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MUSIC RESPONDING
Tips and Suggestions
 
 • In order to share their thoughts with others, stu- 
    dents need a basic vocabulary and understanding  
    of concepts. Before guiding students through the  
    responding process, explore with them what mu- 
    sic is and its basic elements: rhythm, tempo, melody,  
    harmony, form, timbre, and dynamics. Use these  
    terms with students as they are creating, perform-     
    ing, and responding to music so that this language  
    becomes a natural part of their linguistic repertoire.

 • Discuss the various purposes of music—artistic  
    expression, ceremonial use, and to support recre- 
    ational activities such as folk dancing. Help students  
    understand that these are not all-or-none classif- 
    ications. Expression is always a purpose of the arts  
    but works may be created or performed in contexts  
    that take them beyond artistic expression alone. For  
    example, church or worship music has a ceremonial  
    purpose but can still be very expressive. The set- 
    ting of a performance can reflect differences in  
    purpose. Mussorgsky’s “Night on Bald Mountain”  
    can be performed in a concert hall for purely artistic  
    expression—or performed by the pep band at a  
    basketball game to create enthusiasm at a recre- 
    ational event. Aaron Copland’s famous “Hoedown”  
    from his ballet Rodeo is square dance music  
    performed as part of a ballet.

 • Give students plenty of opportunities to experience,  
    discuss, and write about music. This will help them  
    become more fluent with the responding process.

 • Discuss audience etiquette and how it varies for  
    different kinds of musical performances. For  
    example, at a live jazz performance it is proper to   
    applaud in the middle of a performance to acknowl- 
    edge a jazz soloist, but that is not proper at a sym- 
    phony orchestra performance. 

 • Begin by focusing on specific aspects of a piece or  
    performance. A focus for listening may be as simple  
    as identifying the musical instruments in a selection  
    or recognizing a musical form.

 

 • Help students understand social, historical, and  
    cultural contexts of musical pieces. Prior to the  
    listening experience, provide background to help  
    students make connections between what they hear  
    and the context of the music.

 • Have students practice the responding process with  
    a variety of recorded performances, live perfor- 
    mances, performances by peers, and their own  
    performances.

 • Questions in these responding guides can be used  
    with all grade levels. Use them to guide class  
    discussions or have students use them as they  
    listen to make notes of what they hear. The ques- 
    tions should be modified to match their develop- 
    mental and knowledge levels. For younger students  
    simplify the language by using words that are com- 
    monly part of their vocabulary. You do not have to  
    use every question or every section; choose what  
    to use based on your students’ current level of un- 
    derstanding. Begin with first impressions and identi- 
    fying/describing, then progress to analyzing, inter- 
    preting, and evaluating as your students’ experience  
    and knowledge grow.
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MUSIC RESPONDING GUIDES

Responding Guide #1: First Impressions

Describe the kind of musical performance you experienced. Where did the performance take place? Was 
it a performance of vocal music, instrumental music, or both?

How many performers and instruments were used? What type of ensemble or musical group do you 
think this was (e.g., trio, quartet, orchestra, band, etc.)?

Was there more than one musical selection? If so, what variety of music did you hear?

What were your first impressions of the music? How did the music make you feel?

Was the performance setting appropriate? Why or why not? 

Name: 

Performance: 
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What part of the music stands out in your mind the most? Why?

What do you think was the best part of the music? Why?

What do you think was the low point of the music? Why?

Were there any parts of the music that you consider to be unique? Describe them.

How did the audience respond? Why do you think they responded in that way?

What was your overall impression of the music and performance? What adjectives would you use to 
describe it?
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Responding Guide #2: Identify and Describe

Choose one or more music elements (rhythm, tempo, melody, harmony, form, timbre, dynamics) and 
describe how that element is used in the music you heard.

Identify the types of instruments and/or voices used. What families do the instruments belong to? What 
voice parts did you hear?

Did the performance include music from a special culture or cultures? What culture(s)?

What purpose do you think the composer had in mind in creating the music?

Name: 

Performance: 



KET MUSIC: Responding to Music • 5

Describe the artistic skill level of the performers.

If more than one art form was part of the performance, describe how each art form was used in the per-
formance.
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Responding Guide #3: Analyze

What style of music is in this performance? How do you know? Explain what characteristics of the music 
reflect this style.

Choose one or more music elements (rhythm, tempo, melody, form, timbre, dynamics) and describe how 
the composer used it or them to communicate specific meaning.

Explain how timbre (the distinctive sounds of instruments and/or voices) is used to communicate mean-
ing in the work or in a selection from the performance.

Choose one or more of the musical selections in the performance and describe characteristics in the mu-
sic that connect it to a specific culture.

Name: 

Performance: 
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Select one or more musical works from the performance and describe the purpose or purposes that the 
composer had in mind in creating this music. Explain how the original purpose of the music could be 
different from the purpose in the performance setting.

Considering all of the musical selections in this performance, what levels of performance skills are need-
ed by the musician or musicians to effectively and expressively perform the music?

If more than one art form is part of the performance, did they communicate a common message? Ex-
plain.
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Responding Guide #4: Interpret

Choose a musical style from the performance. What idea or theme is portrayed by this style in this  
performance?

Was there an effective connection made between the music and society, culture, or history? Why or why 
not?

Was there an overall theme to the performance? If so, what was it and how was it conveyed?

Did the setting in which the performance took place contribute to or detract from the overall impact of 
the performance? Explain.

If more than one art form was part of the performance, describe a common message that the art forms 
portrayed and explain how they worked together to communicate the common meaning.

Name: 

Performance: 
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Responding Guide #5: Evaluate

Were the elements of music (rhythm, tempo, melody, harmony, form, timbre, dynamics) used effectively 
to communicate ideas, thoughts, or emotions? Explain.

Did you feel that the performance exhibited meaning and/or purpose? Why or why not?

Was the skill of the musician or musicians sufficient to provide an expressive and quality performance? 
Explain.

Did the performance have an emotional impact on the audience? Why or why not?

Did the performance provide variety and interest to the audience? Why or why not?

Name: 

Performance: 
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Did the performance exhibit creativity or originality in the music itself or on the part of the performers? 
Explain.

Did the performance setting (location) have a positive or negative impact on the performance? If so, 
how?

If more than one art form was part of the performance, were they effective in communicating a common 
message? Explain.

What did you like about the performance? Why?

What didn’t you like about the performance? Why?

Give any suggestions you have that could help improve the performance.


