
Topping 

Of Mic e  a nd Me n Idio ms  
 

An idiom is a traditional way of saying something. Often an idiom, such as “under the weather,” does not 
seem to make sense if taken literally. Someone unfamiliar with English would probably not understand that 
to be “under the weather” is to be sick.  Idioms are often a product of place and time, and since you weren’t 
around in 1930’s central California, this list will be helpful to you in decoding Of Mice and Men. 
 
Cha pte r One   

• blow the ir  s take : Los e  and/or  s pe nd all the ir  mone y 
• blowin' in our  jack: los ing, s pe nding, or  gambling away all our  mone y 
• bus tin' a  gut: Your  gut is  your  s tomach are a. T o bus t a  gut is  to e ngage  in ve ry hard 

phys ical labor  - -  s o hard that you ache  all ove r  - -  e ve n in your  gut. 
• in hot wate r : to be  in hot wate r  is  to be  in trouble . 
• jungle - up: Dur ing the  Gre at De pre s s ion, many wande re rs  (hoboe s  and tramps ) 

would s e ttle  for  the  night in groups . T he s e  are as  would be  known as  hobo jungle s . 
T o jungle - up is  to camp out for  the  e ve ning in the  company of othe r  like  
companions  of the  road. 

• live  off the  fatta  the  lan': Live  off the  fat of the  land. T he  fat of the  land is  an 
e xpre s s ion that re fe rs  to having the  be s t of e ve rything. In the  cas e  of Le nnie  and 
Ge orge  and the ir  dre am for  a  place  of the ir  own, it  a ls o me ans  that the y be lie ve  the y 
will be  able  to s urvive  and pros pe r  by s imply re lying on what the y can grow and 
rais e  - -  that the  land is  s o "fat" the y will ne e d nothing e ls e  to be  happy. 

 
Cha pte r T w o   

• bum s te e r : bum, in this  ins tance , me ans  fals e  or  e r rone ous . A bum s te e r  is  fals e  
information or  dire ctions . 

• canne d: fire d (als o “ge t the  can”) 
• cle ar  out: le ave  for  good 
• done  quite  a  bit in the  r ing: T he  r ing he re  re fe rs  to a  boxing r ing. Candy is  making a  

re fe re nce  to the  fact that Cur le y has  done  s ome  boxing. 
• Drink he ar ty: in othe r  words , "Drink up, dr ink we ll, have  a  good time !" 
• flappe r : mouth 
• game : courage ous  
• gang up: attack as  a  group 
• got the  e ye : Candy is  re fe r r ing to the  fact that, ins te ad of be ing faithful to he r  

hus band, Cur le y's  wife  te nds  to look around at othe r  me n. 
• in he at: For  a  fe male  animal (in this  cas e , a  dog), to be  in he at (als o known as  

e s trus ) is  to be  in a  s tate  of s e xual e xcite me nt whe n s he  will acce pt mating from a 
male . 

• ja il bait: a  gir l be low the  le gal age  of cons e nt for  s e x; an unde rage  gir l who te mpts  a  
man to s e xual intimacy which is  punis hable  by impr is onme nt 

• licke d: be at; los e s  the  fight 
• old lady: mothe r , or , in this  cas e , Le nnie 's  Aunt Clara. 
• old man: in this  cas e , fathe r  
• pants  is  full of ants : T o have  "ants  in one 's  pants " is  to be  ne rvous  and re s tle s s . 



Topping 

• pants  rabbits : any type  of paras ite s , s uch as  lice ; e s pe cially thos e  that might affe ct 
the  ge nital are a 

• picking s craps : A s crap is  a  fight or  argume nt. T o pick a  s crap is  to provoke  fights  
or  quarre ls . 

• plug hims e lf up for  a  fighte r : to "plug one s e lf up" is  to adve r tis e  or  dis play one s e lf; 
to boas t. Ge orge  is  re fe r r ing to the  fact that Cur le y may want to prove  what a  good 
fighte r  he  is  by going afte r  Le nnie . 

• pois on: A woman who is  pois on is  one  who can only me an trouble , e s pe cially to a  
man. 

• poke : A poke  is  a  walle t or  purs e . Poke  als o re fe rs  to mone y; e s pe cially all the  
mone y one  has . 

• pokin' your  big e ars  into our  bus ine s s : e ave s dropping; lis te ning in, uninvite d, on a  
pr ivate  conve rs ation 

• poop: e ne rgy; de s ire  
• ras s e l: lift , car ry, and handle ; e s pe cially s ome thing he avy and awkward 
• rattrap: a  rattrap is  a  hope le s s  s ituation; one  that no good can come  from. Ge orge  is  

warning Le nnie  to s tay away from Cur le y's  wife  be caus e  ge tting involve d with he r  
would only re s ult in a  bad s ituation. 

• s crappy: aggre s s ive ; fond of fighting and arguing 
• s hove  off: le ave  
• s hove  out of he re : ge t out of he re  
• s lang he r  pups : gave  bir th to he r  pups  
• s ore  as  he ll: e xtre me ly angry 
• take  the  rap: take  the  blame ; be  the  one  who ge ts  into trouble  
• tangle s : fights ; argue s  
• two bits : a  quar te r ; twe nty- five  ce nts  
• what s take  you got in this  guy: In this  cas e , a  s take  is  an inte re s t (financial, 

pe rs onal, e tc .) in a  pe rs on or  thing. T he  bos s  is  as king Ge orge  what inte re s t he  has  
in Le nnie . 

• what the  he ll's  he  got on his  s houlde r : T his  re fe rs  to the  e xpre s s ion "to have  a  chip 
on one 's  s houlde r ," which is  us e d to de s cr ibe  s ome one  who is  bad te mpe re d, e as ily 
ange re d, or  always  re ady for  a  fight. Ge orge  is  wonde r ing why Cur le y s e e ms  s o bad 
te mpe re d. 

 
Cha pte r T hre e  

• bucks : dollars  
• crack: A crack re fe rs  to an atte mpt or  a  try. In this  ins tance , a  crack me ans  one  

s e s s ion of s e xual inte rcours e  with a  pros titute . 
• cut off his  wind: wind, in this  cas e , re fe rs  to bre ath or  the  ability to bre athe . Whe n 

s ome one  is  hit in the  s tomach and has  his  wind cut off, that pe rs on my have  trouble  
bre athing for  a  time . 

• fla t bus t: comple te ly broke ; without any mone y 
• flop: s e xual inte rcours e  with a  pros titute  
• goo- goos : s illy young me n; idiots ; pe rhaps  thos e  who are  a  little  love s truck 
• hoos e gow: jail 



Topping 

• looloo: a  s e xy woman 
• make  it s tick: T o make  s ome thing s tick is  to be  s ucce s s ful. Cur le y was  not 

s ucce s s ful in his  atte mpt to s care  or  intimidate  Slim. 
• old lady: in this  cas e , wife  
• on the  county: on we lfare ; on public  re lie f 
• pe ople : family 
• punk: an ins ignificant pe rs on; s ome one  of no impor tance  
• rabbits  in: jumps  in 
• roll up a  s take : s ave  up s ome  mone y 
• s cram: le ave , us ually in a  hurry 
• s e t on the  tr igge r : Some one  s e t on the  tr igge r  is  on the  ve rge  of caus ing (jus t about 

to caus e ) trouble . 
• s e t you back: cos t 
• s hot: one  dr ink (an ounce ) of liquor  
• s tar t a  par ty out to lynch: T o lynch is  to murde r  s ome one , us ually by hanging, 

without following a le gal proce dure . A lynch par ty is  a  mob of pe ople  who take  the  
law in the ir  own hands  and are  de te rmine d to ille gally kill s ome one . According to 
Ge orge , s ome  me n in the  town of We e d wante d to capture  Le nnie  and kill him. 

• throw a litte r : give  bir th. A litte r  is  the  young of an animal that we re  born at the  
s ame  time . 

• throw a s care : s care , intimidate  
• we lte r : a  we lte rwe ight; a  boxe r  who we ighs  136 to 147 pounds  
• wing- ding: a  te r r ific  pe rs on; s ome one  to be  admire d 
• ye lla- jacke ts  in his  drawe rs : Ye llow- jacke ts  are  a  form of was ps  (s e e  a  picture  of 

s ome  was ps ). Drawe rs , in this  cas e , are  unde rwe ar . Whit 's  de s cr iption of Cur le y is  a  
lot like  s aying that he  has  ants  in his  pants ; that is , that he  is  re s tle s s  and ne rvous . 

• ye lla: ye llow; a  coward 
 
 Cha pte r Fo ur 

• balone y: nons e ns e  
• booby hatch: ins ane  as ylum; a  place  de s igne d to hous e  pe ople  who are  me ntally 

uns table  
• corn: whis ke y made  from corn 
• cove r  'im up: prote ct him; make  e xcus e s  for  him; cove r  up for  him 
• dope d out: figure d out 
• old lady: in this  cas e , the  mothe r  dog 
• put me  in pitche rs : put me  in picture s ; gotte n me  a job as  an actre s s  in the  movie s  

(motion picture s ) 
• r ight cros s : in boxing, a  punch de live re d by the  boxe r 's  r ight fis t 
• s cre wy: crazy 
• s e llin' me : trying to make  me  be lie ve  
• s e t: s it; s it  down 
• s trung up on a tre e : hange d, lynche d 
• take  you out in a  box: in this  cas e , the  box is  a  coffin. Crooks  is  te lling Candy that 

the  old man will re main whe re  he  is  until he  die s . 
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• took a  powde r : le ft 
• we nt with s hows : be e n an e nte r taine r  on the  s tage . 

 
Cha pte r F iv e  

• we 'd ne ve r  do he r : "he r ," in this  cas e , re fe rs  to the ir  plan to own a farm. Ge orge  is  
s aying that he  thinks  the y all kne w the y would ne ve r  re ally accomplis h the ir  dre am 
of living on the ir  own place . 

 
 


