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• The Senate tries an impeached president.

• With enough votes, both houses may override a president’s veto.

• Senate approves treaties and presidential appointments.

• Congress initiates all finance legislation.

Judicial branch

• Reviews legislative and executive actions. 

• Chief justice presides at impeachment trial.

Veto
If the president disagrees with a bill that Congress has passed, the president

may veto, or reject, it. The president can do this in one of two ways.

1. If Congress will be in session for more than 10 days, the president returns
the bill explaining why he is not signing it.

2. If Congress will adjourn within 10 days of the president’s receipt of the bill,
the president does nothing. This is known as a pocket veto.

To override a president’s veto, both the House and the Senate must reconsid-
er the bill, and at least two-thirds of each chamber’s members must vote for it. 

Bill of Rights
The first 10 amendments to the Constitution are known as the Bill of Rights.

In order to ensure ratification of the Constitution, the Federalists, those who sup-
ported the Constitution, agreed to write and submit for ratification a list of amend-
ments that would guarantee certain basic rights; hence the name Bill of Rights.

Amendment Right Meaning

First

Second

Third

Fourth

Freedoms of religion,
speech, press, assembly,
and petition

Right to bear arms

Limits on quartering
(housing) troops

Protection against
unlawful search and
seizure

The government may not establish an official
religion or keep anyone from practicing his/her
faith. (This is in reaction to the British govern-
ment’s support of the Anglican Church, or
Church of England, as its official church and its
occasional persecution of dissenters.) The gov-
ernment may not punish people for expressing
their opinions through speeches or printed mat-
ter (except in cases of libel and slander); cannot
keep people from gathering for peaceful meet-
ings or from asking for an end to injustices.

“A well regulated militia being necessary to the
security of a free state, the right of the people to
keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.”

“No soldier shall in time of peace, be quartered
in any house without the consent of the owner;
nor in time of war, but in a manner to be pro-
scribed by law.” Point out to students how the
memory of the British quartering of soldiers in
Boston before the Revolution resulted in this
amendment.

The government must get a warrant from a judge
authorizing a search and seizure of a person
and/or goods. The application for the warrant
must show “probable cause” (reasons) why the
action is necessary. This amendment was passed
in response to colonial writs of assistance issued
without cause that allowed British agents to
search for smuggled goods before the Revolution. 

President George W. Bush gives a
State of the Union address.
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Teaching Idea

To reinforce the concepts and lan-
guage relating to the U.S. government
and its constitution, you may wish to
give students Instructional Master 32,
Constitutional Government Match-up,
as a homework assignment. 

History and Geography: American 203

D. Levels and Functions of Government

State Government
After the colonies had declared their independence as the United States of

America, Congress encouraged the new states to write constitutions. As each of the
subsequent 37 states was admitted to the Union, each had to develop its own con-
stitution. 

These state constitutions and the laws that the individual states have passed or
will pass are subordinate to the U.S. Constitution, which is the highest law of the
nation. Article VI of the Constitution, which the new states agreed to obey, articu-
lates this:

This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall be
made in pursuance thereof; and all treaties made, or which shall be
made, under the authority of the United States, shall be the
supreme law of the land; and the judges in every state shall be
bound thereby, anything in the Constitution or laws of any state to
the contrary notwithstanding.

The organization of state government is similar to the organization of the fed-
eral government. Each state has executive, legislative, and judicial branches. A gov-
ernor heads the executive department. Most states have a lieutenant governor and
also a cabinet that oversees the departments responsible for carrying out the laws. 

The legislative branch makes the state’s laws. All the states except Nebraska
have upper and lower lawmaking bodies. Nebraska has just one legislative body. 

The state courts hear many more cases than federal courts. States have general
trial courts that hear most civil and criminal cases, specialized trial courts such as

Amendment Right Meaning

Fifth

Sixth

Seventh

Eighth

Ninth

Tenth

Due process: rights of
an accused in criminal
proceeding

Rights to a speedy and
fair trial by a jury

Rights in a civil suit

Protection against 
cruel and unusual 
punishment

Nonenumerated rights:
powers reserved to the
people

Powers reserved to the
states or people

This amendment sets up a number of rights
that a person has when accused of a crime.
Among them is the need for a presentation of
evidence before a grand jury, which decides
whether there is enough evidence for a trial.

In addition to the rights to a speedy and fair
trial, this amendment covers the right of a
defendant to be told the charges against
him/her, have witnesses testify on his/her
behalf, and have an attorney.

In a civil lawsuit for damages, either party may
request a jury trial and it must be granted.

This amendment bans excessively high bail to
free someone while the person awaits trial or
excessively high fines if a fine is imposed as part
of the punishment for a guilty verdict. A cruel
and unusual punishment cannot be imposed.

The people have rights that are not listed in the
Constitution, but which belong to them as
members of a democratic nation.

These are the rights not listed in the
Constitution as being given to the federal 
government.

Use Instructional Master 32.

Match each word to its clue. Use the circled letters to write the mystery word.

1. form of government established by the 

U.S. Constitution

2. the number of main branches of the federal government

3. drafted the Declaration of Independence

4. first 10 are the Bill of Rights

5. the judicial branch’s top level

6. one of the Constitution’s “unalienable rights”

7. one branch of the federal government

8. “All men are created ___”

Mystery Word: It is the first part of the Constitution, beginning “We the people of 
the United States.” 
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Constitutional Government Match-up
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Name Date

Purpose: To review the concepts and language relating to the U.S. government and its Constitution

legislative liberty Supreme Court republican

three equal amendments Jefferson
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