
 
 Success Center Guidelines for 
   APA Style Citations 

For additional examples of APA citations, see an English Specialist at the Success Center to check out the APA Publication 
Manual or visit the American Psychological Association website:  http://www.apa.org and review the links 
for answers to frequently asked questions (FAQ). 

 

Type Parenthetical Citation References 
BOOKS General format: 

(Author Last Name, Year) 
(Author Last Name, Year, 
p. #). [for direct quotes] 

General format: 
Author’s Last name, First initial.  Second initial, (Year). Book title: 

Subtitle. Place of Publication: Publisher. 

ONE AUTHOR (Brookfield, 2001, p. 26). Brookfield, H. (2001). Exploring agrodiversity. New York, NY: Columbia 
University Press. 

TWO AUTHORS (Siegel & Halio, 2010, p. 
34). 

Siegel, B., & Halio, J. (2010). Playful and serious: Philip Roth as a comic 
writer. Newark, NJ: University of Delaware Press. 

THREE OR MORE 
AUTHORS (UP TO SEVEN) 
 
Note the different 
requirements for the in-
text citation and the 
reference page. See the 
APA manual for more info. 

In-text citation: 3-5 
author’s, cite all authors’ 
last names the first time; 
thereafter use (Croteau 
et al., 2011, p. 57). 
More than 5 authors: 
(Last name et al., year, 
p.#).  

Croteau, D., Hoynes, W. & Milan, S. (2011). Media/Society:  Industries, 
images, and audiences. (4th ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage. 

 
(On the reference page, list all authors up to seven. For more than 
seven authors, list the first six names followed by a comma, three 
ellipsis dots, and the last author’s name.) 

BOOK BY AN EDITOR (Lifton, 1998). Lifton, K. (Ed.). (1998). The greening of sovereignty in world politics. 
Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 

ARTICLE OR CHAPTER IN 
AN EDITED BOOK OR 
ANTHOLOGY  

(Wilmer, 1998, p. 55). Wilmer, F. (1998). Taking indigenous critiques seriously: The enemy 
‘r’us. In K. Lifton (Ed.), The greening of sovereignty in world 
politics (pp. 55-60). Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 

CORPORATE AUTHOR OR 
ORGANIZATION AS 
AUTHOR 

(Advanced First Aid, 
2007).  

American Red Cross. (2007). Advanced first aid and emergency care.  
New York: Doubleday. 

ONE VOLUME OF A 
MULTIVOLUME WORK 

(Handl, 1990). Handl, G. (1990). The Mesoamerican biodiversity legal project, In 
Yearbook of international environmental law (Vol. 4). London: 
Graham & Trotman. 

ELECTRONIC VERSION OF 
A PRINTED BOOK 

(Shotton, 1989). Shotton, M.A. (1989). Computer addiction? A Study of computer 
dependency [DX Reader version]. Retrieved from 
http://www.ebookstore.tandf.co.uk/htm/index.asp 

BOOK PUBLISHED ONLY 
ELECTRONICALLY 

(O’Keefe, n.d.). 
Note: n.d. means no date 

O’Keefe, E. (n.d.) Egosim & the crisis in Western values.  Retrieved 
from http://www.onlineoriginals.com/showitem.asp?itemID=135 

ARTICLE IN A REFERENCE 
BOOK 

No parenthetical citation; 
mention source in the 
body of the paper. 

Heuristic.  (n.d.) In Merriam-Webster’s online dictionary (11th ed.).  
Retrieved from http://www.m-w.com/dictionary/heuristic 

Sources: 
American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association. (6th ed.). Washington, D.C.: American 

Psychological Association. 

Ballenger, B. (2009). The curious researcher. (6th ed.). New York, NY: Longman. 

Raimes, A. & Miller-Cochran, S.K. (2014). Keys for writers. (7th ed.).  Boston, MA:  Cengage.  



Type Parenthetical Citation References 
PERIODICALS  
(PRINT VERSION) 

General format:  
(Author Last Name, Year) 
(Author Last Name, Year, 
p. #). [for direct quotes] 

General format:   
Author’s Last name, First initial.  Second initial, (Year). Article title: 

Subtitle. Journal Title, Volume (issue), page range. 

JOURNAL PAGINATED BY 
ISSUE 

(Light &Light, 2008, pp. 
73-75). 

Light, M.A., & Light I. H. (2008). The geographic expansion of Mexican 
immigration in the United States and its implications for local law 
enforcement. Law Enforcement Executive Forum Journal, 8(1), 73-
82. 

MAGAZINE ARTICLE (Chamberlin, Novotney, 
Packard & Price, 2008, p. 
28).  

Chamberlin, J., Novotney, A., Packard, E. & Price, M. (2008, May).  
Enhancing worker well-being:  Occupational health psychologists 
convene to share their research on work, stress, and health.  
Monitor on Psychology, 39(5), 26-29. 

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE (Schwartz, 1993, p. A4). Schwartz, J. (1993, September 30).  Obesity affects economic, social 
status.  The Washington Post, pp. A1, A4. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR (Smith, 2003, p. B6). Smith, J. (Ed.). (2003, February 3).  Ingredients of an inquiry. [Letter to 
the editor].  St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Five star ed., p. B6. 

PUBLISHED INTERVIEW (Cotton, 1982, p. 25). Cotton, P. (1982, April). [Interview with Jake Tule, psychic]. Chronicles 
Magazine, pp. 24-28. 

PERIODICALS 
(ONLINE VERSION) 

General format:  
(Author Last Name, Year) 
(Author Last Name, Year, 
p. #). [for direct quotes] 

Author’s Last name, First initial.  Second initial, (Year). Article title: 
Subtitle. Journal Title, Volume (issue), page range. 
doi:xx.xxxxxxxxx OR Retrieved from URL of periodical home page 
[if available]. 

ONLINE JOURNAL ARTICLE 
WITH A DOI (DIGITAL 
OBJECT IDENTIFIER) 

(Ray, Wilhelm & Gross, 
2008, p. 140). 

Ray, R., Wilhelm, F., & Gross, J. (2008). All in the mind’s eye?  Anger 
rumination and reappraisal.  Journal of Personality and Social 
Psychology, 94 (1), 133-145. doi: 10.1037/0022-3514.94.1.133 

ONLINE  JOURNAL 
ARTICLE WITHOUT A DOI 

(Sillick & Schutte, 2006, 
pp.42-45). 

Sillick, T.J., & Schutte, N.S. (2006). Emotional intelligence and self-
esteem mediate between perceived early parental love and adult 
happiness. E-Journal of Applied Psychology, 2(2), 38-48.  
Retrieved from http://ojs.lib.swin.edu.au/index.php/ejap 

JOURNAL ARTICLE FROM 
A LIBRARY DATABASE  

(Gore, 1916, p. 355). Gore, W.C. (1916). Memory, concept, judgment, logic (theory). 
Psychological Bulletin, 13(9), 355-358.  Retrieved from 
PsycARTICLES database. 

ARTICLE IN AN ONLINE 
MAGAZINE 

(Clay, 2008). Clay, R. (2008, June). Science vs. ideology:  Psychologists fight back 
about the misuse of research. Monitor on Psychology, 39(6).  
Retrieved from http://www.apa.org/monitor 

ARTICLE IN AN ONLINE 
NEWSPAPER 

(Brody, 2007). Brody, J.E. (2007, December 11). Mental reserves keep brain agile.  
The New York Times.  Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com 

GOVERNMENT 
PUBLICATIONS 

General format:  
(Agency, Year) (Agency, 
Year, p. #). [for direct 
quotes] 

General format: 
Author. Name of Government Agency. (Year of Publication). Title of 

the work. Report number (* if known) Retrieved from and URL 
(*Note:  Use City of Publication: Publisher for U.S. Government 
Printing Office reports or  reports without numbers) 

GOVERNMENT REPORT, 
CORPORATE AUTHOR 

(National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood Institute 
[NHLBI], 2003). 
Thereafter use (NHLBI, 
2003). 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, National Institutes of 
Health, National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute. (2003). 
Managing asthma: A guide for schools (NIH Publication NO. 02-
2650).  Retrieved from http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/prof/ 

        lung/asthma/asth_sch.pdf 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
(BOTH PRINT AND ONLINE) 

Cite within the sentence 
the same information 
used on the reference pg. 

H. Res. 2408, 180th Cong., 150 Cong. Rec. 1331-1332 (2004) (enacted). 
[Resolution/ legislation number, congress number, Congressional 
Record volume number, page number, year, (enacted)] 



Type Parenthetical Citation References 
WEB SITES AND 
OTHER ONLINE 
SOURCES 

General format: 
(Author Last Name, OR 
Title, Year) (Author Last 
Name, OR Title, Year, p. # 
OR para. #). [for direct 
quotes] 

General format (include available elements):   
Author (if known), corporate author or screen name.  Last updated (if 

not known, put n.d.) Title of specific document.  Retrieved, 
retrieval date, from URL. 

**When citing an entire Web site, give the address of the site in the 
text only. 

WEB PAGE  
(NO AUTHOR) 

(New child, 2001, para. 
3). 

New child vaccine gets finding boost. (2001). Retrieved March 21, 
2001, from http://www.apa.org/pi/wpo/sexualization.html 

ARTICLE ON WEB SITE (Lopez, n.d.). Lopez, M., (n.d.). Intellectual development of toddlers.  National 
Network for Childcare. Retrieved June 30, 2008, from 
http://www.ncc.org/Child.Dev/intel.dev.todd.html 

WIKI ARTICLE (Demographic transition, 
2007). 

Demographic transition. (2007, October 8).  Retrieved March 3, 2008, 
from Citizendium: http://en.citizendium.org/wiki/Demographic_   

          transition 
BLOG POST (Shen, 2008). Shen, H. (2008, June 4). Does your password meet the test? [Web log 

post] Retrieved from http://googleblog.blogspot.com/2008/06/   
          does-your-password-pass-test.html 

BLOG COMMENT (MiddleKid, 2007). MiddleKid. (2007, January 22). Re: The unfortunate prerequisites and 
consequences of partitioning your mind [Web log comment]. 
Retrieved from http://scienceblogs.com/ pharyngula/2007/01/ 

          the_unfortunate_prerequisites.php 
E-MAIL, INTERVIEWS 
PERSONALLY CONDUCTED 

Hayden Doe (personal 
communication, January 
4, 2011). 

NOT CITED ON THE REFERENCE PAGE 

MESSAGE POSTED TO 
ONLINE FORUM OR 
DISCUSSION GROUP 

(Jones, 2001). Jones, D. (2001, February 3).  California solar power [Msg.1]. Message 
posted to sci.space.policy, archived at http://yarchive.net/space/ 
politics/california_power.html 

NON-PRINT SOURCES  Formats vary; See the APA Handbook for more details. 
MP3 (Hansard & Irglova, 

2006). 
Hansard, G. & Irglova, M. (2006). Falling slowly. On The swell season 

[MP3]. Chicago:  Overcoat Recordings. 
FILM (DVD, VHS*) 
*Be sure to use the name 
of the medium inside 
brackets:  [DVD] [VHS] 

(Canning, Sherman, & 
Unwin, 2010).  When 
emphasizing the director, 
use (Hooper, 2010). 

Canning, I., Sherman, E. & Unwin, G. (Producers). Seidler, D. (Writer) 
& Hooper, T. (Director). (2010). The King’s Speech [Motion 
Picture]. UK: UK Film Council: Weinstein Co. 

ONLINE VIDEO CLIP (Shimabukuro, 2008). Shimabukuro, Jake. 2008. Ukele weeps by Jake Shimabukuro [online 
video clip].  Video posted to http://www.youtube.com/results? 
search_query=ukulele+weeps+by+jake+shimabukuro&aq=1sx&o
q=ukele+weeps 

AUDIO PODCAST (RADIO 
BROADCAST) 

(Van Nuys, 2007). Van Nuys, D. (Producer). (2007, December 19). Shrink rap radio [Audio 
podcast]. Retrieved from http://www.shrinkrapradio.com 

MAP OR CHART Give source information 
with a caption under the 
chart or map 

Lewis County Geographic Information Services (Cartographer). (2002). 
Population density, 2000 U.S. Census [Demographic map]. 
Retrieved from http://www.co.lewis.wa.us/publicworks/maps/ 

          Demographics/census-pop-dens-_2000.pdf 
IMAGE, PHOTOGRAPH, 
WORK OF ART 

(Smith, 1950). Smith, W.E. (1950). Guardia civil, Spain [photograph] Minneapolis:  
Minneapolis Institute of Arts. 

TELEVISION SERIES (Burns, Simon & Johnson, 
2002). 

Burns, E., Simon, D. (Writers) & Johnson C., (Director). 2002. The 
target [Television series episode]. In D. Simon & N.K. Noble 
(Producers), The wire. New York:  HBO. 

LECTURE, SPEECH, 
ADDRESS 

(Cicerone, 2007). Cicerone, R. (2007, September 22). Climate change in the U.S. Lecture 
given at Johns Hopkins University. Baltimore, MD. 

 

 

 



General Guidelines for In-Text Citations 

 
• Each documentation style in writing has developed for a reason, and each style emphasizes something.  In 

the case of APA, the author and date is emphasized.  Both the author and the date should be mentioned in 
the text of the sentence with a signal phrase.  
 
O’Neil and Klein (2008) conducted a recent study . . . .  

 
• Writers may also use a parenthetical citation at the end of the sentence to document sources. 

A recent study focused on  . . . (O’Neil & Klein, 2008). 
 

• A page number is included with direct quotations at the end of the sentence.  
O’Neil and Klein (2008) discovered that “leadership is often a major factor in group dynamics” (p. 220). 

  
• If a writer decides not to name the author in the text, enclose in parentheses the author, year, and page 

separated by commas. 
Researchers discovered that “leadership is often a major factor in group dynamics” (O’Neil & Klein, 2008, p. 
220).The signal verb uses the past tense when referring to research that has already been conducted. 
 

• APA advises using primary sources whenever possible; however, when referencing a source that was quoted 
in a source you found, name the original speaker or author(s) you are quoting in a signal phrase within the 
text of the paper.  At the end of the sentence, place the following inside parentheses:  (as cited in and the 
author(s) of the book or article you found, the year, and the page number). 
Sanders described the effects of sleep disorders on worker productivity as “a phenomena costing employers 
nearly twenty billion dollars in 2013” (as cited in Sacks, 2010, p. 62). 

Note: bibliographical information for Sacks will appear on the reference page; Sanders will not. 
 

• Use active voice, not passive voice verbs. 
Preferred: Sanchez (2010) presented similar results. 
Nonpreferred: Similar results were conducted by Sanchez (2010).  
  

• If no author is available, a shortened form of the title may be substituted in the citation.  If an organization is 
listed as the author, use that name, spelling it out the first time and abbreviating in subsequent citations:  
(American Psychological Association [APA], 2001) then (APA, 2001). 
 

• Use whatever is listed first on the reference page for the citation. 
 

 
 

For more information about the layout of an APA style paper, see the “APA Documentation Style” and the 
“APA Formatting” handouts.  For more examples on how to place quotations in your papers, see the 
handout “Integrating Quotations in Essays and Research Papers.” 
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