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Provide the following items and documents with a completed permit application. 
 

1. Owner – Builder form, if applicable. 
 

2. 2 plot plans on 8 ½” X 11” showing: 
a. Proposed location of project. 
b. Setback dimension of post and overhang to property lines. 
c. Dimensions of trellis/patio cover. 

 
3. Provide project address and wet signature of person responsible for design on all plan 

sheets. 
 

4. Provide grade, species, and size of all wood framing members. 
 

5. Provide foundation details showing: 
a. Size of footing and connection of post to footing. 
b. If post will be placed into earth, provide 6” of gravel at post base. The post must 

be pressure treated wood. 

c. Non pressure treated posts must be supported by pier or metal pedestal at least 1” 
above slab. 

 
6. The minimum height of beams above slab shall be 6’-8”. 

 

7. Show and specify on plans all connections including header to post, header to rafters, 
rafters to ledger, ledger to house. 

 
8. Rafters shall be supported laterally at ends and at each support by solid blocking except 

where the ends of rafters are face nailed to a header or rim joist. 
 

9. Show and specify the spacing and spans of rafters. 
 

10. Show method of providing lateral bracing; i.e. embedded post, knee braces or other 
approved method. 
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Purpose 

The sample illustrations show how an attached 
unenclosed patio structure may be built using 
conventional light wood-frame construction 
guidelines. The conventional method allows 
“repetitive” members in the designs of walls, floors 
and ceiling; they are prescriptive and do not 

ordinarily require a structural design to comply with 
the code. For information regarding plan submittals 
and specific design limitations for residential patio 
covers refer to handout on “Plan Submittal for 
Detached and Attached Accessory Structures”. 

 

Patio Cover Limitations 

The following patio cover illustrations are only 
applicable in residential dwellings classified as R-3 
Occupancies. Patio covers are not designed or 
intended to be used as room additions which 
require compliance with code provisions such as 
heating, waterproofing, and normal live and wind 
loads. Furthermore, patio covers cannot always be 
converted to complying room additions. 

(Rear Property Line) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(N) Attached 
Patio Cover 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Smith 
Ph: (209) 123-4567 
135 Lincoln Ave. 
Galt, CA  
A.P.N. 150-1000-001 
New 12’x18’ Patio Cover 

 
 
 

Lincoln Ave. 

 
 

NORTH 
 

SITE PLAN 
SCALE: 1” = 20’-0” 
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18’-0” 5’-0” Min. 

Family Room 

(E) DWELLING 

(E) GARAGE Entry 

(Front Property Line) 

Residential Attached 

Patio Cover Illustration 

(Example only) 
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