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Posters serve as an 
advertisement of 
your hard work





It’s an illustrated abstract



Common Ways to Design
• 48” x 36”

• Horizontal orientation

• PowerPoint: single slide for design

• Check with your event for specific 
formatting requirements!



Is my poster effective?
• What is the problem?

• What is my solution?

• Why should people care?



Answer these questions
Problem
• Why did I research this?
• Methods?
Solution
• What am I seeking?
People should care because…
• Why is this important?
• Why is it different?



Poster Title
Authors and affiliations

Intro or 
Research Question

Methods and 
Approach

Results or Findings

Objectives Charts and Visuals Conclusions, 
Discussion or 

Summary

Background and 
Context

References, Funding 
Acknowledgements, 

Contact Info, Abstract



Logo
• Use stacked MU, not tiger head

• Use high-resolution logos 

Use this! Not that!



Obtaining logos
• Always use original artwork obtained from the 

Division of Marketing & Communications

• Email: identity@missouri.edu

• Website: http://identity.missouri.edu/



Poster title

• Think BIG! Really big!

• Use boldface type 

• Include authors’ 
names and affiliations

• One to two lines only



Visual Hierarchy
• Organize content for easy, quick understanding

• Guide the viewer using different levels of importance

• Larger size and/or heavier weight = more important

• Smaller size and/or lighter weight = less important

• Bright colors stand out

• Dominant element attracts the eye first



• Title: 85+ point

• Authors: 56+ pt

• Sub-headings: 36+ pt

• Body text: 24+ pt

• Captions: 18+ pt

Text Size Suggestions



Body Text Format
• Breathing space around your text

• Plain fonts in the same size and style

• Left-aligned

• Bullet points

• Bold is easier to read than underlining 

• Make text legible from 5-7 feet away



Make your poster as 
visual as possible

By Seattle Municipal Archives from Seattle, WA (Doctors with patient, 
1999) [CC BY 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)]



Avoid “chart junk”

Image from The Next Web, “5 qualities that make images more memorable”



Simple = more effective



Picture-perfect photos
• Need high resolution!

– At least 150 dpi

• Save photos as jpg or png

– Line art as a png (graphs)

• Web images are usually poor resolution – find the original

• CAFNR photos on Flickr: flickr.com/photos/cafnr



Your images mean nothing 
without a scale bar or description



• Dark type on light color background easy to read

• Solid background or simple gradient (not too busy!)

Backgrounds



• Limit choices to 2-3 colors. Too many can be distracting

• Consider using the official Mizzou colors: black and gold

Colors

• Be aware some color schemes are inaccessible to people 
with color-blindness, such as red and green



Don’t forget

• Funding acknowledgements
• Final grammar and spelling check
• Check that your poster meets conference 

requirements and/or judging criteria
• Contact info

– Mail address

– Phone

– Email







For more information
• Designing Conference Posters: Colin Purrington 

(http://colinpurrington.com/tips/academic/posterdesign)

• PowerPoint for Posters: MU J. Otto Lottes Health 
Sciences Library
(http://libraryguides.missouri.edu/c.php?g=28092&p=173
156)

• Creating Effective Poster Presentations 
(http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/)
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