RENEWAL OF VOWS - POEMS AND READINGS

You do not have to include readings in your ceremony; however they do make
it more individual and personal. The following are a few examples you could
have, but you will find many more on the internet. If you do wish to include
readings, please indicate on the booking form in the comments box what they
are and attach copies when you return the form. The poems and readings
must have no religious content.

Marriage Joins Two People

Marriage offers opportunities for sharing growth

that no other human relationship can equal.

It is an emotional and physical joining that is promised for a lifetime.
Within the circle of love,

marriage encompasses all of life's most important relationships.

A wife and husband are each other's best friend,

confidant, lover, teacher, listener and critic.

Marriage deepens and enriches every facet of life.

Happiness is fuller; memories are fresher;

even anger is felt more intensely, and passes away more quickly.
Marriage understands and forgives

the mistakes that life is unavoidable to avoid.

It encourages and nurtures new life, new experiences

and new ways of expressing your love through the seasons.

When two people pledge to love and care for each other in marriage,
they create a spirit unique to themselves,

which binds them closer than any spoken or written words.

Marriage is a promise and potential,

made in the hearts of two people who are in love,

that takes a lifetime to fulfill.

- Edmund O'Neil

As We Renew Our Vows




Today, we reaffirm our commitment to each other

as beloveds and partners in marriage.

We continue to strive to be sensitive to each other's needs,
to be open and understanding with each other,

and to share our thoughts, our feelings,

and our experiences with each other.

We renew our promise to try always to

bring out the qualities of forgiveness, compassion,

and integrity in ourselves and in each other.

We continue to cherish each other's uniqueness.

We continue to share in life's joys and remain steadfast
and comfort each other through life's sorrows.

- Author unknown

Sonnet 116

Let me not to the marriage of true minds admit impediments.
Love is not love which alters when it alteration finds,

or bends with the remover to remove:

Oh, no! It is an ever-fixed mark.

That looks on tempests and is never shaken;

it is the star to every wandering bark,

whose worth's unknown, although his height be taken.

Love's not Time's fool,

though rosy lips and cheeks within his bending sickle's compass come;
love alters not with his brief hours and weeks,

but bears it out even to the edge of doom.

If this be error and upon me proved,

I never writ, nor no man ever loved.

- William Shakespeare

To Keep Your Marriage Brimming




To keep your marriage brimming,
With love in the loving cup,
Whenever you're wrong admit it;
Whenever you're right shut up.

- Ogden Nash

We Have Lived And Loved

We have lived and loved together
Through many changing years,

We have shared each other's gladness
And wept each other's tears.

And let us hope the future,

As the past has been will be:

I will share with you my sorrows

And you your joys with me.

- Charles Jefferys

On The True, Seasoned Marriage

When you love someone you do not love them all the time, in exactly the same
way, from moment to moment. It is an impossibility. It is even a lie to
pretend. And yet this is exactly what most of us demand. We have so little
faith in the ebb and flow of the tide of life, of love, of relationships. We leap
at the flow of the tide of life and resist in terrors it's ebb. We are afraid it
will never return. We insist on permanency, on duration, on continuity; when
the only continuity possible, in life, as in love, is growth... is fluidity... is

freedom.

- Ann Morrow Lindbergh, from Gift from the Sea

The Art of a Good Marriage




A good marriage must be created.

In the marriage, the little things are the big things...

It is never being too old to hold hands.

It is remembering to say "I love you" at least once each day.
It is never going to sleep angry.

It is having a mutual sense of value and common objectives.
It is standing together and facing the world.

It is forming a circle of love that gathers in the whole family.
It is speaking words of appreciation and demonstrating
gratitude in thoughtful ways.

It is having the capacity to forgive and forget.

It is giving each other an atmosphere in which each can grow.
It is a common search for the good and the beautiful.

It is not only marrying the right person,

it is being the right partner

- by Wilfred Arlan Peterson

Our Family

Our family is a circle of love and strength.

With every birth and every union, the circle grows.

Every joy shared adds more love.

Every obstacle faced together makes the circle stronger.

- Author unknown
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