinger, Johnson 
#4484 Ben, Janita, Amanda, Brook & Cayla 

Witty, Wakefield 
#4530 Marlene Salsman, Winfield 
#4549 Carolyn McGinn, Sedgwick 
#4551 Lori & Brad Rognlie, Topeka 
#4624 Rollie & Beth Marolf, Topeka 
#4685 Everett & Marlene Miller, Concordia 
#4784 Rosemary, Rick & Emma Corbett, 

Garden City 
#4803 Retta L. Underwood, Garden City 
#4805 Betty Stevens, Manhattan 
#4885 Brenda, Rod, Sam, Isabel & Amelia 

Holcomb, Overland Park 

#4989 Joan & Steve Heide, Lawrence 
#4997 Janet & Steve Hamous, Wichita 
#5035 Gary & Glennys Doane, Downs 
#5038 Joanne Pridey, Salina 
#5069 Liz Sosa, Garden City 
#5073 Ken & Nina Warren, Gardner 
#5147 Patricia Schumacher, Tampa, FL 
           Gift from: #2014 Lauranell Stewart,  

Wamego 
#5148 Marcia & Tim Rozell, Manhattan 
#5187 John & Suzanne Metzler,  
 Bonner Springs 
#5276 Robert E. May, Overland Park 
#5278 Verna Louise McBee, Cheney 
#5282 Ed & Carol Berger, Hutchinson 
#5326 Lois Markley, Howard 
#5337 CJ Hanson, Muscotah 
#5467 Linda & Chuck Burton, Overland Park 
#5471 Ruth Cathcart-Rake, Salina 
#5507 Rita Kurtz, Larned 
#5539 Pat Barnhardt, Leavenworth 
#5549 Lou and Jim Clennan, El Dorado 
#5563 Mary Alice Wiard, Wichita 
#5587 Linda Morrison, Wichita 
#5592 Janet Krack, Wichita 
#5618 Sarah, Gage, Emily, Bruce & Willa 

Werner, Winfield 
#5668 Mark Goodman, Wetmore 
#5711 Connie Mitchell, Eureka 
#5715 Ronna Stump, Topeka 
#5716 Brenda Staggenborg, Marysville 
#5800 Belinda Schlesener, Molly Milakovich &  
 Bud Southard, Emporia 
#5801 Larry Strecker, Topeka 
#5936 Nanci Shaw, McPherson 
#5951 Luke & Jennifer Mahin, Courtland 
#6005 Jan Cambridge-Lewis, Lindsborg 
#6012 Buck & Pam Lyle, Hutchinson 
#6034 Ann & Chuck Brussow, Abilene 
#6051 Gina Brewer, Topeka 
#6199 Lori Lennen & Tori Guldner, Coolidge 
#6229 Jimmie Germolus, Wichita 
#6235 Dan & JoAnn Johnson, Shawnee 
#6288 Tom Gaughan, Leawood 
#6360 Nancy Parrish, LaHarpe 
#6432 Jayne Pearce, Wallace 
#6456 Jody & Don Macklin, Hutchinson 
#6475 Heather OHara, Lawrence 
#6554 Jon Standing, Lawrence 
#6654 Bryan, Tina, & Hunter Roberts,  
 New Salem 
#6711 John Philbrick, Wichita 
#6840 Rick & Hannah Headrick, Mullinville 
#6841 Jack & Mary Hollowell, Wichita 
#6852 Beth, Randal, Mason & Madison   

Schafers, Wichita 

KANSAS EXPLORERS CLUB MEMBERSHIPS  as of November 3
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Renewers, as always, thanks for being our strong base. Happy road trippin’!



#6864 Heather Braum, Topeka 
#6869 Diane & Bill Glynn, Topeka 
#6875 Mary Lou & Joe McKenzie, Salina 
#6879 Don and Mildred Sherrard, Winfield 
#6911 Melinda Gray, Salina 
#6931 Patricia Cracchiola, McPherson 
#6992 Jerry Carlin, Towanda 
#7014 Stan & Janet Roth, Lawrence 
#7032 Wyatt & Vicki Frohling, Beloit 
#7103 Carissa Smith, Scottsville 
#7108 Jan Pope, Blue Rapids 
#7141 Stephen Larson, Belleville 
#7145 Aron Wiechman, Olathe 
#7146 Fred Dierksen, Dodge City 
#7148 Jim and Carol Geary, Bonner Springs 
#7150 Mike Shepherd, Shawnee 
           Gift from #4392 Keith & Linda Stokes,  

Lenexa 
#7179 Vicki Ross, Mission 
#7183 Mary Sue Winneke, Leavenworth 
#7185 Nancy Taylor, Wichita 

NEW EXPLORER MEMBERS 

(as of November 3) Welcome aboard, new 
Explorers! Good to have more people 
getting out to see the state! 

#7208 Mary Jo & Dan Davis, Winchester 
           Gift from KE #2629 Virginia Richards, Perry 

#7269 Connie Claycamp, Seneca 
#7270 Jamie, Diltz, Sydney, Henry & Charlie 

Lindamood, Eureka 
#7271 Helen Karakoudas Redfern, Rockford, IL 
#7272 Brenda Goolsby, Woodland Park, CO 
           Gift from Paul & Elaine Baker 
#7273 Christopher Wilhelm, Ketchikan, AK 
#7274 Richard Neubauer, Pratt 
           Gift from KE #5578 Bernard Neubauer, 

Grantville 
#7275 Don Deatherage, Salina 
#7276 Joe Berger, Halstead 
           Gift from KE #5282 Ed & Carol Berger, 

Hutchinson 
#7277 Debra Ringler, Hutchinson 
#7278 Duane & Coleen Stevenson, Abilene 
           Gift from KE #4412 Mary Jane Hurley, 

Concordia 
#7279 Claudia S. Noakes, Overland Park 
#7280 Debra McKee, Topeka 
#7281 Marilyn Lewellen, Overland Park 
           Gift from KE #7179 Vicki Ross, Mission 
#7282 Brian & Jill Barnhardt, Lebo 
           Gift from KE #5539 Pat Barnhardt, 

Leavenworth 
#7283 Bethanie Popejoy, Topeka 
           Gift from KE #5715 Ronna Stump, 

Topeka 
#7284 Dawn & Phil Anderson, Manhattan 

KE #1609 Lucille Heller recommends the 
fresh pies at the community-owned cafe 
in Hunter (57). Monday-Saturday 7:30 
a.m.-2 p.m. (pies ready after 10:30 a.m.) 
Cash or check only. Order whole pies 
ahead of time! 

KE #7223 Curtis Carlson recommends 
t h e C o m m e r c i a l S t r e e t D i n e r                  
(614 Commercial) in Emporia (58) for 
their quick service, large portions, and 
homey atmosphere.  

KE #4287 Claire & Warren Willenberg, 
Friends of the Historic Fresh Air Baby 
Camp, helped restore the Historic Fresh 
Air Baby Camp/Girl Scout Little House, 
1221 W. 11th, Wichita (60). 

Beth Hall and Mike Hall are 4th generation  
siblings to operate Gronis Hardware in 
Leavenworth (18). KE #1036 Sally 
Hatcher gets gardening supplies and 
tools and kitchen items there and calls it 
the best little hardware store in Kansas. 

Kansas Explorers Club Membership and Renewal Form & Special Guidebook Price 

Explorers Name __________________________________________ Names for family membership____________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

First-timer _____ ;  Renewal _____ ; Renewers, list your Explorer number (if you know it) ___________________________________ 
  

Phone ________________________________________  E-mail ___________________________________________________________ 
  

Address ____________________________________________ City _______________________________ State _____ Zip __________ 
  

Gift membership to: ______________________________________ Mailing address ________________________________________ 
  

This is a gift from:  _______________________________________________________________________ (Gift card will be enclosed) 
  

Annual dues:  Individual membership $18.61; family $30  (Family membership prior to  #881 is grandfathered in at $18.61) 
  

Check is enclosed  ____ or Credit Card (all cards accepted) #__________________________________________ Exp. date _______ 
  

Name on card ___________________________________________ TOTAL MEMBERSHIP (& book order if applicable) $_________ 
  

Kansas Guidebook 2 for Explorers is $20 (price includes tax & shipping) ________ (# books);  
  

Send to:  Kansas Explorers Club, 978 Arapaho Rd., Inman, KS  67546  OR  join online at explorekansas.org 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
The mission of the Kansas Sampler Foundation is to 
preserve and sustain rural culture. The Kansas 
Explorers Club was designed to help educate the 
public about what there is to see and do in Kansas 
and to create a difference-making audience for rural 
communities. The Kansas Sampler Foundation also 
puts grassroots efforts into place to help sustain 
rural communities. 

The Explorer #139 
c/o Kansas Sampler Foundation 
978 Arapaho Rd., Inman, KS  67546 

Return Service Requested 

Use a credit card to renew or  

join online at explorekansas.org 

IF IT’S TIME TO RENEW THERE WILL BE A NOTICE ABOVE  

YOUR NAME ON THE ADDRESS LABEL AND AN INSERT 

Non-profit organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 24 

Inman, KS  67546

FIND THE COUNTIES HERE

Non-scientific studies show that gifts made in your home area 
or state, or items purchased from independently-owned stores 
are not only more meaningful to receive but the money spent 
supports the local economy. Here are some places to look: 

• Gift shops in local museums, art galleries or attractions. 

• Independently-owned grocery stores. 

• Independently-owned bookstores. 

• Find more than 100 Kansas products that you can buy online   
as listed on the Kansas Sampler Foundation Holiday Shopping 
List. Find it on kansassampler.org 

HOLIDAY SHOPPING 
CHOICES MATTER! 

BIG KANSAS ROAD TRIP 
bigkansasroadtrip.com 

May 5-8, 2022 
Adventure ala carte to take place in Bourbon (59),  

Cherokee (9) and Crawford (8) counties in southeast Kansas

SAVE THE DATE

http://bigkansasroadtrip.com/

