
TYSCT General Makeup Guidelines and Tips 
Below are general guidelines followed by items needed for makeup application and a more 
detailed description of applying stage makeup. There are also many websites and online tutorials 
that address the art of stage makeup. Although most stage makeup sites recommend the use of 
the heavier (and greasier) brands of stage makeup, for our productions we've found that 
everyday street makeup works just fine. So you do NOT have to go out and buy special theatrical 
makeup!  

General Makeup Guidelines:  
> Boys should be in foundation that is one shade darker than their skin tone. Brown toned blush, 
brownish pink lipstick, and brown eyeliner. Foundation needs to go all the way down the chin 
and neck. Brown liner to darken the eyebrows. 
 
> Girls needs a foundation one shade darker than skin tone, pinkish blush, pink or light red 
lipstick depending on characters age, black eyeliner and black mascara. Brown tones for eye 
shadow and brown liner for eye brows. Foundation all the way down the neck. 
 
In order for facial features and expressions to be seen by the audience, well-applied stage 
makeup will appear heavy and somewhat exaggerated, but not 'clownish'. 
Arrive with makeup applied, but bring your makeup and applicators with you in case repairs are 
needed.  
  
Note: We do NOT share makeup, even among BFFs. 
  
What You Need:  

• Makeup and makeup pencils  
• Foundation brush or sponge  
• Facial cleanser  
• Astringent or toner  
• Moisturizer  
• Cotton swabs  
• Powder and Powder puff  
• Makeup pencil sharpener  
• Mascara and/or false eyelashes 

Here's How: 

1. Wash your face thoroughly. Follow with a toner, and moisturize afterward to create a 
clean, smooth base for your makeup  

2. Apply your foundation in a color that both matches and evens out your skin tone. For 
reddish complexions, choose a foundation with a slight golden or yellow undertone. 
However, even for warmer complexions, remember that the stage lights will tend to wash 
out or add a 'colder' effect to colors, so go warmer in tone wherever you can to counteract 
this (unless the character you're playing is meant to be wan, sickly or ghostly, in which 
case, stick with cold, pale tones!)  

3. Use a sponge or foundation brush to apply your base, for more even coverage. Make sure 
to blend evenly into the hairline, at temples, and slightly below the jawline. Take extra 
care that your jawline color blends naturally into your neck -- there's nothing more 



distracting than someone whose face contrasts starkly with a neck that's a completely 
different color.  

4. Stage lighting tends to 'flatten' a face and remove definition. Add contour, character and 
definition to your face using a darker cream. Go darker for whatever you want to 'recede' 
or hollow on your face. Enhance cheekbones with color that starts just below the 
cheekbone itself, and which is concentrated in the 'hollow.' Start the color at the point in 
your cheek that is slightly outside the center of your eye, then back on each side.  

5. Reduce plumpness and strengthen your jawline by adding color in a direct, subtle line of 
shadow from chin to the bottom edge of each side of your jaw. Add shadow to the eyes 
by using cream along the curve of the socket.  

6. For a wide-eyed, open look, add highlights using pale cream colors to the center of the 
lids and browbones.  

7. Line the eyes with a thin, firm line above the upper lashes, and with a thinner line below 
the lower ones. Widen and deepen the line from the center of the eye as it sweeps 
outward on each side. For dramatic or colorful roles, use black, thick lines. For men, 
younger performers, or those seeking a more natural look, use browns, experimenting 
with shades to emphasize the eye without looking overdone. Carefully extend your 
eyeliner up and outward beyond the edge of your eye. If you do this properly, when the 
eye is open wide, this line merges with the line of your lashes, simply adding a subtle lift 
and openness to the eye.  

8. Emphasize the eye sockets with more shadow, as needed, as well. Use liberal mascara 
and/or false eyelashes, as desired.  

9. Draw natural, firm brows with a high arch (a good arch on the brow really frames the 
face).  

10. Line the mouth in a firm, dark line that enhances the natural shape of your mouth. Don't 
go overboard here -- the object isn't to create a completely different mouth shape, but to 
strengthen what you have naturally. Use a color that's in keeping with your character -- a 
lighter one for the men, or in the women, for a more natural or innocent character, and a 
darker deeper tone for a femme fatale or more dramatic character.  

11. Powder your entire face thoroughly. It will 'set' your makeup and provide a more 
naturalistic finish. Reapply powder as needed throughout the show.  

12. In dress rehearsals, get feedback on your makeup from house level, to see how it plays, 
and tweak as needed for more or less boldness in your application.  

13. After the show, remove your makeup no matter how tired you are, for the health of your 
skin (not to mention your pillowcase!). Use a cream or oil-based makeup remover on the 
eyes (not soap), and a good cleanser on your face.  

14. Use an astringent or toner on a pad or cotton swab to fully remove any last traces of 
makeup. Finish with a good moisturizer. 

That’s a lot of information; just use what you find helpful!  

 


